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Dear Colleague,
Warm greetings from VIA MARIS 
TOURS & TRAVEL, a member of 
Turkish Tourism family.

We are a company formed by 
gifted  and energetic young 
tourism executives with vast 
international experience and 
managed by a professional 
team that has been in the 
travel trade business for 
many years.

Our company specializes in faith 
and cultural tourism in Turkey 
but we also tailor and operate 
incentive programs, nature and 
wildlife tours, special interest 
ventures, leisure packages and 
cruise extensions.

VIA MARIS is geared to combine 
its tours with extensions to 
neighboring countries and the 
Holy Land.

Our motto is to organize and 
operate individually tailored 
programs that are professionally 
planned and logically priced.  
Please contact us for your needs 
and we will provide you with 
solutions that will please you 
and your customers. 
Sincerely yours,

VIA MARIS TOURS & TRAVEL  
ISTANBUL. Your Gateway To Turkey

The aim of Vıa Marıs Tours & Travel
Dear Colleague,

The aim of  VIA MARIS TOURS & TRAVEL is to create remarkable 
travel experiences for visitors to Turkey. By customizing each 
journey to suit the interests and style of the travelers, individuals, 
families, and groups can explore this fascinating country, exceed 
their expectations, and return home with fabulous memories 
to share. Via Maris is dutifully continuing this tradition under 
the leadership of its management who have spent more than 
five decades pursuing perfection in tourism.

Every detail of your journey is attended to by our experienced 
and knowledgeable staff who plan and monitor your trip from 
the moment we receive your request until you bid farewell on 
your last day in Turkey. We are ideally located in Istanbul; a fact  
that allows us to react quickly to any concerns.

We have a unique perspective on Turkey that comes from our 
total focus on this destination. We continually monitor the 
services and establishments we propose to ensure that they 
meet our standards of excellence. Understanding the visitor, 
attention to detail, and enthusiasm for sharing the riches of our 
country are our keys to success.

There are many amazing sights to explore in Turkey and even 
more ways to combine them in a tour. We are pleased to submit 
to your attention some of the most popular itineraries for you 
to use as a guideline when planning your trip to Turkey. Please 
remember that we have the expertise to combine and customize 
these itineraries to make your clients’ journeys  special.

Turkey is a treasure trove of Biblical, Archaeological and Cultural 
Wonders. Going through our website, we hope that you will 
find many reasons to visit Turkey. Uncover the natural beauty 
found in the country that bridges Asia with Europe and gain 
an understanding of the ancient and modern civilizations that 
flourished between the shores of the Mediterranean and the 
Black Sea. Explore the diverse heritage of the Turkish people 
and the strong bond that unites them. 

Looking forward to seeing you,

VIA MARIS TOURS & TRAVEL. ISTANBUL.
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ECONOMY

Tourism:  In recent years, Turkey has 
become a major tourist destination in 
Europe. With the rapid development 
of both summer and winter resorts, 
more and more people from around 
the world are able to enjoy the history, 
culture, and beautiful sites of Turkey 
year around. From swimming in the 
Mediterranean to skiing at Mt. Uludag , 
Turkey has something to offer to every 
tourist.

Agriculture:  This plays a major role in 
the Turkish economy. The main crops 
are wheat, rice, cotton, tea, tobacco, 
hazelnuts, and fruit. Sheep are the most 
important livestock, and Turkey is one 
of the major cotton and wool producers.

Natural Resources: The principal minerals 
extracted are coal, chrome ( an important 
export ), iron, copper, bauxite, marble 
and sulfur.

Industry: Industry is developing rapidly and 
is directed mainly towards the processing 
of agricultural products, metallurgy, textiles, 
and the manufacture of automobiles and 
agricultural machinery.

POLITICAL STRUCTURE

The Republic of Turkey is based on 
a secular, democratic, pluralistic and 
parliamentary system, where human 
rights are protected by law and social 
justice. The Grand National assembly is 
elected by popular vote, and the nation 
is governed by the Council of Ministers 
headed by the Prime Minister. Turkey is a 
founding member of OECD, the Black sea 
Economic Cooperation Organization, a 
member of NATO, the European Council, 
the Islamic Conference association, and 
an associate member of the European 
Union.

MISCELLANEOUS FACTS

Local Time : GMT + 2 hrs. ( summer )

Electricity : 220 volts AC, all over Turkey. 
The voltage is clearly marked on all 
hotel outlets.

Tap Water : Safe to drink in all cities, 
since it has been chlorinated.

Weights and measures : Metric system.

Foreign newspapers: Available in large 
cities and tourist areas.

Interpreters - guides : Ministry of 
Tourism Offices and travel agencies can 
provide you professional interpreters - 
guides. Travel agents obliged to provide 
a guide on all of their tours.

Doctors and Dentists : Doctors and 
dentists can be found in Turkey's major 
hospitals and, in addition, there are 
certain foreign-operated hospitals in 
Istanbul.

MONETARY SYSTEM

The national monetary unit is the 
Turkish Lira (TL ).  The coinage is in 1TL, 
and 5, 10, 25, 50 Kurus. Bank notes are  
5, 10, 20, 50 , 100, 200 TL. The exchange 
rates for foreign currencies are 
published daily. Traveler's checks can be 
cashed upon producing identification. 
The most widely accepted credit cards 
are American Express, Eurocard, Diner's 
Club, Visa and Mastercard. Exchange 
offices in touristic places are generally 
open until midnight.

Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, Brunei, Taiwan, Philippines, Korea, 
Australia, and New Zealand currencies are 
not convertible in Turkey.

POSTAL SYSTEM AND 
PHONE CALLS

Turkish post offices are easily 
recognizable by their yellow " PTT " 
signs. major post offices are open 08:00 
- 24:00 hrs., Monday - Saturday; and 9:00 
- 19:00., Sunday.

Small post offices have the same hours 
as government offices. 

Fax office : It is possible to use this service 
for sending or receiving documents 
from other countries.

Other PTT services : It is possible to 
exchange money at some branches 
of PTT at the currency international 
exchange rate. International postal 
orders and traveler's checks also can be 
exchanged.

An express postal service ( Acele Posta 
servisi - APS ) operates from Turkey to 72 
other countries for letters, documents, 
and small packages.

Stamp collectors will be delighted 
with the wide range of special stamps 
available to them.

Phone calls : The most economic way 
to telephone in Turkey is from a PTT 
telephone booth ( found in all towns ). 
Telephone cards available.

WORKING HOURS

Government offices: 8:30-12:30 / 13:30-
17:00 (closed Sat. and Sun., open daily 
in tourist areas)
Banks: 8:30 - 12:00 / 13:30 - 17:00 ( closed 
Sat. and Sun., open daily in tourist areas ) 
Shops: 9:30 - 19:00 ( In tourist areas, 
closing times vary, some close around 
midnight )

TURKEY
Turkey is a paradise of sun, sea, 
mountains, and lakes that offers the 
vacationer a complete change from the 
stress and routine of everyday life. From 
April to October, most places in Turkey 
have an ideal climate that is perfect for 
relaxing on sandy beaches or enjoying 
the tranquility of mountains and lakes.
Turkey also has a magnificent past, and 
is a land full of historic treasures from 13 
successive civilizations spanning 10,000 
years. Even if you spend only a short 
time in Turkey, you see a lot of this great 
past.

There is no doubt that one visit will not 
be enough, and you will want to come 
back again and again as you discover 
one extraordinary place after another. 
All of them, no matter how different, 
have one thing in common: the friendly 
and hospitable people of this unique 
country.

GEOGRAPHY

Turkey is 814,578 sq km in area. The 
European and Asian regions are 
separated by the Straits of Istanbul. 
(Bosphorus), The Sea of Marmara, and 
the Dardanelles. Anatolia is a high 
plateau rising progressively towards the 
east, broken up by the valleys of about 
15 rivers, including The Dicle (Tigris) 
and The Firat ( Euphrates ). There are 
numerous lakes and some as Lake Van, 
are as large as inland sea. In the north, 
the mountains along the eastern Black 
sea coast run parallel to the sea; in the 
south , the Taurus mountains sweep 
down almost to the narrow, fertile coast 
plain. Turkey enjoys a variety of climates, 

ranging from the temperate climate of 
the Black sea region, to the continental 
climate of the interior, then, to the 
Mediterranean climate of the Aegean 
and Mediterranean coastal regions. The 
coastline touching the four seas that 
border the country is 8333 km in length.

HISTORY

Turkey has been called " the cradle of 
civilizations " and by traveling through 
this historic land, tourists will discover 
exactly what is meant by this phrase. 
The world's first known settlement, 
a neolithic city at Catalhoyuk, dates 
back to 6,500 B.C. From the days of 
Catalhoyuk up to the present , Turkey 
boasts a rich culture that through the 
centuries has made a lasting impression 
on modern civilization. Being the heir 
to many centuries of cultures makes 
Turkey a paradise of information and 
cultural wealth. Sumerians, Hattis, 
Hittites, Phrygians, Urartians, Lycians, 
Ionians, Lydians, Persians, Macedonians, 
Romans, Byzantines, Seljuks and 
Ottomans have all made important 
contributions to the history of the 
area. Ancient sites and ruins scattered 
throughout the country give sufficient 
proof of each civilization's unique 
distinction. Turkey also has a very 
fascinating recent history. Upon the 
decline of the Ottoman Empire, a young 
man named Mustafa Kemal, who was a 
soldier and a great visionary, took the 
defeat of World war I and turned into 
a shining victory by liberating Turkey 
from all occupying forces. Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk founded the Republic of 
Turkey on October 29,1923. He led his 
country towards peace and stability that 
brought about tremendous economic 

growth and increasing modernization. 
Through decades of change and 
growth, Turkey still boasts growing 
success, living by Ataturk's motto of 
"Peace at home, peace in the world". 

POPULATION

Turkey's population is about 75 million, 
40 % of whom live in the countryside. 
The major cities are Istanbul, Ankara 
( the capital ), Izmir, Adana, Antalya and 
Bursa.

CUISINE

It is said that three major types of cuisine 
exist in the world: French, Chinese and 
Turkish. Fully justifying its reputation, 
Turkish cuisine is always a pleasant 
surprise for the visitor. In addition to 
being the refined product of centuries 
of experience, Turkish cuisine has a very 
pure quality. The variety and simplicity 
of the recipes and the quality of the 
ingredients are guarantees of delicious 
meals.
 

LANGUAGE

The Turkish language belongs to Ural-
Altaic group and has an affinity with the 
Finno-Hungarian languages. Turkish 
is written in the Latin alphabet and 
is spoken by least 150 million people 
around the world.

RELIGION

Although Turkey is 99 % Muslim, it is 
secular state that guarantees complete 
freedom of worship to non-muslims.

TUrKEY ıN BrıEF
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OFFICIAL HOLIDAYS

Jan. 1        New Year's Day
Apr. 23 :      National Independence and     
       Children's Day
May 19 :     Ataturk's Commemoration      
       and Youth and Sports Day
Aug. 30 :     Victory Day ( Final rout of       
        invading forces in 1922 )
Oct.29 :       Republic Day ( Anniversary
                     of the declaration of the 
                      Turkish Republic )

MUSEUMS

Most Turkish museums are open 
everyday of the week, except Mondays. 
Palaces are also closed only on Mondays. 
The famous Topkapi Palace is closed on 
Tuesdays instead of Mondays. In order 
to receive permission for photos or films 
in museums or at ancient ruins, a fee , 
which varies according to the entrance 
fee, is charged. The photographing 
or filming, for commercial use, of yet 
unpublished which are copyrighted, 
requires a special permit from the 
General Directorate of Antiquities and 
museums. In Ankara most museums 
are closed on the first day of religious 
holidays.

WHO ARE THE TURKS ?

The Turks date back 4,000 years as a 
people, with ancestral roots extending 
to Turkic tribes who originated in 
the vast steppe lands of Central Asia 
and rode out in successive waves of 
conquest as their plain began to dry. 
The Turks established sixteen great 
empires stretching though many parts 
of Europe, Asia and North Africa. By the 
year 1000 AD, most Turks had adopted 
to Islam religion.

The following states and empires were 
founded by the Turks;

* The Great Hun Empire ( 204 BC - 216 AD )
* The Western Hun Empire ( 48 - 216 )

* The European Hun Empire ( 375 - 454 )
* The Akhun Empire ( 420 - 562 )
* The Gok Turk Empire ( 552 - 743 )
* The Avar Empire ( 565 - 803 )
* The Khazar Empire ( 651 - 983 )
* The Uigur State ( 744 - 1335 )
* The Karahan State ( 940 - 1040 )
* The Ghaznavid State ( 963 - 1183 )
* The Great Seljuk Empire ( 1040- 1157 )
* The Harzemshah State ( 1157 - 1231 )
* The Altınordu State ( 1236 - 1502 )
* The Tamerlane Empire ( 1368 - 1501 )
* The Babur Empire ( 1526 - 1858 )
* The Ottoman Empire ( 1299 - 1922 )

TURKISH MYTHOLOGY

Turkish Mythology; reflect original 
Turkish myths which had occurred 
in Central Asia, the historical and 
legendary homeland of Turks. One of 
the Turkish tribes in Central Asia, Oghuz 
Tribe, had migrated farther west than 
most of the Turkish Tribes to become 
eventually the backbone of Turks of 
today's Turkey.

"The Book of Dede Korkut" is an epic 
of the Oghuz. Both Seljuks and the 
Ottomans were descendants of the 
Oghuz. Their epic, constitutes one 
of the most important literary and 
historical documents from the world 
of the Middle Ages. "The Book of Dede 
Korkut" comprises a Prologue and 
twelve legends. From beginning to 
end they sing the praises of the Oghuz 
people, their nomadic way of life, their 
customs, and their values. As with 
other heroic literature, these stories 
are action- centered, most of them 
revolving around hunting expeditions, 
battles with the infidels and among the 
Oghuz themselves, pursuit, captivity, 
escape, and revenge. The twelve units 
share the same cast of characters, one 
of whom is the author himself, Dede 
Korkut. Strange and incredible when we 
first approach it, the world of this epic 
is thus so convincing rendered that our 
disbelief is gradually suspended for a 
poetic faith in its reality.

Turkey’s history is amazingly long – almost 10,000 years! 
Before giving you a short summary, here is a chronological 
table of events to help you put all you will be hearing and 
seeing on your journey into perspective.

7500 B.C. Earliest known inhabitants.

5000 B.C. Stone and Copper Age, settlement at Hacilar

2600 - 1900 B.C. Old Bronze Age; Proto-Hittite Empire in  
   Central and Southeastern Anatolia.
 
1900 – 1300 B.C. Hittite Empire; wars with Egypt.

1250 B.C.    Trojan War.

1200 – 600 B.C.   Phrygian and Mysian invasions, followed   
    by the great Hellenic civilization. King of   
    Midas and King Croesus reign.Coinage is  
    invented. Kingdoms of Ionia, Lycia, Caria  
    and Pamphylia. Empire of Urartu

550 B.C. Cyrus of Persia invades Anatolia

334 B.C. Conquest by Alexander the Great of   
  Macedon.

279 B.C. Celts (Gauls) invade and establish Galatia  
  near Ankara

250 B.C. Rise of the Kingdom of Pergamum   
  (Bergama)

129 B.C. Rome establishes the Province of Asia with  
  its capital at Ephesus.

47-57 A.D. St Paul travels around Anatolia

330 A.D. Constantine dedicates the “New Rome” of  
  Constantinople and the center of the Roman  
  Empire moves to the Bosphorus.

527 – 565 A.D. Reign of Justinian, greatest Byzantine   
  emperor; construction of Hagia Sophia, the  
  largest church in the world.
570 – 622 A.D. The Prophet Mohammed’s birth; revelation  
  of the Koran; the flight (Hejira) to Medina

1037 – 1109  A.D.  Empire of the great Seljuk Turks,  
   based in Iran 

1071 – 1243 A.D. Seljuk Sultanate of Rum based in  
   Konya; life and work of Celaleddin  
   Rumi (Mevlana), founder of the  
   Whirling Dervishes.

1000 – 1200 A.D. The Crusades.

1288  A.D. Birth of the Ottoman Empire, near  
   Bursa.

1453  A.D. Conquest of Constantinople by  
   Mehmet II.

1520 – 1566 A.D. Reign of Sultan Suleyman the   
   Magnificent, and the greatest 
   age of the Ottoman Empire. Most  
   of North Africa, Eastern Europe and  
   the entire Middle East are controlled  
   from Istanbul. Ottoman navies patrol  
   the Mediterranean, the Red Sea and  
   the Indian Ocean.

1876 – 1909   A.D. Reign of Sultan Abdul Hamid, the  
             last of the Ottoman sultans.   
   Speculation abounds on which  
   European nation will take over   
   Ottoman territory when the Empire  
   collapses.

1923               A.D. Proclamation of the Turkish Republic

1938               A.D. The death of Ataturk

1974               A.D. Turkey occupies Northern Cyprus  
   and declares it the Northern   
   Republic of Cyprus

1993               A.D. Tansu Ciller is elected as the first  
   woman Prime Minister of  Turkey.
 
1994               A.D. The Pro-Islamic Welfare Party gains  
   strength and mayorial seats in   
   Ankara and Istanbul. 

Facts about The Country
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1995              A.D. In the fall the Islamic Welfare Party  
   and Ciller’s True Path Party formed a  
   coalition which lasted only eleven  
   months.
 
2002  November Islamist-based Justice and   
   Development Party (AKP)   
   wins landslide election victory.   
   Party promises to stick to secular  
            principles of constitution. Deputy 
   leader Abdullah Gul appointed   
   premier.

NAME OF CITIES

Greek names were frequently latinized during the 500 years 
of Roman domination, which were in fact only an interlude 
between 1,000 years of city states and Hellenistic Kingdoms, 
and 1,000 years of Byzantine rule (both of which used Greek)

PRESENT NAME  CLASSICAL NAME
Istanbul   Byzantion, Byzantium, Constantinople
Ankara   Ankyra, Angora, Ankura
Antakya   Antiochia, Antioch
Serik   Aspendos
Antalya   Attalia
Efes   Ephasos, Ephesus
Bodrum   Halikarnassos
Pamukkale  Hierapolis
Konya   Skonion, Claudiconium, Ikonium
Değirmendere  Klaros, Kolophon
Denizli   Laodikca
Milas   Mylasa
Izmir   Smyrna
Bergama  Pergamon
Aksu   Perge
Sart   Sardis
Demre   Myra

ANATOLIA

It is known that Turks first lived in Central Asia around 2000 B.C. 
Later, some of them left Central Asia and traveled extensively, 
establishing many independent states and empires within 
the vast area of Asia and Europe. Although their expansion 
was widespread, only the most significant are mentioned 
below.

The Great Hun Empire (during the 3rd century B.C.) is generally 
considered a milestone in Turkish history. During this period, 
Turks migrated toward the northeast, traveled through 

Finland, and down to central Europe where they eventually 
settled. Some groups of Turks traveled to the southwest, 
settling in Northern India, Afghanistan and Turkistan. By the 
6th century A.D., the Gok Turks took power and established 
an empire extending between the Black Sea and the Indian 
Ocean.

Other Empires such as the Avar (6th to 9th centuries A.D.) 
developed in Central Asia; the Hazar Empire (5th to 10th 
centuries A.D.) in the Crimea and Volga regions; the First Uygur 
Empire in Central Asia; the Second Uygur Empire (lasting 
through the 14th century); and many others subsequently 
passed from power. 

Around the 10th century A.D., Turks embraced the Islamic 
religion. After this significant change, the Karahanid Empire 
(10th to 11th centuries A.D.) of the Central Asia and the 
Ghaznavid Empire (10th to 12th centuries A.D.)  developed in 
the areas that are today Iran, Afghanistan and Northern India.

A group of Turks travelling southwest migrated to Anatolia. 
On 1071 A.D. they fought a crucial war with the Byzantine 
Empire and settled in Asia Minor (which covers most of 
modern Turkey). There they established many small feudal 
states and some empires. It is now known that the region 
of Anatolia has been inhabited for more than 10,000 years; 
it has a unique history that has embraced more than twenty 
cultures and civilizations for which is justifiably deserves 
recognition as the “Cradle of Civilization”.

In Anatolia, the Hittites founded one of the greatest states 
of the Bronze Age around 1500 B.C. The Hittite Empire was 
equal in strength and sophistication to ancient Egypt. During 
the 12th century B.C., the Hittite Empire was seized by the 
Thracians. Then, neo-Hittites continued to rule the area until 
750 B.C. when the Phrygians (750-300 B.C.) took power.

The Lydians, Lycians, and Carians of southwestern Anatolia 
also provided important contributions to Anatolian culture 
and civilization during the 6th century B.C. Alexander the 
Great brought the Hellenistic Age to Anatolia in 334 B.C. Next 
the Romans established a stronghold in “Asia Minor”. The 
Byzantine era in Anatolia began to shrink with the arrival of 
the Turks to the region in the 11th century A.D.

The Ottomans built the largest empire in recent history within 
a short time period. After the conquest of Istanbul in 1453, 
the empire spread to Vienna in the west, Crimea in the north, 
the Arabian Gulf in the southeast, and all of northern Africa 
and Sudan; in total covering an area of 8 million square miles. 
Under the rule of Suleyman the Magnificent (1520-1566), the 
empire reached its zenith. The Aegean, the Black Sea and the 

eastern Mediterranean became known as Ottoman lakes.
The 18th century was the turning point of Ottoman power. 
The weakening of the empire continued until World War I, 
when Ottoman armies fought on several fronts throughout 
the far-reaching borders of the empire, but eventually lost. 
Anatolia was divided and occupied by allied forces, and the 
ear of the Ottoman Empire was officially over.

Mustafa Kemal (Ataturk), an Army general, led the nation in 
its War of Independence (1919-1922). At the time there was 
no army, no arms or ammunition, no government or treasury. 
Ataturk established an army with insufficient supplies and 
a government based on national sovereignty. After many 
miraculous victories, the occupying allied forces were 
pushed out of the country, and today’s Republic of Turkey 
was founded in 1923. After the peace, the young Republic 
consolidated all it means for economic development and, by 
its policy of peace succeeded in remaining out of World War II.
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Glorious İstanbul, former capital of 
the Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman 
Empires, fascinates travellers with its 
awe-inspiring mosques and ancient 
monuments, its colourful history and 
natural beauty. Perched like a sapphire 
on a tiara straddling the Bosphorus 
between the Black Sea and the Sea of 
Marmara, the former Constantinople is 
the only city to span two continents.

In the heart of the old city, step into 
the world of the Ottoman sultans at 
the Grand Topkapı Palace. Marvel at 
the iconic Hagia Sophia, first built as 
an Orthodox Basilica by Byzantine 
emperor Justinian in 537. Witness the 
Islamic call to prayer at the striking 
Blue Mosque commissioned by Sultan 
Ahmet in 1609. Bargain for souvenirs 
at the labyrinth of shops in the Grand 
Bazaar and inhale the pungent scents 
of cumin and cloves in the spice market. 
Let the magic continue with a sunset 
cruise on the Bosphorus.
 Travel northwest to explore Edirne and 
its lively bazaar and beautiful mosques, 
including the 16th-century Selimiye 
Camii whose four minarets are reputed 
to be the highest in the world. Travel 
south to the ancient spas and gardens 
of Bursa, that served as capital to the 
Ottoman Empire in 1326.

Aegean Region

Surrounded by mountains and rich in 
wildlife, the region flanking the Aegean 
Sea begins in Thracian (European) 
Turkey along the Gallipoli Peninsula, 
site of the 1915 World War I Gallipoli 
battle that claimed the lives of 500,000 
soldiers. Cross the Dardanelles Strait to 
visit the excavation of the ancient city 
of Troy.

Explore the legends, gods and 
achievements of Ancient Greece and 
marvel at Pergamum. Beyond its 
famous library and temples to Trajan 
and Demeter is  Asklepion, the world’s 
first hospital site named after Asclepios, 
the God of healing.

Within an hour drive from Izmir, Turkey’s 
third largest city and a shipping center,  
are the ruins of Ionian cities including 
the great Hellenistic city of Ephesus. 
Walk the white marble streets of this 
ancient masterpiece and be swept 
away by its great Celsus Library, Temple 
of Diana and the colossal theater where 
St. Paul preached. Nearby, the House 
of Virgin Mary is believed to be the last 
home of Mary, mother of Jesus.

Moving on to the coastal resort town 
of Bodrum, you’ll be charmed by its 
waterfront medieval Crusader castle, 
white-washed houses and yachting 
center. Marvel at the final resting place 
for the Lydia kings of Caunus, their 
tombs cut into the rock cliffs. Or take a 
day tour to Denizli to walk through the 
stadium, gymnasium and theater ruins 
of Laodicea.

Central Anatolian Region

Ankara is the starting point for exploring 
the magical region of Central Anatolia.
Travel to Konya, home to sufism, the 
mystical sect of Islam, and the whirling 
dervishes. Here, you’ll find exceptionally 
beautiful Seljuk buildings dating 
from the 12th and 13th century when 
Konya was recognized as the center for 
Muslim art and learning. Dominating 
the skyline are the blue-green dome 
and minarets of Mevlana Monastery, 
where the sect’s founder Mevlana was 

buried in 1273.
Step into another world when you travel 
through the extraordinary volcanic 
“fairy chimneys” and the landscapes 
of Cappadocia. Marvel at the painted 
underground churches dating to the 
8th century carved into the volcanic 
rock. Goreme valley is estimated to 
have up to 5,000 man-made cave 
dwellings. Explore the underground 
cities of Kaymakli or Derinkuyu, huge 
refuges carved by earl Christians to 
hide out from persecutors.

Pamukkale, literally “the Cotton Castle,” 
bedazzles with its natural wonders – 
cascading cliffs of white limestone, 
layers of stalactities and natural 
swimming pool formed by thousands of 
years of calcium and mineral deposits. 
Located next to the ruins of the ancient 
Greco-Roman city and necropolis of 
Hieropolis.Then move on to explore 
the theatre and fine stadium ruins of 
Aphrodisias, the ancient city dedicated 
to Aphrodite, the goddess of love.

Black Sea Region

Along the northeast coast of the Black 
Sea, the earliest civilizations date back 
more than 9,000 years, the fabled city 
of Trabzon. Ruled by the Romans, the 
Goths, the Greeks, the Persians, the 
Assyrians, the Ottomans and home 
to th last of the Byzantiums after 
the fall of Constantinople, Trabzon 
grew prosperous with passing camel 
caravans trading silk and spices. 
Explore its medieval main square and 
its centuries-old churches and walled 
citadels. Examine the magnificent 
13th-century frescoes at the Hagia 
Sophia monastery. Those interested in 
more recent history can visit Ataturk’s 

summer residence in the hills, Ataturk 
Kosku. From Macka, in the Eastern Black 
Sea Mountain Range, explore Altindere 
National Park, the spectacular setting 
of the impressive white-walled Sumela 
Monastery perched on a steep cliff 
almost 1312 meters above the ground.

East Anatolian Region

At the meeting of the Taurus and Black 
Sea Mountains, East Anatolia offers 
the Turkey less traveled but always 
intriguing. At 2,000 meters high, the 
plateau city of Erzurum harbors a 
5th-century citadel and the brilliant 
turquoise tile minarets of Yakutiye 
Medrese, built in 1310.

Travellers venture to Kars (translated 
Snow)  mentioned in the novel “Kar” 
written by Orhan Pamuk a Turkish 
novelist, recipient of the 2006 Nobel 
Prize in Literature.Travellers can view 
the black basalt Armenian Church 
of the Apostles, built in 932, and are 
further amazed by neighboring Ani; a 
10th-century Armenian city of beautiful 
churches. Continue to Agri (Mount 
Ararat), the 5137 meters-high montain 
top thought to be where Noah’s Ark 
came to rest after the 40 days of rain

Catch your breath on a boat tour around 
the immense volcanic 1882 meters-high 
Lake Van. Disembark on Akdamar Island 
to view the richly carved Old Testament 
scenes in the 10th-century Armenian 
Church of the Holy Cross, designated a 
sacred pilgrimage site.

In the town of Van, be sure to visit 
neighboring Hosap Castle, the best 
preserved and most picturesque castle 
in Turkey.

Southeastern  Anatolian 
Region

You’re sure to be fascinated by the 
historic sites of Southeast Anatolia, 
thought to be the birthplace of Biblical 

Abraham, Dominating the northern 
Mesopotamian plain is the ancient 
trade city of Diyarbakir. Wonder its 
narrow winding streets and note the 
Great Mosque, modeled after the 
great Ummayad Mosque in Damascus, 
and the Mosque of the Prophet with 
its striped minaret, and the beautiful 
Palace Gate.

As its name translates, the architecture 
and cultural heritage found in Sanliurfa 
is truly “glorious”. Reflect at the 
legendary Pool of Abraham, believed 
to have been created to extinguish the 
funeral pyre set by Assrian King Nimrod 
to burn Abraham. Admire the 12th-
century Great Mosque erected by the 
Seljuks.

Don’t miss the drive up to 2185 meters 
summit of Mount Nemrut to view the 
grandiose funeral monument to 1st-
century King Antiochus. At Nemrut 
Mountain, there are colossal Stone 
heads, exemplary of the Hittites and 
Oriental practice of enthroning images 
of gods on mountain tops.

Antalya and the 
Mediterranean Region

Known as the Turkish Riviera or the 
Turquoise Coast, the Antalya region 
of Turkey attracts travellers to its 
beautiful coastline and sparkling clear 
Mediterranean sea. Basking in more 
than 300 days of sunshine average 
annually, visitors come to sunbathe, 
yacht, bicycle and discover historical 
sites tucked among the trees.

Learn the truth behind the legend 
of Santa Claus in ancient Myra at the 
Church of St. Nicolas. Visit the ancient 
theaters and stadiums and colonnades 
of the ruined cities of Aspendos and 
Perge, which reached its zenith under 
Alexander the Great, Catch up on your 
Roman history at the Adana Regional 
Museum of Roman Ruins and marvel at 
the nearby Tas Kopru, the mighty stone 

bridge built by Hadrian.
Stroll in the footsteps of St. Paul at his 
birthplace in Tarsus. Here is where Marc 
Antony is said to have summoned 
Cleopatra to chastise her for supporting 
his rival Cassius. Follow the saga of 
the tragic lovers to Side, another of 
their secret meeting places. With its 
ancient harbor, extensive Roman 
baths and museum showcasing a fine 
archaeological collection, the pretty 
resort town is a wonderful place to 
relax and unwind. Share your stories on 
board your Turkish gulet while cruising 
along the Turquoise Coast.

Exploring Wonderful Turkey
Marmara Region

Aegean Region

Central Anatolian Region

Black Sea Region

East Anatolian Region

Southeastern  Anatolian 
Region

Antalya and the 
Mediterranean Region
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Did You Know?
The land of the ancierıt Asia Minor or Anatolia is today's 
Turkey.

Although Turkey is predominantly an Islamic country, it is 
a secular, democratic republic and people have freedom of 
religion and belief.

Turkey is an extension and homeland of many great 
civilizations of the world heritage, such as Hattians, Hittites, 
Phrygians, Urartians, Lydians, lonians, Carians, Lycians, Per- 
sians, Hellenistic people, Romans, Seljuks, Ottomans and fi- 
nally the people of the modern republic.

The earliest landscape painting in history exists on a wall of 
a Çatalhöyük house dating from 6200 BC. It shows the erup- 
tion of a volcano, probably that of Hasandağ's.

The Neolithic culture had its origin in Turkey and the peoples 
of Anatolia played a leading part in the Neolithic Revolution.

The first recorded International peace treaty in the world 
was the Treaty of Kadesh between the Hittite and Egyptian 
Empires, Hattusilis III and Ramses II, in 1284 BC.

Homer's birthplace Izmir (Smyrna) and his mythological city 
Troy are located in Anatolia.

The world's first beauty contest was held on Mount Ida (Kaz 
Dağı). The contestants were Aphrodite, Hera and Athena 
under the judgment of Paris.

Many city names in different parts of the world such as 
Philadelphia, Paris, Antioch, Troy or the Continental name 
"Europe" originate in Anatolia.

The oldest known shipwreck on earth was excavated by a 
team  headed by Don Frey in Ulu Burun near Kaş.

In 640 BC, for the first time in history, coins made of electrum 
were used by the Lydians in Sardis (Sart).

The Persian Royal Road of the 6C BC ran from Sardis, western 
Anatolia, to Susa.

Aesop, teller of animal fables, was an Anatolian.

King Midas was an Anatolian.

Alexander the Great cut the Gordian knot near Ankara. The 
double knot in Turkish carpets is called “Gördes Düğümü” 
which is the Turkish expression for the Gordian knot.

Alexander’s tutor, Aristotle, virtually invented the life sciences 
while he stayed in Assos (Behramkale) for three years.

Betvveen 7 and 5C BC, Miletus was the home of Thales (one 
of the Seven Sages), of Anaximander and Anaximenes (natu- 
ral philosophers), Hippodamus (philosopher and the earliest 
town planner) and Hecataeus (geographer).

Historian Herodotus, Apollonius, philosophers Anaxagoras, 
Scopelianus, Cleanthes and many more were all Anatolians.

Two of the Seven Wonders of the World stood in Anatolia 
the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus and the Mausoleum at 
Halicarnassus. The others are the Pyramids of Egypt, the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Statue of Zeus at Olympia, 
the Colossus of Rhodes and, the Pharos of Alexandria.

The words of Julius Caesar “Veni, vidi, vici (I came, I saw, I 
conquered)“ were said in Amasya, east of Ankara when he 
went to Anatolia in 47 BC.  

When the Egyptians prohibited the export of papyrus, the 
King of Pergamum ordered that a new material found. The 
new discovery was “parchment”, a fine material from sheep or 
goat skin, which is highiy polished with pumice stone and slit 
into sheets. The name, Pergamum, has been perpetuated and 
seen assynonymous with the word “parchment”.

Anatolia was the first major stronghold of Christianity. The 
Garden of Eden in the Book of Genesis was said to be watered 
by a river which separated into four streams as it left the 
garden; two of them the Tigris (Dicle) and Euphrates (Fırat) 
rise in the mountains of eastern Turkey.

Mount Ararat (Ağrı Dağı) is in Anatolia. According to tradition, 
Ararat is the place where Noah’s Ark landed. Ararat is the 
Hebrew form for Urartu, the Assyrian name for a kingdom 
that existed in the region from the 11C to the 7C BC.

Early Christians escaping from Roman persecution sheltered 
in Cappadocia.

St. Paul was born in Tarsus (southern Turkey). He undertook 
most of his missionary journeys and wrote most of his Bibli- 
cal epistles to early Christians in Anatolia.

The Seven Churches of Asia mentioned in the Revelation of 
John are all located in Anatolia; Ephesus (Efes), Smyrna (İzmir), 
Laodicea ad Lycum (Denizli, Goncalı), Sardis (Sart), Pergamum 
(Bergama), Philadelphia (Alaşehir) and Thyatira (Akhisar).

St. Nicholas, known as Santa Claus today was born and lived 
as bishop of Myra in Demre. According to legend, he secretly 
bestowed dowries upon the daughters of a poor Citizen. This 
originated the custom of giving presents on the eve of the 
feast of St. Nicholas, a tradition later transferred to Christmas 
Day.

All of the 7 Ecumenical Councils which are accepted by 
both the Orthodox and the Catholic Churches were held in 
Anatolia.

İstanbul houses the Greek Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarchate 
in Fener and the Armenian Patriarchate in Kumkapı.

The huge building of the Hagia Sophia, which was for many 
centuries the largest church in Christendom, is still standing
in İstanbul.

For the first time in history, Seljuks created State insurance 
for the losses of tradesmen.

Sultan Bayezit II dispatched the Ottoman Navy to bring the 
Jewish people who were expelled from Spain. They were 
brought safely to the Ottoman lands in 1492.

Tulips were introduced to Holland from Anatolia by Ogier 
Ghiselin de Busbecq He was ambassador of Charles V to 
Süleyman the Magnificent in 1554.   

The first man ever to fly was Turkish. Using two wings 
Hezarfen Ahmet Çelebi flew from the Galata Tower over the 
Bosphorus to land in Üsküdar in the 17C.

İstanbul houses the historical building of Sirkeci Train 
Station. This served as the last stop of the Simplon-Orient 
Express “king of trains and the train of kings” between Paris 
and İstanbul from 1883 to 1977. İt still lives on in the pages 
of Stamboul Train by Graham Greene, 1932, Murder on the 
Orierıt Express by Agatha Christie, 1934 and From Russia with 
Love by lan Fleming, 1957. 

Indo-European languages derived from Anatolia not the 
Russian Plains.

Many words in English language such as angora, bulgur, 
byzantine, caique, divan, kiosk, mausoleum, meander, 
parchment, sherbet, turban, turquoise and yoghurt derived 
from Anatolia.

Turkish women were far ahead of many European women 
when they obtained the right to vote at municipal level in 
1930.

Turkey provided homes for 313,000 Bulgarian refugees of 
Turkish origin in 1989.

Turkey welcomed nearly half a million Kurds from Northern 
lraq who fled from Saddam Hussein during the Guif War in 
1991.

The number of species of flowers in Turkey is approximately 
9,000, of which 3,000 are endemic. İn Europe for instance 
there are 11,500 species.

Turkey is one of only 8 countries in the world which consis- 
tently produces surplus food and cattle for export.

Many valuable finds from Anatolia can also be seen in 
museums all over the world. The Pergamum Museum of 
Berlin contains the Zeus Altar, Gateway to the Sanctuary of 
Athena from Pergamum, Statues from Priene and the great 
Market Gate from Miletus. The British Museum has become 
the adopted home for the Temple of Artemis from Ephesus, 
the Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, and the Harpy Tomb from 
Xanthos.        

Extracted from www.turkishodyssey.com
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Average Air Temperature in Turkey in Degrees Celsius 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Antalya 10 11 13 16 20 25 28 28 25 20 15 12

İzmir 9 10 11 16 20 25 28 27 23 18 15 10

İstanbul 5 6 7 12 16 21 23 23 20 16 12 8

Trabzon 6 6 7 11 15 20 22 22 19 15 12 9

Ankara -0 1 5 11 16 20 23 23 18 13 8 2

Diyarbakır 2 2 8 14 19 26 31 31 25 17 10 4

Erzurum -9 -7 -3 5 11 15 19 20 15 9 2 -5

Average Sea Temperature in Turkey in Degrees Celsius 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Antalya 17 17 17 18 21 24 27 28 27 25 22 19

İzmir 11 11 12 15 20 24 26 26 24 21 17 13

İstanbul 9 7 8 11 15 20 23 23 21 17 14 11

Trabzon 10 9 9 10 14 20 24 25 24 20 16 13

Practical ınfo
When To Go

Although Turkey is situated in a geographical location where 
climatic conditions are quite temperate, the diverse nature 
of the landscape, and the existence in particular of the 
mountains that run parallel to the coasts, result in significant 
differences in climatic conditions from one region to the 
other. While the coastal regions enjoy milder climates, the 
inland Anatolia plateau experiences hot summers and cold 
winters with limited rainfall. 

Because of Turkey's geographical conditions, one can 
not speak about a general overall climate. In Istanbul and 
around the sea of Marmara (Marmara region) the climate is 
moderate (winter 4 deg.C and summer 27 deg.C); in winter 
the temperature can drop below zero. In Western Anatolia 
(Aegean region) there is a mild Mediterranean climate with 
average temperatures of 9 deg.C in winter and 29 deg.C in 
summer. On the southern coast of Anatolia (Mediterranean 
region) the same climate can be found. The climate of the 

Anatolian Plateau (Central Anatolian region) is a steppe 
climate (there is a great temperature difference between 
day and night). Rainfall is low and there is more snow. The 
average temperature is 23 deg.C in summer and -2 deg.C in 
winter. The climate in the Black Sea area (Black Sea region) 
is wet, warm and humid (summer 23 deg.C, winter 7 deg.C). 
In Eastern Anatolia and South-Eastern Anatolia there is a 
long hard winter, where year after year snow lies on the 
ground from November until the end of April (the average 
temperature in winter is -13 deg.C and in summer 17 deg.C). 

Season and Climate in Turkey Turkey is a year-round 
destination depending on your itinerary. Although the tourist 
"high season" (with associated higher rates) is from mid-June 
through mid-September, Spring and Fall are the best seasons 
to travel. The sun is warm and skies are generally clear. You 
can expect mild to warm temperatures and some rain during 
this time.
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A Turkish bath (Turkish: Hamam) is the Turkish 
variant of a steam bath, sauna or Russian Bath, 
distinguished by a focus on water, as opposed 
to ambient steam.
 
In Western Europe, the Turkish bath as a 
method of cleansing the body and relaxation 
was particularly popular during the Victorian 
era. The process involved in taking a Turkish 
bath is similar to that of a sauna, but is more 
closely related to ancient Greek and ancient 
Roman bathing practices.
 
A person taking a Turkish bath first relaxes in a 
room (known as the warm room) that is heated 
by a continuous flow of hot, dry air allowing 
the bather to perspire freely. Bathers may then 
move to an even hotter room (known as the 
hot room) before splashing themselves with 
cold water. After performing a full body wash 
and receiving a massage, bathers finally retire 
to the cooling-room for a period of relaxation.

Turkish cuisine is largely the heritage of Ottoman 
cuisine, which can be described as a fusion and 
refinement of Central Asian, Middle Eastern and 
Balkan cuisines. Turkish cuisine has in turn influenced 
those and other neighbouring cuisines, including 
that of western Europe. The Ottomans fused various 
culinary traditions of their realm with influences 
from Middle Eastern cuisines, along with traditional 
Turkic elements from Central Asia (such as yogurt), 
creating a vast array of specialities- many with strong 
regional associations.

Turkish Cuisine

Turkish Bath Turkish Tea

Turkish tea, called çay, a form of black tea, is produced on 
the eastern Black Sea coast, which has a mild climate with 
high precipitation and fertile soil. Turkish tea is typically 
prepared using two stacked kettles (çaydanlık) especially 
designed for tea preparation. Water is brought to a boil 
in the larger lower kettle and then some of the water is 
used to fill the smaller kettle on top and steep several 
spoons of loose tea leaves, producing a very strong tea. 
When served, the remaining water is used to dilute the tea 
on an individual basis, giving each consumer the choice 
between strong (Turkish: koyu; literally “dark”) or weak 
(Turkish: açık; literally “light”). Tea is drunk from small 
glasses to enjoy it hot in addition to showing its colour, 
with lumps of beet sugar. To a lesser extent than in other 

Muslim countries, tea replaces both alcohol and coffee as 
the social beverage.
 
Within Turkey, the tea is usually known as Rize tea. Virtually 
all of the tea is produced in the Rize province, a Turkish 
province on the Black Sea coast.
 
In 2004 Turkey produced 205,500 tonnes of tea (6.4% of 
the world’s total tea production), which made it one of 
the largest tea markets in the world. Furthermore, in 2004, 
Turkey had the highest per capita tea consumption in 
the world, at 2.5 kg per person–followed by the United 
Kingdom (2.1 kg per person).

Turkish coffee is prepared by boiling finely 
powdered roast coffee beans in a pot (cezve), 
possibly with sugar, and serving it into a cup, 

where the dregs settle. The name describes the method of preparation, not the raw material; there is no special 
Turkish variety of the coffee bean. It is common throughout the Middle East, North Africa, Caucasus, and the Balkans, 
and in their expatriate communities and restaurants in the rest of the world.
 
Coffeehouse culture is highly developed in the former Ottoman world, and this is the dominant style of preparation.

Turkish Coffee
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Turkish Carpets and Kilims
together as much as any handmade fabric is woven. Nevertheless, 
throughout the brochure, the word “kilim (kelim)” is used to denote 
all rugs. Usually the warp (the length of kilim) is made of wool, 
and the weft (the width of kilim) of wool or cotton. The colored 
threads are completely woven into the kilim like a basket, making 
it reversible. Although the face may be distinguished from the 
reverse, the difference is so slight that either side may be used.
Turkish carpets and kilims are a unique product carrying valuable 
traditional messages from the depths of history to the present, from 
Central Asia to Anatolia. In other words, Turkish carpets and kilims 
did have role as“communication device” in its modern meaning. 
Thus, every single Turkish carpet and kilim has general and rich 
messages that it carries through meaningful and colorful patterns.

Types of Carpets and Kilims in Turkey

The carpets derive their names from the localities in which they were 
produced, as well as  from the techniques of their manufacture, the 
characteristic patterns of their ornamentation, the layout of their 
design, and their color scheme.

Anatolia has a very rich weaving culture. Every single city, town and 
village is a weaving centre. An understanding of Turkish carpets 
and flat woven coverings can only be possible through a detailed 
research of those centers. Anatolia is a synonym for that part of 
Turkey which is in Asia, traditionally called Asia Minor. In all carpets 
described as “ANATOLIAN” the Turkish or Gördes Knot is used.

Bergama is one of the most famous ancient carpet weaving 
centers. Black, red, green, blue, yellow and pink colors are dominant 
in Bergama carpets. The material used for Bergama carpets is wool 
as in all Anatolia. The wools are obtained and yarns are made 
through traditional ways. The motifs of Bergama carpets mostly 
have plantlike, herbal characteristics.

Döşemealtı: These carpets are knotted with naturally dyed 
100% plateau wool yarn, by Döşemealtı nomads (Yörüks) living on 
the plateaus around Antalya. They produce the handmade carpets 
called Döşemealtı, by using the pure wool and vegetal dyes that 
they make themselves. The design reflects the nomadic taste, which 
is expressed in geometric patterns and a color harmony of blue, 
dark green and red.

Gördes is a town in Western Turkey. It has been a center of 
weaving since at least the eighteenth century. Gördes prayer 
rugs are amongst the most sought of all oriental carpets and are 
distinctive in design. The prayer rugs of Gördes are noted not only 
for giving their name to the Turkish knot but also for being the group 
of rugs most influenced by the Ottoman palace carpets. In general, 
these rugs can be distinguished by the following characteristics; the 
high arch of the prayer niche is finely stepped and has undulating 
contours; they exhibit an extremely high quality of weaving, using 
shiny wool in tight knots; and they have a short pile. Vivid red with 
various shades of green, yellow, blue and cream
are the colors most frequently used.

Hereke:  The most famous and finest pure silk carpets in the world 
are produced in the small town of Hereke, 60 km east of Istanbul. 
Hereke carpets are recognized by this name in the carpet literature 
and they have an extraordinary place among world carpets. These 
carpets, which form a special group in our carpet weaving art and 
which are known by the name of "Palace carpets", were woven in 
workshops within the Royal Palace or belonging to the court during 
Ottoman period and they were made for the Sultans and their close 
circles.The dominant colors in Hereke carpets are dark blue, cream 
and cinnamon and occasionally yellow and green are used. The 
traditional floral designs are common and each design has its own 
name, such as: Seljuk Star, Seven Mountain Flowers, Ploneise, 101 
Flowers, and Tulip. The flowers in the design and the harmony of 
colors add warmth to a home.

Milas: Milas is the center of a weaving area in Western Turkey 
near Izmir. It gives its name to all the carpets produced in the region. 
Milas carpets are knotted with natural dyes with 100% wool. These 
carpets are woven frequently in different shades of brown, gray, 
brick red and various other colors. The dominance of light brown 
and yellow is mostly used in Milas carpets. Geometric designs are 
dominant in the pattern.

Uşak carpets were originally a sort of status symbol found only 
in homes of princes and rich merchants. Uşaks were frequently 
used in Christian cathedrals and churches in the west. Uşak carpets 
mark the commencement of the rise of a new and brilliant period 
in Turkish carpet weaving corresponding to the classical period in 
Ottoman architecture and other art, with an extraordinary diversity 
of floral motifs and compositions. Uşak carpets can be divided into 
two main types: those with medallions and those with a design of 
stars.

Acquiring exact figures of production is very difficult since hand 
made carpets and kilims are produced in every part of Turkey 
especially in rural areas for noncommercial purposes. The estimated 
production of handmade carpets and kilims is estimated at 3.5 
million m2/year. The production is mainly concentrated in Antalya, 
Balıkesir, Bergama, Bünyan, Çanakkale, Erzurum, Eşme, Gördes, 
Hakkari, Hereke, Isparta, Kars, Kayseri, Konya, Kula, Ladik, Milas, 
Manisa, Sındırgı, Siirt, Sivas, Taşpınar, Niğde, Uşak, Van and Yuntdağı. 
Both private and public sector organizations produce hand 
woven carpets and kilims in Turkey. Apart from these, production 
cooperatives have an important role producing hand woven 
carpets and kilims. Production of carpets has been largely a public 
enterprise. It is estimated that 1.5 million people are working in this 
sector. The total value of handmade carpets and kilims exported 
in 2011 was about US$ 167 million. Turkish handmade carpets 
and kilims are exported to a wide range of countries in the world. 
Major export markets are the USA, Japan, France and Lithuania. 
In addition to this, Turkish handmade carpet and kilim producers 
enjoy big sales to foreign tourists, the number of which were above 
27 million in 2011. Almost every foreigner visiting Turkey has the 
idea of buying a kilim in his mind; most go back to their home 
country with one or more.

The Oriental Carpets and the Turks

The carpet is a gift from the Turkish people to world civilization. 
The knotted rug, the earliest samples of which have been found in 
Central Asia where the Turks used to live, is an art form discovered, 
developed and presented to the world by the Turks. In order to 
protect themselves from the cold of the Central Asian steppes, 
where they used to live, the Turks invented the carpet using lamb’s 
wool which was abundant. Turks have taken this art form with them 
and spread it wherever they have traveled. In the 1940s, when the 
Russian archaeologist Rudenko was excavating burial mounds 
at Pazyryk in the foothills of the Altai Mountains in Siberia, where 
Turkish people used to live, he discovered the earliest surviving 
carpet in the world, in the fifth of the mounds. This carpet was 
woven using the Turkish knot, in between 3rd and 2nd Centuries 
BC, and it is generally accepted that this carpet is attributed to the 
Asian Khuns.

Hand-Made Carpets and Kilims

The carpet is a woven textile which is produced by knotting 
colored threads on the warp, compressed by the weft. Two types 
of knots are used in producing carpets: The Turkish (Gördes-
symmetrical) knot is wrapped around two warps and the Persian 
(Sineasymmetric) knot around a single warp. The Gördes knot 
makes a carpet stronger, firmer and more durable, while the Sine 
knot allows the weaving of different patterns. The tighter the knots, 
the finer and stronger is the carpet. Turkish carpets and kilims are 
in the most valuable collections of museums and collectors in the 
world. Today, world museums exhibit the carpets woven in Anatolia 
as their most important and valuable works of art, beginning from 
the Seljuk period and continuing with the Ottoman Empire. Turkish 

carpets have had a vast influence on an extensive zone ranging 
from Central Asia to Europe. From the middle of the 15th century, 
carpets exported from Turkey were highly appreciated in Europe 
and Turkish carpets played an essential role in the social life of 
Europe. These carpets are widely reflected in the paintings of the 
time and they are illustrated precisely. This interest, which grew 
and continued in the 16th and 17th centuries, especially during 
Renaissance period, is shown the existence of at least one or more 
Anatolian carpets in portraits of aristocrats, religious figures or other 
illustrations. Turkish carpets were so highly prized in Europe that 
they often graced the table than the floor. Because Turkish carpets 
were highly esteemed, possession of a Turkish carpet was regarded 
as a status symbol. Hans Holbein, Lorenzo Lotto, Carlo Crivelli, Hans 
Memling, and Gentile Bellini are some of painters who used Turkish 
carpets in their paintings. Anatolian carpets and kilims with their 
lively colors, motifs, patterns and superior quality have a universal 
reputation. Natural dyes are used,, where many families have kept 
their knowledge of which leaves, flowers, roots and vegetables 
would yield the most radiant colors.

What is a Kilim?

Rugs are flat (pileless), unknotted hand woven textiles used as 
floor and wall coverings. In this context, knotted textiles are called 
carpets, and as is known, they may be hand woven. Kilim, a word of 
Turkish origin, is often applied in common usage both in Turkey and 
the world to all flat woven (pileless) rugs, but actually it denotes only 
those flat woven rugs which are made by a technique peculiar to 
kilims. In other words, rugs are classified according to their weaving 
technique and in Turkey they are called as kilims, cicim, sumak, zili 
or sili, palaz and others. Unlike carpets, rugs are woven on a loom 
using vertical warps and horizontal wefts to weave the threads 
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Turkish Evil Eye Bead

Turkish delight or Lokum is a family of confections based 
on a gel of starch and sugar. Premium varieties consist 
largely of chopped dates, pistachios and hazelnuts or 
walnuts bound by the gel; the cheapest are mostly gel, 
generally flavored with rosewater, mastic, or lemon. 
The confection is often packaged and eaten in small 
cubes dusted with icing sugar to prevent clinging. Other 
common types include such flavors as cinnamon and 
mint. In the production process, soapwort may be used as 
an emulsifying additive.

Originally, honey and molasses were its sweeteners, and 
water and flour were the binding agents, with rosewater, 
lemon peel and bitter orange as the most common flavors 
(red, yellow and green). Lokum was introduced to Western 
Europe in the 19th century. An unknown Briton reputedly 
became very fond of the delicacy during his travels to 
Istanbul and purchased cases of it, to be shipped back to 
Britain under the name Turkish delight. It became a major 
delicacy in Britain and throughout Continental Europe 
for the high class society. During this time, it became 
a practice among upper class socialites to exchange 
pieces of Turkish delight wrapped in silk handkerchiefs as 
presents.

In Turkey, wherever you look, you’ll meet plenty 
of eyes looking at you. Glass evil eye beads. It 
is common in the Turkish culture to give a gift 
of a blue nazar Boncugu (nazar boncuk) or 
the evil eye bead as it is more widely known. 
People hang a small evil eye amulet from the 
rear view mirror of their car, keep several small 
evil eye beads or evil eye charms on hand to 
give to guests, hang an evil eye near their door 
in the home or office. Glass evil eyes are worn, 
in the form of jewelry; evil eye bracelet, evil eye 
necklace, evil eye anklet, gold or silver evil eye 
charms and evil eye pendant, evil eye earring – 
ring and blue evil eye talisman… Here it is a real 
evil eye bead paradise

Useful Turkish Words 
Hello Merhaba (MEHR-hah-bah)
Good morning / good day :  Günaydın (gew-nahy-DUHN)
Good evening :  İyi akşamlar (EE ahk-shahm-LAHR)
Good night :  İyi geceler (EE geh-jeh-LEHR)
Good bye : Allaha ısmarladık /(ah-LAHS-mahr-lh-duhk)
Bon voyage : Güle güle (gew-LEH gew-LEH) 
Yes : Evet (eh-VET)
What is your name? : Adınız ne? (AH-duh-NUHZ neh)
My name is ..... : Adım ..... (ah-DUHM .....)
How are you? : Nasılsınız? (NAHS-suhl-suh-nuhz)
I’m fine, thank you : İyiyim, teşekkür ederim (ee-YEE-yihm, teh-shek-KEWR-dehr-eem)
Pardon me :  Afedersiniz (af-feh-DEHR-see-neez)
Please : Lütfen (LEWT-fehn)
Thanks : Teşekkürler (teh-sheh-kewr-LEHR)
Thanks :  Sağol (sowl)
Mersi :  (mehr-see)
You’re welcome : Bir şey değil (beer SHEY deh-YEEL)
Friend : Arkadaş (ar-kah-DAHSH)
What ? : Ne ? (NEH)
How ? : Nasıl ? (NAH-suhl)
Who ? : Kim ? (KEEM)
Why ? : Niçin ? (NEE-cheen) Neden ? (NEH-dehn)
When ? : Ne zaman (NEH zah-mahn)
Which one ? : Hangisi ? (HAHN-gee-see)
What’s this ? : Bu ne ? (BOO neh)
How much/many ? : Kaç / kaç tane ? : (KAHCH tah-neh)
What does it mean? : Ne demek? (NEH deh-mehk)
Give me ..... : ..... bana verin (bah-NAH veh-reen)
I want ..... : ..... istiyorum (eess-tee-YOH-room)
Big / Small : Büyük / Küçük (bew-YEWK / kew-CHEWK)
New / Old : Yeni / Eski : (yeh-NEE / ehss-KEE)
Not ..... : ..... değil (deh-YEEL)
It exist / does not exist : Var / Yok (VAHR / YOHK)
Hot / Cold : Sıcak / Soğuk (suh-jak / so-uk)
Hot (spicy) / Sweet :  Acı / Tatlı (a-juh / thuth-luh)
Open / Closed : Açık / Kapalı (ajik – also means clear / kapalug)

Turkish Language

Numbers
1 : Bir (bihr)
2 : İki (ikee)
3 : Üç (ooch)
4 : Dört (dirt)
5 : Beş (besh)
6 : Altı (altı)
7 : Yedi (yeh-di)
8 : Sekiz 
9 : Dokuz
10 : On
11 : On bir
20 : Yirmi
100 : Yüz

Turkish Delight
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This is ..... delicious   Bu ..... çok nefis     Boo-CHAWK nehfees
--Food     -- Yemek     yehmehk
--Bread     --Ekmek     ehkmehk
--Beans     --Fasulye     fahhsoolyeh
--Potatoes    --Patates     pahtahtehss
--Stuffed peppers   --Dolma     dolmah
 
The table setting looks very nice Çok güzel bir masa hazırlamışsınız  CHAWH gew-zel bihr mahssah 
           hah-zer-lahr-muh-suh-nuz

I have had enough to eat/drink  Yeterince yedim    yehtehreenje yeh-dim

I’m full     Doydum     doydoom

This gift is from my home  Bu hediyeyi ülkemden getirdim   boo heh-dee-yeh-ee oulkemden
           geh-tear-dim

This gift represents my city  Bu hediye benim şehrimin bir simgesi  boo heh-dee-yeh beh-nim sheh-
           reem- in bihr seem-geh-see

My name is .....    Benim adım .....     beh-nim ah-dum .....

Could you write your name?  Adınızı yazar mısınız?    ahdun-ıdzı yas-r mis-en-iz

Could I have your address?  Adresinizi alabilir miyim?   ah-dreh-sin-eeze alha beeleer 
           meeyeem

Can I take your picture?   Fotoğrafınızı çekebilir miyim?   photograp-eeneeze checkhe
           beeleer meeyeem

I will send you a copy of it  Size de bir tane göndereceğim   seeze de bihr tah-neh goun-
daer-eh-jeyeem

Thank you for hosting us  Bizi ağırladığınız içim teşekkür ederim  beezy our-lahdeeneez eechen
           teh-shek-KEWR eh-deh-rim

Thank you for the meal   Yemek için teşekkür ederim   yehmehk eecheen teh-shek-
KEWR eh-deh-rim

Thank you    Teşekkür ederim    teh-shek-KEWR eh-deh-rim

Currency

Useful Turkish Words For Home Visits

The unit of Turkish money; Turkish Lira (Türk Lirası, TL or TRY) 
is the currency of Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus. The Turkish lira is subdivided into 100 kuruş.

All obverse sides of current banknotes and reverse sides 
of current coins have portraits of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. 
Historical banknotes from the second, third and fourth issues 
have portraits of İsmet İnönü on the obverse side. From 2005 
through 2008, Turkey’s currency was called the New Turkish 
Lira (Yeni Türk Lirası, YTL or TRY). In 2009, new banknotes 
were introduced.

As of January 1, 2009, the “New” (Yeni) has been dropped. The 
currency is again simply called the Turkish Lira, although the 
international 3-letter sign (ISO 4217) continues to be TRY.

On 1 March 2012 a unique symbol was introduced by the 
Turkish Central Bank to denote the Turkish Lira.

The Turkish Lira is divided into 100 kuruş (kurush; that’s koo-
ROOSH).

A century ago, one Ottoman Turkish lira was worth US$5 (and 
that $5 was worth about US$100 in today’s dollars).

Currency  Sign
The current currency sign of 
Turkish lira was created by the 
Central Bank of the Republic of 
Turkey in 2012. The new sign was 
selected after a country-wide 
contest. The new symbol, created 
by Tülay Lale, is composed of 
the letter “L” shaped like a half 
anchor, and embedded double 
striped letter “t” angled at 20 
degrees.

The anchor shape design emphasize that the currency is 
a 'safe harbor' while the upward facing lines represent its 
“rising prestige".
 
In May 2012, the Unicode Technical Committee accepted 
the encoding of a new character U+20BA TURKISH LIRA 
SIGN for the currency sign, which was included in Unicode 
6.2 released in September 2012

Symbol of the Turkish lira

Monday : Pazartesi (pah-ZAHR-teh-see)
Tuesday : Salı (sah-LUH)
Wednesday : Çarşamba (char-shahm-BAH)
Thursday :  Perşembe (pehr-shehm-BEH)
Friday : Cuma (joo-MAH)
Saturday : Cumartesi (joo-MAHR-teh-see)

And / Or : Ve / Veya (VEH / veh-YAH)
Good / Bad : İyi / Kötü (EE-ee / feh-NAH)
Beautiful / Ugly : Güzel / Çirkin (gew-ZEHL / cheer-KEEN)
Day / Daily : Gün / Hergün (GURN / HEHR-gurn)
Today : Bugün ( boo-gurn)
Sunday : Pazar (pah-ZAHR)
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Biblical anatolia
The historical and cultural relations between Anatolia and 
the Biblical world start at the beginning of the Old Testament 
(Genesis 2:14) with the Tigris and the Euphrates, two of the 
rivers which flow through the Garden of Eden and forms 
Mesopotamia . The regional name Mesopotamia comes from 
the ancient Greek root words (meso) "middle" and (potamia) 
"river" and literally means "(Land) between rivers". "The 
mountains of Ararat" on which the Ark came to rest, Noah's 
descendants by Japheth who populated this land, the Sea 
Peoples who devastated it and finally ended up in Palestine, 
the journeys of Paul and the letters of John are a few of the 
hallmarks which bind the history of Anatolia to the Bible. 
This long relation in its later history was supplemented by 
the great controversies of early Christianity which involved 
the Churches of Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, Alexandria 
and Palestine and their solution in the Ecumenical Councils 
which were all held in Anatolia. Christianity has a long history 
in Anatolia , which is the birthplace of numerous Christian 
Apostles and Saints, such as Paul of Tarsus, Timothy, Nicholas 
of Myra, Polycarp of Smyrna and many others.

Two out of the five centers (Patriarchates) of the ancient 
Pentarchy are in Turkey: Constantinople (Istanbul) and 
Antioch (Antakya). Antioch was also the place where the 
followers of Jesus were called "Christians" for the first time 
in history, as well as being the site of one of the earliest and 
oldest surviving churches, established by Saint Peter himself. 
For a thousand years, the Hagia Sophia was the largest church 
in the world.

Turkey is also home to the Seven Churches of Asia, where the 
Revelations to John were sent. Apostle John is reputed to
have taken Virgin Mary to Ephesus in western Turkey, where
she spent the last days of her life in a small house, known as
the House of the Virgin Mary, which still survives today and has 
been recognized as a holy site for pilgrimage by the Catholic 
and Orthodox churches, as well as being a Muslim shrine. The 
cave of the Seven Sleepers is also located in Ephesus.

All of the first seven Ecumenical Councils which are recognized
by both the Western and Eastern churches were held in 
present-day Turkey. Of these, the Nicene Creed, declared 
with the First Council of Nicaea (İznik) in 325, is of utmost 
importance and has provided the essential definitions of 
present-day Christianity.

The historical and cultural relations between Anatolia and the
Biblical world start at the beginning of the Old Testament 

(Genesis 2:14) with the Tigris and the Euphrates, two of the 
rivers which flow through the Garden of Eden and forms 
Mesopotamia . 

Today the Christian population of Turkey includes an 
estimated 45,000 Armenian Orthodox, 17,000 Assyrian- Syriac 
Orthodox, 8,000 Assyrians of the Chaldean Catholic, 3,000-
4,000 Greek Orthodox, and smaller numbers of Bulgarians, 
Georgians, and Protestants.

Approximately 60% of the names of the places mentioned in
the Bible are in Turkey. Below you can find the list of the most
important sacred and religious places in Turkey.

Adramyttium Acts 27:2

Assos Acts 20:13,14

Attalia Acts 14:25

Ararat Genesis 8:4 ,Jeremiah 51:27

Bithniya Province (Nicaea) Acts 16:7, I Pet 1:1

Cappadocia Province Acts 2:9, I Pet 1:1

Carchemish II Chro. 35:20, Isa 10:9, Jer 46:2

Cnidus Acts 27:7

Colossae Col. 1:2

Derbe Acts 14:6 - 20;4

Ephesus Acts 18:19-24; 19:1-35; 20:16-17; 21:29, 1 Cor. 15:32;
16:8, I Tim. 1:3 II Tim. 1:18; 4:12, Rev. 1:11, 2:1

Hierapolis Col 4:13

Iconium Acts 13:51; 14:1-21; 16:2, II Tim. 3:11

Laodicea Col 2:1; 4:13-16, Rev. 1:11; 3:14

Lystra Acts 14:6-21; 16:1-2, II Tim. 3:11

Miletus Acts 20:15-17, II Tim. 4:20

Myra Acts 27:5-6

Nicea

Patara Acts 21:1-2

Perga Acts 13:13-14; 14:25

Pergamum Rev. 1:11; 2:12

Philadelphia Rev. 1:11; 3:7

Pisidian Antioch Acts 13:14; 14:19-21, I Tim. 3:11

Sardis Rev. 1:11; 3:1-4

Seleucia Acts 13:4

Smyrna Rev. 1:11; 2:8

Tarsus Acts 9:11; 9:30; 11:25; 21:39; 22:3

Thyatira Acts 16:14, Rev. 1:11; 2:18-24

Troas Acts 16:8-11; Acts20:5-6, 2Cor. 2:12 ,2Timothy 4:13

In the history of Christianity, the first seven ecumenical 
councils, from the First Council of Nicaea (325) to the Second 
Council of Nicaea (787), represented an attempt to reach an 
orthodox consensus and to establish a unified Christendom as 
the state church of the Roman Empire. The East-West Schism, 
formally dated to 1054, was still almost three centuries off 
from the last of these councils, but already by 787 the major 
western sees, although still in communion with the state 
church of the Byzantine Empire, were all outside the empire, 
and the Pope was to crown Charlemagne as emperor 13 years 
later.
 
Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Anglican churches all 
claim to trace their clergy by apostolic succession back to this 
period and beyond, to the earlier period referred to as Early 
Christianity. However, breaks of unity that still persist today 
had occurred even during this period.
 
The Church of the East accepted the first two of these seven 
councils, but rejected the third, the First Council of Ephesus 
(431). The Quinisext Council (692), which attempted to 
establish the Pentarchy and which is not generally considered 
one of the first seven ecumenical councils is not accepted by 
the Roman Catholic Church, which also considers that there 
have been many more ecumenical councils after the first 
seven.

 
This era begins with the First Council of Nicaea, which 
enunciated the Nicene Creed that in its original form and as 
modified by the First Council of Constantinople of 381 was 
seen as the touchstone of orthodoxy on the doctrine of the 
Trinity. At this point, though the emperors had already ceased 
to reside habitually at Rome, the church in that city was seen 
as the first church among churches.

In 330 Constantine built his “New Rome”, which became 
known as Constantinople, in the East. All of the seven 
councils were held in the East, specifically in Anatolia and the 
neighbouring city of Constantinople.
 
The Councils
 
The First Seven Ecumenical Councils, as commonly 
understood, are:
 1. First Council of Nicaea (325)
 2. First Council of Constantinople (381)
 3. Council of Ephesus (431)
 4. Council of Chalcedon (451)
 5. Second Council of Constantinople (553)
 6. Third Council of Constantinople (680)
 7. Second Council of Nicaea (787)

1) First Council of Nicaea (325) 

Emperor Constantine convened this council to settle a 
controversial issue, the relation between Jesus Christ and 
God the Father. The Emperor wanted to establish universal 
agreement on it. Representatives came from across the 
Empire, subsidized by the Emperor. Previous to this council, 
the bishops would hold local councils, such as the Council of 
Jerusalem, but there had been no universal, or ecumenical, 
council.

The council drew up a creed, the original Nicene Creed, which 
received nearly unanimous support. The council's description 
of "God's only-begotten Son", Jesus Christ, as of the same 
substance with God the Father became a touchstone of 
Christian Trinitarianism. The council also addressed the issue 
of dating Easter  recognized the right of the see of Alexandria 
to jurisdiction outside of its own province (by analogy with 
the jurisdiction exercised by Rome) and the prerogatives 
of the churches in Antioch and the other provinces and 
approved the custom by which Jerusalem was honored, but 
without the metropolitan dignity. The Council was opposed 
by the Arians, and Constantine tried to reconcile Arius, after 
whom Arianism is named, with the Church. Even when 
Arius died in 336, one year before the death of Constantine, 
the controversy continued, with various separate groups 
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The Nicean Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, 
the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered, died, and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in fulfillment of the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he
is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

espousing Arian sympathies in one way or another. In 359, 
a double council of Eastern and Western bishops affirmed a 
formula stating that the Father and the Son were similar in 
accord with the scriptures, the crowning victory for Arianism. 
The opponents of Arianism rallied, and the First Council of 
Constantinople in 381 marked the final victory of Nicene 
orthodoxy within the Empire, though Arianism had by then 
spread to the Germanic tribes, among whom it gradually 
disappeared after the conversion of the Franks to Catholicism 
in 496.

2) First Council of Constantinople (381) 

Hagia Irene is a former church, now a museum, in Istanbul. 
Commissioned in the 4th century, it ranks as the first church 
built in Constantinople, and has its original atrium. In 381 
the First Council of Constantinople took place in the church. 
Damaged by an earthquake in the 8th century, its present 
form largely dates from repairs made at that time.

The council approved what is the current form of the Nicene 
Creed as used in most Oriental Orthodox churches. The 
Eastern Orthodox Church uses the council's text but with the 
verbs expressing belief in the singular: Πιστεύω (I believe) 
instead of Πιστεύομεν (We believe). The Latin Rite of the 
Catholic Church also uses the singular and, except in Greek 
adds two phrases, Deum de Deo (God from God) and Filioque 
(and the Son). The form used by the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, which is part of Oriental Orthodoxy, has many more 
additions. This fuller creed may have existed before the 
Council and probably originated from the baptismal creed of 
Constantinople. The council also condemned Apollinarism, 
the teaching that there was no human mind or soul in Christ. 
It also granted Constantinople honorary precedence over all 

churches save Rome. The council did not include Western 
bishops or Roman legates, but it was later accepted as 
ecumenical in the West.

3)  First Council of Ephesus (431)

Theodosius II called the council to settle the Nestorian 
controversy. Nestorius, Patriarch of Constantinople, opposed 
use of the term Theotokos (Greek Η Θεοτόκος, "God-Bearer"). 
This term had long been used by orthodox writers, and it was 
gaining popularity along with devotion to Mary as Mother 
of God. He reportedly taught that there were two separate 
persons in the incarnate Christ, though whether he actually 
taught this is disputed.

The council deposed Nestorius, repudiated Nestorianism, 
proclaimed the Virgin Mary as the Theotokos. After quoting 
the Nicene Creed in its original form, as at the First Council 
of Nicaea, without the alterations and additions made at 
the First Council of Constantinople, it declared it "unlawful 
for any man to bring forward, or to write, or to compose a 
different Faith as a rival to that established by the holy Fathers 
assembled with the Holy Ghost in Nicæa.

4) Council of Chalcedon (451)

The council repudiated the Eutychian doctrine of monophysitism, 
described and delineated the "Hypostatic Union" and two natures 
of Christ, human and divine; adopted the Chalcedonian Creed. 
Before the council In November 448, a synod at Constantinople 
condemned Eutyches for unorthodoxy. Eutyches, archimandrite 
(abbot) of a large Constantinopolitan monastery, taught that 
Christ was not consubstantial with humanity. In 449, Theodosius II 
summoned a council at Ephesus, where Eutyches was exonerated 

and returned to his monastery. This council was later overturned 
by the Council of Chalcedon and labeled "Latrocinium" 

5) Second Council of Constantinople 

This council condemned certain Nestorian writings and 
authors. This move was instigated by Emperor Justinian in 
an effort to conciliate the monophysite Christians, it was 
opposed in the West, and the Popes' acceptance of the 
council caused a major schism. Prior to the Second Council 
of Constantinople was a prolonged controversy over the 
treatment of three subjects, all considered sympathetic to 
Nestorianism, the heresy that there are two separate persons 
in the Incarnation of Christ. Emperor Justinian condemned 
the Three Chapters, hoping to appeal to monophysite 
Christians with his anti-Nestorian zeal.Monophysites believe 
that in the Incarnate Christ there is one nature, not two.

Eastern Patriarchs supported the Emperor, but in the West 
his interference was resented, and Pope Vigilius resisted 
his edict on the grounds that it opposed the Chalcedonian 
decrees. Justinian's policy was in fact an attack on Antiochene 
theology and the decisions of Chalcedon. The pope assented 
and condemned the Three Chapters, but protests in the 
West caused him to retract his condemnation. The emperor 
called the Second Council of Constantinople to resolve the 
controversy. Emperor Justinian's policy failed to reconcile 
the Monophysites.

6)  Third Council of Constantinople (680–681)

It repudiated monothelitism, a once popular and widely 
supported doctrine, affirming that Christ had both human 
and divine wills. Quinisext CouncilQuinisext Council  or 
Council in Trullo (692) has not been accepted by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Since it was mostly an administrative 
council for raising some local canons to ecumenical status, 
establishing principles of clerical discipline, addressing the 
Biblical canon, without determining matters of doctrine, 
the Eastern Orthodox Church does not consider it to be a 
full-fledged council in its own right, viewing it instead as an 
extension of the fifth and sixth councils. It gave ecclesiastical 
sanction to the Pentarchy as the government of the state 
church of the Roman Empire.

7) Second Council of Nicaea (787)

In 753, Emperor Constantine V convened the Synod of 
Hieria, which declared that images of Jesus misrepresented 
him and that images of Mary and the saints were idols. The 
Second Council of Nicaea restored the veneration of icons 
and ended the first iconoclasm.



30 31

 JOURNEYS OF ST.PAUL
INTRODUCTION

Paul’s journeys through Anatolia, Macedonia and Greece are 
recorded in the second and longer part of the Acts of the 
Apostles, written in Greek by the evangelist Luke, author of 
the Third Gospel perhaps a few decades after the martyrdom 
of Paul. Acts continues Luke’s history of Christian origin and 
tells us the story of the early church and how it spread from 
Jews to Gentiles, largely through the efforts of Paul. 

Paul could see what had been left from the Hellenistic age 
and what was built at the time of early Romen rulers: Caesar, 
Augustus, Tiberius, Claudius and Nero, and by Herod The 
Great in the East.

PAUL THE APOSTLE

Paul is born some time, perhaps a few years after Jesus was 
born. His family was Jewish and from them he inherited 
Roman citizenship.  Paul was privileged to heve been born a 
Roman citizen at a time when it was not yet a universal right 
for people in the Empire.

At the time of Paul’s ancestors, one way of attaining Roman 
citizenship was by serving in the Roman army. For himself, his 
wife and children.

According to Josephus, the Jews were given some privileges 
by the Romans as early as the time of Julius Caesar and these 
privileges were confirmed by subsequent Romen rules, along 
with the right to observe their own rites after they were 
released from military service.

The second way by which Roman citizenship could be gained 
was manumission.

Manumitted by their masters or they bought their freedom 
and thus were given Roman citizenship.

Early roman rulers like Pompey, Caesar, Mark Antony or 
Augustus gave Roman citizenship to the elite of some cities. 
It has been claimed that Tarsus  may have been one of these 
with Paul’s parents included among those who were granted 
this right.

The most important privilege that Roman citizenship 
conferred on a subject was that he enjoyed legal protection 
and could not be scourged, Had the right of appeal to a 

higher authority, such as to the emperor in person, hence 
Paul’s journey to Rome to appeal to Nero. Even if they were 
condemned to death, Roman citizens could not be crucified.

Paul’s cognomen in Latin means the ’little’ or ‘short’ one and it 
has been  suggested that the word might also have been an 
allusion to his size.  It has been speculated that it may have 
been chosen because of its similarity to Saul in Hebrew, his 
unofficial name by which he was called in the family and 
Jewish community. This was the name of the first king of Jaws, 
traditionally, about a millenium earlier. When Paul was born, 
the use of two names, a Gentile name along with a Jewish 
name, seems to have been acceptable.

The use of a single name was a common Greek tradition and 
this is the reason, why the Bible lacks the complete names of 
the persons it mentions.

Paul was a rare name even among Gentiles.

His first Gentile convert known by name, Sergius Paulus, in 
Cyprus. If Paul’s trial at the court in Rome had been recounted 
in Acts we would have learned the apostle’s full name.

He was born in a land where and at a time when boys usually 
learned and carried on their fathers occupation. Paul’s 
profession was common trade and practiced everywhere in 
the Middle East. The nature of his work is clearly stated as 
tentmaking in Acts 18.3 when he stayed with Priscilla and 
Aquila.

Literally skenopoios, the Greek word used for Paul’s profession, 
means tentmaking. The profession would require looms and 
material for weaving which would not have been convenient 
to carry for a person like Paul who was usually on the move.

Paul’s family may have made their Money equipping the 
Roman legions, who used large tents, eight men sharing 
one, made of leather panels sewn together, in the shape of 
a camping tent. Scholars have calculated that a tent of this 
type required 70 goatskins which would make the number 
of goats required for a single legion some 50,000 and this has 
been suggested that Paul’s unkown ancestor may have been 
granted Roman citizenship for his cooperation in providing 
Roman legion with such tents.

Paul’s letters show that he was well educated in the scriptures, 
and familiar with Greco-Roman culture.  

Extracted from “Journeys of  Paul”  by Fatih Cimok

 JOURNEYS OF ST.PAUL
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Antioch ad Orontes - Seleucia Pieria - Salamis 
- Paphos - Perge - Pisidian Antioch - Iconium - 
Lystra- Derbe - Lystra - Iconium - Pisidian Antioch 
- Perge - Attallia - Antioch on Orontes

In the year 46/47 Paul set out on his first 
missionary journey from Antioch on Orontes. His 
travel companions were Barnabas and John Mark.
Barnabas was both a Levite, namely a member of 
a Jewish priestly family, descended from Aaron 
,'the brother of Moses and a Hellenistic Jew from 
the diaspora. He could speak Greek and was 
familiar with Gentiles. 
His name was Joseph. His given name, Barnabas 
(Hebrew barnaba, 'son of a prophet') may infer a 
role as  teacher or prophet, son of 'prophecy', In 
Acts his name is interpreted as 'son of consolation'.
He had previously 'sold a piece of property that 
he owned, then brought the money at the feet of 
the apostles' (Acts 4,37), Barnabas had introduced 
Paul to Peter and James, the Lord's brother and 
related to them Paul's conversion story when the 
apostle fled from Damascus to Jerusalem about a 
decade before (Acts 9.27). 
It was also Barnabas who had gone from Antioch 
to Tarsus, found Paul and explained him what was 
being asked from them. Barnabas was a native of 
Salamis and would have known the island well, 
hence perhaps the decision to go there." John 
Mark, who is usually identified both with 'Mark the 
cousin of Barnabas' of Col 4.10 and with Mark, the 
writer of one of the Gospels, probably owed his 
participancy in the journey as the third member 
of the group to the necessity of having a young 
assistant in such missions; to take care of the 
minor travel arrangements, carrying messages, 
baptizing converts and the like. 
lt has been suggested that if John Mark was the 
unnamed young man of Gethsemane 'wearing 
nothing but a linen cloth' who left his garment 
'behind and ran off naked' (Mk 14,51-52), he 
must have seen the previous events here and 
known Jesus personally and thus could help the 
preaching of his companions as an eyewitness; 
first-hand news of Jesus' life, miracles, death 
and resurrection would attract the attention of 
listeners.

FIRST JOURNEY

Extracted from “Journeys of  Paul”  by Fatih Cimok
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Antioch ad Orontes - Derbe - Lystra - Galatic 
Phrygia - Mysia -Alexandria Troas - Samothrace 
- Neapolis - Philippi - Amphipolis-Apollonia 
- Thessalonica - Beroia - Athens - Corinth - 
Cenchrea -Ephesus - Caesarea -Jerusalem - 
Antioch on Orontes 

According to Acts l5:36, ‘After some time’ the 
Gentile mission, although with limitations, 
now accepted, Paul decided for a second 
missionary journey to ‘all the cities’ that they 
had visited during the first journey. 

Paul wanted to see with his own eyes how 
his first converts in the churches of southern 
Galatia were doing since he wrote them a 
while earlier. Later developments show that 
he did not have a plan after this point. 

Barnabas, despite the problem reflected 
in Gal 2.13 agreed with him; but they went 
their separate ways, because they disagreed 
over the suitability of John Mark. At this date 
Paul had not yet forgiven Mark’s desertion in 
Perge, ‘So sharp was their disagreement that 
they separated’ (Acts 15:39), While Barnabas 
and John Mark went again to Cyprus, Paul left 
Antioch perhaps in 49 or 50, accompanied by 
Silas. 

The latter’s name is a shortened form of 
Sylvanus, Roman deity of wild places and the 
forest. 

The Silvanus of Paul’s Ietters is regarded to 
have been the same person. 

In Acts 15:22 he is mentioned as one of the 
leaders of the church at Jerusalem and in 
15:32 a prophet. 

His Roman citizenship is implied in Acts 16:38 
after the jail episode in Philippi.

SECOND JOURNEY

Extracted from “Journeys of  Paul”  by Fatih Cimok
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Antioch ad Orontes - Galatia - Ephesus - 
Macedonia - Greece - Macedonia - Philippi 
- Alexandria Troas - Assos - Mitylene - Chios-
Samos - Trogyllium - Miletus - Cos - Rhodes - 
Patara - Tyre -Ptolemais - Caesarea - Jerusalem 

After some time in Antioch, perhaps in the 
spring of 53 or 54 Paul set out on his third 
missionary journey which would be the last 
and the longest. 

When he bid farewell to his brothers here the 
apostle did not know that he would not return 
to Antioch; this was the last time he saw them. 
Normally, after delivering the funds which 
were being collected from the churches of the 
diaspora to the Jerusalem church, he would 
have been expected to terminate his journey 
again at Antioch. 

Now the main objective of his mission was 
again Ephesus; the largest city and capital of 
the Roman province of Asia, to which the Holy 
Spirit had not allowed him to go and preach, 
and where he had stopped briefly toward the 
end of his previous journey. 

The fact that he did not travel by sea but 
land shows the importance that Paul gave 
to the churches that he had founded on this 
route. As in the case of his previous journey 
he travelled probably by the same route, by 
way of the Syrian Gates, Smooth Cilicia and 
Tarsus,and the Cilician Gates into Lycaonia.

THIRD JOURNEY

Extracted from “Journeys of  Paul”  by Fatih Cimok
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Coesoreo - Sidon - Myra - Cnidus - Fair Heavens - Malta 
- Syracuse- Rhegium - Puteoli - Forum of Appius - 
Three Taverns - Rome 

In the autumn of possibly 59, Paul and a group of other 
prisoners, probably unlike Paul who were not Roman 
citizens ‘an appeal’ but condemned to death, on their 
way to Rome’ s arenas, were put on a coaster at the 
port of Caesarea. Paul was accompanied by Luke and 
Aristarchus, ‘a Macedonian from Thessalonica’. The 
Iatter was one of the delegates who had accompanied 
the apostle on his return from the previous journey 
carrying Jerusalem his city’s gift. The only way that 
they could be allowed to travel with Paul was that they 
passed as his slaves unless they bought their tickets 
as passengers. Paul’s case and his long imprisonment 
must have been known by the officer and he was 
allowed to have servants with him. The vessel was 
from Adramyttium;’ a small prosperous town on the 
western coast of Anatolia opposite Lesbos, perhaps 
sailing back home. 

lt was Iate in the season, probably already Iate fall, the 
end of the navigation period for the high seas and 
the centurion Julius from Cohort Auqusta, who was 
in charge of the prisoners, was unable to find a vessel 
which would have taken them directly to one of the 
ports of Italy, a trip which would, in summer months, 
have taken about two months. It has been speculated 
that in Acts Cohort Augusta, which was a contingent 
of the Roman legion based in Syria during this period, 
might have been included to increase the prominence 
of the prisoner Paul. The frequent appearance 
of centurions in Acts gives Paul’s story a military 
atmosphere like the crucifixion of Jesus, at which 
there was a centurion standing. The season was so Iate 
that the centurion may have even regarded himself 
lucky in finding a vessel bound for the Anatolian coast 
where he intended to find another vessel bound for
Rome. He may have also planned, after Adramyttium to 
continue to Alexandria Troas and crossing to Neapolis
travel by way of the Via Egnatia and the Via Appia 
across to the Adriatic. 

JOURNEY TO ROME

Extracted from “Journeys of  Paul”  by Fatih Cimok
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Day 2 -  BURSA / THYATIRA / SARDIS / PHILADELPHIA /   
 PAMUKKALE 

After breakfast drive to Pamukkale. We will stop by Thyteria 
to see the remains of the church. This was one of the principle 
towns where Christianity spread quickly. Then  we will drive 
to Sardis whose history dates back to 12th century B.C. 
Sardis felt the influence of Christianity very early and was 
included in the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. During 
the Byzantine times it was the seat of a bishopric. Highlights 
will be a Synagogue, Gymnasium, Byzantine Church and 
the Temple of Artemis. Next on our itinerary is Philadelphia 
which was an important Christian centre during Byzantine 
times. We will see the ruins of the Basilica. Dinner and 
overnight in Pamukkale. (B/L/D)

Day 4 -  KUSADASI / EPHESUS / KUSADASI 

Then drive to Selcuk town, we will visit the famous ancient 
city of Ephesus, one of the world’s finest archaeological 
sites. Our tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the 
Evangelist” who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote 
his Gospel in Ephesus. Highlights include the Library of 
Celcius, the Temple of Hadrian, the Fountain of Trajan and 
the Theatre. We will also stop by the House of Virgin Mary 
(on top of Mt Coressos). She was believed to have spent her 
last years in this area. On 18 August 1961, Pope John XXII 
proclaimed this place to be sacred. Overnight in Kusadasi.   

Day 6 -  AYVALIK / ASSOS / TROY / CANAKKALE /   
 ISTANBUL 

Day 8 -  ISTANBUL Departure
We leave this morning for Troas and Assos. Troas was a busy 
port situated on the north-west coast of Asia Minor. During 
his stay in Troas, St. Paul had a dream in which he saw a vision 
of a man asking him to “come over to Macedonia and help us” 
after which he decided to go to Europe. Assos perched high 
on a cliff overlooking the Aegean and the Island of Lesbos is 
breathtaking. Its Acropolis carries the impressive Temple of 
Athena. Arriving at Assos on foot from Troas, St. Paul preached 
here and climbed down to the little port on the shore to board 
the boat on his return journey to Jerusalem.  Then we proceed 
to Troy to see the legendary city and the replica of the Trojan 
Horse. Drive to Istanbul for overnight. 

After breakfast, check-out from the hotel. Than embark 
the Bosphorus Cruise Boat. A scenic journey along the 
Bosphorus between two continents, Asia and Europe. 
Lunch at a sea food restaurant. In the afternoon, we visit 
the famous Topkapi Palace, which was home to the sultans 
between the 15th and 19th centuries. It is now a museum 
exhibiting imperial collections of crystal, silver, Chinese 
porcelain and imperial costumes. Then transfer to the airport 
for  International flight.  

After breakfast drive to Izmir and visit Church of Smyra. 
Then we drive to the hauntingly beautiful Pergamon. 
Among the impressive structures of this city, dating from 
399 B.C., we will see the Altar of Zeus, Temple of Dionysus 
and the 200,000 volume library which was surpassed only 
by that found in Alexandria at the time. The Asclepieum of 
Pergamon was a famous health centre where methods of 
treatment included blood transfusions, music therapy and 
meditation. Thereafter, we proceed to Ayvalik. Dinner and 
overnight in Ayvalik.

After breakfast we drive to the ‘Old City’. Our first stop is the 
Hippodrome of Constantinople, the centre of Byzantine 
civic life, where horse and chariot races used to take place. 
We then travel towards the Blue Mosque, known for the 
impressive blue tiles lining its walls. The Basilica of Haggia 
Sophia (Divine Wisdom), now called the Ayasofya Museum, 
is unquestionably one of the finest buildings of all time. Built 
by Constantine the Great, it was reconstructed by Justinian 
in the 6th century. Last stop at Spice Bazaar, where the 
smells of cinnamon, cloves and thyme rise from hundreds 
of colourful muslin bags at every store-front.  Dinner and 
overnight in Istanbul. 

Upon arrival at Istanbul in the morning, meet at the airport 
and we drive to embark ferry boat to Yalova. Drive to Iznik, 
formerly known as Nicea. The city was founded around 1000 
BC. In 325 AD, the First Ecumenical Council was held here 
for the purpose of condemning the heresy of Arianism. The 
Seventh Ecumenical Council was also held here in the St 
Sophia Church, which we will visit. The church was built in 
the 4th century and has a mosaic floor which dates to the 
6th century. All gates and walls date from the Byzantine 
times. Later we proceed to Bursa for dinner and overnight.

In the morning we visit Hierapolis, which was founded by 
Pergamon King Telephus and named after his wife, Hiera. 
During the Byzantine period, the city became the seat of 
diocese with a large Christian Church dedicated to St Philip, 
who was martyred there in 80 AD. Highlights include the 
Roman Baths, , the Theatre and the famous white calcium 
cascades of Pamukkale (the white “Cotton Castles”). Then 
we will visit Laodicea, where we will find a Theatre, a large 
Stadium, a Water Tower and an Odeon. This city is supposed 
to have been named by Antiochus II in honour of his wife, 
Laodicea. Thereafter, we proceed to Kusadasi. Dinner and 
overnight in Kusadasi.

Day 5 -  KUSADASI / IZMIR / PERGAMON / AYVALIKDay 1 –  ISTANBUL / NICEA / BURSA Day 3 – PAMUKKALE / HIERAPOLIS / LAODICEA /   
 KUSADASI

Day 7 –  ISTANBUL

Seven ChurCheS 8 Days / 7 nights
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Day 2 -  KUSADASI / EPHESUS / KUSADASI 

Our tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the 
Evangelist” who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote 
his Gospel in Ephesus then drive to Selcuk town, to visit 
the famous ancient city of Ephesus, one of the world’s 
finest archaeological sites. Highlights include the Library of 
Celcius, the Temple of Hadrian, the Fountain of Trajan and 
the Theatre. We will also stop by the House of Virgin Mary 
(on top of Mt Coressos). She was believed to have spent her 
last years in this area. On 18 August 1961, Pope John XXII 
proclaimed this place to be sacred.. Overnight in Kusadasi.   

Day 3 -  KUSADASI / THYATEIRA / SARDIS / PHILADELPHIA 
/ PAMUKKALE

On our way to Pamukkale, we will stop by Thyateira to see the 
remains of the church. This was one of the principle towns 
where Christianity spread quickly. Then we drive to Sardis 
which holds a prominent place in mythology. Sardis felt the 
influence of the Seven Churches of Revelation and highlights 
include the 3rd century A.D. Synagogue, Gymnasium, House 
of Bronzes, Temple of Artemis, and of course the Church. 
Next on our itinerary is Philadelphia which was an important 
Christian centre during Byzantine times. We will see the ruins 
of the Basilica. Overnight at Pamukkale. 

Day 4 -  PAMUKKALE / LAODICEA / ISTANBUL 

Day 5 -   ISTANBUL

Upon arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, we connect directly 
to a domestic flight to Izmir by TK2312 (08:00/09:05). Drive 
north to the hauntingly beautiful Pergamon. Among the 
impressive structures of this city, dating from 399 B.C., we will 
see the Altar of Zeus, Temple of Dionysus and the 200,000 
volume library which was surpassed only by that found in 
Alexandria at the time. The Asclepieum of Pergamon was a 
famous health centre where methods of treatment included 
blood transfusions, music therapy and meditation. Drive to 
Kusadasi for overnight.

In the morning, we visit Hierapolis which was founded by 
Pergamon king Telephos and named after his wife Hiera. 
During the Byzantine period the city became the seat of 
diocese with a large Christian Church dedicated to St. Philip, 
martyred here in 80 A.D. Highlights include the Roman Baths, 
the Temple of Apollo and the Theater. Then we stop on to 
Laodicea Ad Lycum where the remains are found on a flat-
topped hill. Christianity came to the area during the time of 
St. Paul, brought by Epaphras of Colossae. Laodicea became 
the seat of Bishopric and hosted an important Ecumenical 
Council in the fourth century A.D., it was named in the 
Revelations as one of the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. 
Highlights will be the Water Tower, Stadium and the Council 
Chamber. Then drive to Denizli airport for flight to Istanbul 
by TK2579 (19:15/20:20). Dinner and overnight in Istanbul.

After breakfast check-out from the hotel,  then we drive to 
the ‘Old City’ where we will visit the Hippodrome, the Blue 
Mosque, famous for its delicate blue ceramic tiles. Saint 
Sophia, this church - turned mosque - turned museum 
takes the breath away with the sheer architectural size of 
its interior and magnificent dome.  and visit the spectacular 
Topkapi Palace. Built on one of the seven hills of Istanbul, 
this huge complex commands views of the Sea of Marmara, 
the Bosphorus and the Golden Horn. It was the seat of 
government for the Ottoman Empire for many centuries 
(1453-1852) and we will see the extravagant Treasury, the 
priceless Chinese porcelain. Transfer to the airport for 
international flight.

Day 3 -  SARDIS / PHILADELPHIA / LAODICEA / 
PAMUKKALE

Before departure to Pamukkale, we will visit to Sardis which 
holds a prominent place in mythology. Sardis felt the influence 
of the Seven Churches of Revelation and highlights include the 
3rd century A.D. Synagogue, Gymnasium, House of Bronzes, 
Temple of Artemis, and of course the Church. Next on our 
itinerary is Philadelphia which was an important Christian 
centre during Byzantine times. We will see the Basilica and 
several interesting mosques. Then we stop on to Laodicea 
Ad Lycum where the remains are found on a flat-topped 
hill. Christianity came to the area during the time of St. Paul, 
brought by Epaphras of Colossae. Laodicea became the seat of 
Bishopric and hosted an important Ecumenical Council in the 
fourth century A.D., it was named in the Revelations as one of 

Day 4 -  PAMUKKALE / APRHODISIAS / KUSADASI

Day 5 -  KUSADASI / EPHESUS / KUSADASI 

Day 6 -  KUSADASI / DIDYMA / MILETUS / PRIENE / IZMIR 

In the morning, we visit Hierapolis which was founded by 
Pergamon king Telephos and named after his wife Hiera. 
During the Byzantine period the city became the seat of 
diocese with a large Christian Church dedicated to St. Philip, 
martyred here in 80 A.D. Highlights include the Roman Baths, 
the Temple of Apollo and the Theater.  Then we will visit the 
beuatiful ancient site of Aphrodisias . This ancient city of 
learning, fine arts and sculpture has provided us with exquisite 
pieces of work which are on display on the site. Its Stadium is 
among the best-preserved in the world. The “Bishops Palace”, 
Odeon and the Theater will be the highlights here. Drive to 
Kusadasi for overnight.

Then drive to Selcuk town, we will visit the famous ancient 
city of Ephesus, one of the world’s finest archaeological sites. 
Our tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the Evangelist” 
who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote his Gospel in 
Ephesus. Highlights include the Library of Celcius, the Temple 
of Hadrian, the Fountain of Trajan and the Theatre. We will 
also stop by the House of Virgin Mary (on top of Mt Coressos). 
She was believed to have spent her last years in this area. On 
18 August 1961, Pope John XXII proclaimed this place to be 
sacred. Overnight in Kusadasi.

After breakfast check-out from the hotel. Drive to Didyma 
served as a religious sanctuary to god Apollo. Oracular 
inscriptions in Didyma indicate dates as far back as 6th cent.B.C. 
Legend tells us that with the arrival of Alexander the Great, 
the sacred spring of the Temple which had dried up began to 
flow again. Highlights will be the Temple of Apollo. Then we 
will visit Miletus whose history dates back to 800 B.C. Famous 
Philosopher Thales comes from Miletus and he is credited with 
the theory that all things come from water. Highlights here 
are the Theater, Baths of Faustina and the Council Chamber. 
Next on our itinerary is Priene with its well planned streets 
and graceful buildings and temples. Highlights will be the 
Agora, the Ecclesiasterium and the Temple of Athena Polias. In 
the eveninig transfer to Izmir airport for flight to Istanbul and 
connection international flight.

Seven ChurCheS   6 Days / 5 nights 

Day 1 -   ISTANBUL

Upon arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, meet and drive to 
“Old City” from where the Byzantian and Ottoman Empires 
were ruled. Hippodrome, center of sportive (chariot races, 
athletics) events and political activities of the old city. Obelisk 
of Theodosius, Serpentine Column and German Fountain 
of Wilhelm II are the monuments decorating Hippodrome. 
Blue Mosque, facing St. Sophia, famous with its blue Iznik 
tiles and unique with 6 minarets, built in the name of Sultan 
Ahmet.  St. Sophia, one of the greatest marvels of architecture, 
constructed as a basilica in the 6th.century by Emperor 
Justinian. Then visit the Underground Cistern. We proceed to 
the pier to board on a private boat for the Bosphorus Cruise, 
through the waterway separating the two continents, Asia 
and Europe, with a possibility to take photographs of marble 
palaces, ancient wooden villas of Ottoman architecture besides 
modern residential and luxurious apartments. Then check-in 
to the hotel. Dinner and overnight in Istanbul.

Day 2 -  ISTANBUL / IZMIR / PERGAMON / SARDIS

After breakfast transfer to airport for domestic flight to Izmir by 
TK2312 (08:00/09:05). Drive north to the hauntingly beautiful 
Pergamon. Among the impressive structures of this city, dating 
from 399 B.C., we will see the Altar of Zeus, Temple of Dionysus 
and the 200,000 volume library which was surpassed only 
by that found in Alexandria at the time. Then we will stop by 
Thyteria to see the remains of the church. This was one of the 
principle towns where Christianity spread quickly. Drive to 
Sardis for overnight.

Seven ChurCheS  5 Days / 4 nights 

Day 1 -  ISTANBUL / IZMIR / PERGAMON / KUSADASI

the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. Highlights will be the 
Water Tower, Stadium and the Council Chamber.  Overnight 
at Pamukkale.
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Day 5 – PAMUKKALE / LAODICEA / HIERAPOLIS    
 PAMUKKALE 

In the morning drive to Pamukkale , On the way we will visit 
Laodicea, where we will find a Theatre, a large Stadium, a 
Water Tower and an Odeon. This city is supposed to have 
been named by Antiochus II in honour of his wife, Laodicea. 
Then we visit Hierapolis, which was founded by Pergamon 
King Telephons and named after his wife, Hiera. During 
the Byzantine period, the city became the seat of diocese 
with a large Christian Church dedicated to St Philip, who 
was martyred there in 80 AD. Highlights include the Roman 
Baths, , the Theatre and the famous white calcium cascades 
of Pamukkale (the white “Cotton Castles”).  Dinner and 
overnight in Pamukkale.

Day 7 – CAPPADOCIA 

After breakfast, visit Natural Fortress in Uchisar, where you can 
capture a panoramic view of the beautiful plateau. Next visit 
Pasabagi in Zelve area where monks used to live in seclusion 
in rock cut rooms.  Then, we visit the Valleys of Goreme to 
explore the unusual troglodyte dwellings, remains of the 
early churches comprising complicated rooms hollowed out 
of the cones of volcanic ash and decorated with scratched 
frescoes. We will visit Goreme Open Air Museum include the 
Apple Church, the Church of Sandals, and the Church with a 
Buckle. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia.

Day 9 -   ISTANBUL 

After breakfast check-out form the hotel,  we drive to the ‘Old 
City’ where we will visit the Hippodrome, the Blue Mosque, 
famous for its delicate blue ceramic tiles. Saint Sophia, this 
church - turned mosque - turned museum takes the breath 
away with the sheer architectural size of its interior and 
magnificent dome.  Then we will visit Underground Basilica 
Cistern. Lastly, we will visit to the aromatic Spice Bazaar, 
where the smells of cinnamon, cloves and thyme, rise from 
hundreds of colorful muslin bags at every store-front. Then 
we take the Bosphorus cruise to enjoy the unique experience 
of cruising between 2 continents, Asia and Europe. Transfer 
to the airport for flight to home.

Day 2 -  BURSA / PERGAMON / KUSADASI 

Drive to the hauntingly beautiful Pergamon. Among the 
impressive structures of this city, dating from 399 B.C., we will 
see the Altar of Zeus, Temple of Dionysus and the 200,000 
volume library which was surpassed only by that found in 
Alexandria at the time. The Asclepieum of Pergamon was a 
famous health centre where methods of treatment included 
blood transfusions, music therapy and meditation. Drive to 
Kusadasi for overnight.

Day 3 - KUSADASI / EPHESUS / KUSADASI 

Then drive to Selcuk town, we will visit the famous ancient 
city of Ephesus, one of the world’s finest archaeological 
sites. Our tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the 
Evangelist” who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote 
his Gospel in Ephesus. Highlights include the Library of 
Celcius, the Temple of Hadrian, the Fountain of Trajan and 
the Theatre. We will also stop by the House of Virgin Mary 
(on top of Mt Coressos). She was believed to have spent her 
last years in this area. On 18 August 1961, Pope John XXII 
proclaimed this place to be sacred. Overnight in Kusadasi.   

Day 1 –ISTANBUL / NICEA / BURSA 

Upon arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, meet at the airport 
and we drive to embark ferry boat to Yalova. Drive to Iznik, 
formerly known as Nicea. The city was founded around 1000 
BC. In 325 AD, the First Ecumenical Council was held here 
for the purpose of condemning the heresy of Arianism. The 
Seventh Ecumenical Council was also held here in the St 
Sophia Church, which we will visit. The church was built in 
the 4th century and has a mosaic floor which dates to the 
6th century. All gates and walls date from the Byzantine 
times. Later we proceed to Bursa for dinner and overnight.

Day 8 – CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL 

After breakfast check-out from the hotel and visit  Kaymaklı 
Underground City carved into soft rocks resembling a 
huge labyrinth of tunnels, rooms, kitchens, wine cellars 
and passageways. A huge chimney ventilates this 8-level 

Day 6 -  PAMUKKALE / KONYA / CAPPADOCIA

Following an early breakfast, we drive to Pisidian Antioch 
(Yalvac). During Paul’s time, the population was made up of 
Jews, Romans and Greeks. Very little is left of Pisidian Antioch 

dwelling, which was used by Christians hiding from their 
Roman and Byzantine persecutors. Their colourful frescoes 
remain as vibrant as when they were first made. Then 
proceed to the pottery town of Avanos where Kizilirmak 
(Hallys), the longest river of Turkey, meanders leaving the red 
clay on its banks that has been the raw material of pottery 
for centuries. Afternoon transfer to Kayseri Airport for flight 
to Istanbul. Dinner and overnight in Istanbul. 

Seven ChurCheS & St. Paul’S Journey
9 Days / 8 nights 

Day 4 - KUSADASI / THYATIRA / SARDIS / PHILADELPHIA /  
 PAMUKKALE

After breakfast drive to Izmir and visit Church of Smyrna. 
Next, we will stop by Thyateira to see the remains of 
the church. This was one of the principle towns where 
Christianity spread quickly. Then  we will drive to Sardis 
whose history dates back to 12th century B.C. Sardis felt the 
influence of Christianity very early and was included in the 
Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. During the Byzantine 
times it was the seat of a bishopric. Highlights will be a 
Synagogue, Gymnasium, Byzantine Church and the Temple 
of Artemis. Next on our itinerary is Philadelphia which was 
an important Christian centre during Byzantine times. We 
will see the ruins of the Basilica. Dinner and overnight in 
Pamukkale.

today. Thereafter, we proceed to Konya and stay the night 
there. Then drive to Cappadocia. On the way visit Sultanhani 
Caravanserai Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia.



48 49

Day 3 CAPPADOCIA 

In the morning, we visit the Valleys of Goreme to explore the 
unusual troglodyte dwellings, remains of the early churches 
comprising complicated rooms hollowed out of the cones 
of volcanic ash and decorated with scratched frescoes. We 
will visit the Apple Church, the Church of Sandals, and the 
Church with a Buckle in Goreme. Next stops are Ortahisar 
and Avanos.Overnight in Cappadocia.

Day 8 - ISTANBUL Departure

After breakfast, check-out from the hotel and free until 
transfer time. Departure from the hotel at 12:00. Transfer to 
the airport for your International flight.  

Day 2 - ANTIOCH / CAPPADOCIA 

After an early breakfast, we drive north to Cappadocia. 
Our first stop is Tarsus, the birthplace of St Paul. Highlights 
include St Paul’s well and Cleopatra’s Gate. We continue 
on to Antioch at Orontes and stay the night there. Than 
second stop is Derinkuyu, an underground city carved into 
soft rocks resembling a huge labyrinth of tunnels, rooms, 
kitchens, wine cellars and passageways. A huge chimney 
ventilates this 8-level dwelling, which was used by Christians 
hiding from their Roman and Byzantine persecutors. Their 
colourful frescoes remain as vibrant as when they were first 
made. Further on, we come to Cappadocia, which reminds 
the visitor of a village out of Grimm’s Fairy Tales. Overnight 
in Cappadocia. 

Day 1 - ISTANBUL / ADANA / ANTIOCH 

Upon arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, we connect directly 
to a domestic flight to Adana, ancient Cilicia. Than, we journey 
east to Antakya, ancient Antioch. Antioch is thought to have 
been founded in 300 BC. St Peter was the first to preach here, 
followed by St Paul and Barnabas whose extensive efforts 
proved to be very fruitful for Christianity. Highlights include 
the museum which houses a superb collection of mosaics 
from Antioch, Daphne and Seleucia Pieria. St Peter’s Grotto, 
the cave church, came to be known as the meeting place of 
the early Christians. The most interesting monument here is 
the Tunnel of Titus, which is a tremendous canal dug for the 
purpose of diverting waters from the Orontes River. Another 
highlight is the rock tombs with their impressive facades 
pertaining to the Hellenistic period. Overnight in Antioch. 

St. Paul’S Journey in turkey 8 Days / 7 nights 

In the morning, we visit Hierapolis, which was founded by 
Pergamon King Telephus and named after his wife, Hiera. 
During the Byzantine period, the city became the seat of 
diocese with a large Christian Church dedicated to St Philip, 
who was martyred there in 80 AD. Highlights include the 
Roman Baths, the Temple of Apollo, the Theatre and the 
famous white calcium cascades of Pamukkale (the white 
“Cotton Castles”). Then, we visit Laodicea, where we will find 
a Theatre, a large Stadium, a Water Tower and an Odeon. 
This city is supposed to have been named by Antiochus II in 
honour of his wife, Laodicea. Next stop will be on Philadelphia 
which was an important Christian centre during Byzantine 
times. Overnight in Kusadasi.

Following an early breakfast, we drive to Pisidian Antioch 
(Yalvac). During Paul’s time, the population was made up 
of Jews, Romans and Greeks. Very little is left of Pisidian 
Antioch today. Thereafter, we proceed to Pamukkale and 
stay the night there. Overnight in Pamukkale.

Day 5 -  PAMUKKALE / HIERAPOLIS / LAODICEA /   
 PHILADELPHIA / KUSADASI

Following an early breakfast, we drive to the famous city of 
Ephesus, one of the world’s finest archaeological sites. Our 
tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the Evangelist” 
who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote his Gospel 
in Ephesus. The Temple of Artemis, considered to be one 
of the Seven Wonders of Antiquity, was located here. 
Highlights include the Library of Celcius, the Temple of 
Hadrian, the Fountain of Trajan and the Theatre. We will also 
stop by the House of Virgin Mary (on top of Mt Coressos). 
She was believed to have spent her last years in this area. 
On 18 August 1961, Pope John XXII proclaimed this place 
to be sacred. Drive to Izmir for flight to Istanbul. Dinner and 
overnight in Istanbul. 

Day 7 -  ISTANBUL 

Following breakfast, we drive to the ‘Old City’. Our first stop is 
the Hippodrome of Constantinople, the centre of Byzantine 
civic life, where horse and chariot races used to take place. 
We then travel towards the Blue Mosque, known for the 
impressive blue tiles lining its walls. The Basilica of Hagia 
Sophia (Divine Wisdom), now called the Ayasofya Museum, 
is unquestionably one of the finest buildings of all time. Built 
by Constantine the Great, it was reconstructed by Justinian 
in the 6th century. In the afternoon, we visit the famous 
Topkapi Palace, which was home to the sultans between 
the 15th and 19th centuries. It is now a museum exhibiting 
imperial collections of crystal, silver, Chinese porcelain and 
imperial costumes. Dinner and overnight in Istanbul.

Day 4 - CAPPADOCIA / KONYA / PAMUKKALE 

Day 6 - 19 Jun 2009 / KUSADASI / EPHESUS / IZMIR /   
 ISTANBUL
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Day 2 – ANTIOCH

Today, we journey east to Antakya, ancient Antioch. Antioch 
is thought to have been founded in 300 BC. St Peter was the 
first to preach here, followed by St Paul and Barnabas whose 
extensive efforts proved to be very fruitful for Christianity. 
Highlights include the museum which houses a superb 
collection of mosaics from Antioch, Daphne and Seleucia 
Pieria. St Peter’s Grotto, the cave church, came to be known 
as the meeting place of the early Christians. The most 
interesting monument here is the Tunnel of Titus, which is 
a tremendous canal dug for the purpose of diverting waters 
from the Orontes River. Another highlight is the rock tombs 
with their impressive facades pertaining to the Hellenistic 
period.

Day 3 – ANTIOCH / CAPPADOCIA

After an early breakfast, we drive north to Cappadocia. Our 
first stop is Derinkuyu, an underground city carved into 
soft rocks resembling a huge labyrinth of tunnels, rooms, 
kitchens, wine cellars and passageways. A huge chimney 
ventilates this 8-level dwelling, which was used by Christians 
hiding from their Roman and Byzantine persecutors. Their 
colourful frescoes remain as vibrant as when they were first 
made. Further on, we come to Cappadocia, which reminds 
the visitor of a village out of Grimm’s Fairy Tales.

Day 1 – ISTANBUL / ADANA / ANTIOCH

Day 4 – CAPPADOCIA

In the morning, we visit the Valleys of Goreme to explore the 
unusual troglodyte dwellings, remains of the early churches 
comprising complicated rooms hollowed out of the cones 
of volcanic ash and decorated with scratched frescoes. We 
will visit the Apple Church, the Church of Sandals, and the 
Church with a Buckle in Goreme. Next stops are Ortahisar 
and Pasabagi where monks used to live in seclusion in rock 
cut rooms.
            

Day 6 – KONYA / PAMUKKALE

After breakfast we will drive to Pisidian Antioch (Yalvac) 
where St. Paul opened Christianity to the world. Yalvac’s 
history goes back to 280 B.C. During St. Paul’s time the 
population was a mixture of Jews, Romans and Greeks. Very 
little is left of Pisidian Antioch today. There is the propylaea 
of the acropolis with a number of carved stones and the 
remains of a Byzantine church. Then drive to Pamukkale.  
Upon arrival we visit Hierapolis which was founded by 
Pergamon king Telephos and named after his wife Hiera. 
During the Byzantine period the city became the seat of 
diocese with a large Christian Church dedicated to St. Philip, 
martyred here in 80 A.D. Highlights include the Roman 
Baths, the Temple of Apollo and the Theater. 

Day 7 – PAMUKKALE / LAODICEA / SARDIS / KUSADASI 

Day 8 – KUSADASI / EPHESUS / KUSADASI 

After breakfast visit to Laodicea where we find here two 
Theaters, a large Stadium, a Water Tower and an Odeon. The 
city is named by Antiochus II in honor of his wife, Laodicea. 
St. Paul wrote a letter to the church here (Acts:4:16). Next on 
our itinerary is Philadelphia which was an important Christian 
centre during Byzantine times. We will see the ruins of the 
Basilica. Then we drive to Sardis whose history dates back 
to 12th century B.C. Sardis felt the influence of Christianity 
very early and was included in the Seven Churches of the 
Apocalypse. During the Byzantine times it was the seat of 
a bishopric. Highlights will be a Synagogue, Gymnasium, 
Byzantine Church and the Temple of Artemis.

Following an early breakfast, we drive to the famous city of 
Ephesus, one of the world’s finest archaeological sites. Our 
tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the Evangelist” 
who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote his Gospel 
in Ephesus. The Temple of Artemis, considered to be one of 
the Seven Wonders of Antiquity, was located here. Highlights 
include the Library of Celcius, the Temple of Hadrian, the 
Fountain of Trajan and the Theatre. We will also stop by the 
House of Virgin Mary (on top of Mt Coressos). She was believed 
to have spent her last years in this area. On 18 August 1961, 
Pope John XXII proclaimed this place to be sacred.

Day 9 – KUSADASI / THYATIRA / PERGAMON / BURSA 

Day 10 – BURSA / IZNIK / ISTANBUL

Day 11 – ISTANBUL 
We leave for Bursa. On the way visit a glimpse at one of the 
Churches of Revelation in Izmir (Smyrna).  Then we drive to 
Thyteria to see the remains of the church. This was one of 
the principle towns where Christianity spread quickly. Then 
we  will stop by hauntingly beautiful Pergamum which rises 
high on a hill as one nears the city of Bergama. Highlights will 
include the Altar of Zeus, Temple of Trojan and the Theater.

After breakfast, we leave Bursa and drive to Iznik, formerly 
known as Nicea. The city was founded around 1000 BC. In 
325 AD, the First Ecumenical Council was held here for the 
purpose of condemning the heresy of Arianism. The Seventh 
Ecumenical Council was also held here in the St Sophia 
Church, which we will visit. The church was built in the 
4th century and has a mosaic floor which dates to the 6th 
century. All gates and walls date from the Byzantine times. 
Later we proceed to Istanbul. Visit Topkapi Palace, which was 
home to the sultans between the 15th and 19th centuries. It 
is now a museum exhibiting imperial collections of crystal, 
silver, Chinese porcelain and imperial costumes. Lastly, we 
will visit to the aromatic Spice Bazaar, where the smells of 
cinnamon, cloves and thyme, rise from hundreds of colorful 
muslin bags at every store-front. 

Following breakfast,  we take the Bosphorus cruise to enjoy 
the unique experience of cruising between 2 continents, 
Asia and Europe. After lunch, we will travel to the St. Sophia 
(Divine Wisdom), now called the Ayasofya Museum. Built 
by Constantine the Great, it was reconstructed by Justinian 
in the 6th century and is unquestionably one of the finest 
buildings of all time. Then we will visit Underground Basilica 
Cistern and Hippodrome of Constantinople, the centre of 
Byzantine civic life, where horse and chariot races used to 
take place. Departure transfer to the airport for flight to 
home.

Upon arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, we connect directly 
to a domestic flight to Adana, ancient Cilicia. From there, we 
make our way to Tarsus, the birthplace of St Paul. Highlights 
include St Paul’s well and Cleopatra’s Gate. We continue on 
to Antioch at Orontes and stay the night there.

Day 5 – CAPPADOCIA / KONYA

After breakfast check-out from the hotel and proceed to the 
pottery town of Avanos where Kizilirmak (Hallys), the longest 
river of Turkey, meanders leaving the red clay on its banks 
that has been the raw material of pottery for centuries. After 
lunch drive to Konya, on the way visit to the 13th century 
Seljukian masterpiece Sultanhan Caravanserai.

“ in the trail of St Paul’S in turkey ”
11 Days / 10 nights 



52 53

Today we journey East to Antioch-on-the- Orontes, Daphne 
and Seleucia Pieria. Antioch is thought to have been founded 
in 300 BC. First to preach here was St. Peter followed by St. 
Paul and Barnabas whose extensive efforts proved to be very 
fruitful for Christianity. Incidentally, the word Christians was 
first coined in Antioch. The strong and wealthy community of 
Antioch contributed financially to the Christian community 
of Jerusalem. Highlights include the museum which houses 
a superb collection of mosaics from Antioch, Daphne and 
Seleucia Pieria. St. Peter’s Grotto, the cave church came to be 
known as the meeting place of the early Christians. The next 
site we will visit is Seleucia Pieria which was the port city of 
Antioch in ancient days. The most interesting monument 
here is the Tunnel of Titus which is a tremendous canal dug 
for the purpose of diverting waters of Orontes river. Another 
highlight here will be the rock tombs with their impressive 
facades pertaining to the Hellenistic period. Dinner and 
overnight in Antioch.

Day 5 –  CAPPADOCIA / KONYA

After breakfast check-out from the hotel and visit Pasabagi 
in Zelve area where monks used to live in seclusion in rock 
cut rooms, Proceed to the pottery town of Avanos where 
Kizilirmak (Hallys), the longest river of Turkey, meanders 
leaving the red clay on its banks that has been the raw 
material of pottery for centuries. Then drive to Konya, on 
the way visit to the 13th century Seljukian masterpiece 
Sultanhan Caravanserai. Dinner and overnight in Konya.        

After breakfast visit to Laodicea where we find here two 
Theaters, a large Stadium, a Water Tower and an Odeon. The 
city is named by Antiochus II in honor of his wife, Laodicea. 
St. Paul wrote a letter to the church here (Acts:4:16). 
Than we drive to Sardis whose history dates back to 12th 

Day 2 –  ANTIOCH–ON-THE-ORONTES

Day 3 –  ANTIOCH / CAPPADOCIA

After breakfast drive north to Cappadocia and stop at  
Derinkuyu; this is an underground city, carved into soft rocks 
resembling a huge labyrinth of tunnels, rooms, kitchens, 
wine cellars and passageways. A huge chimney ventilates 
this 8-levelled dwelling which was used by Christians hiding 
from their Roman and Byzantine persecutors. Their colorful 
frescoes remain as vibrant as when they were first made. 
Fascinating place... Derinkuyu. 
Further on we come to Cappadocia whose effect on the 
visitor is like that of a village out of Grimm’s Fairy Tales. What 
Turks commonly call “Fairy Chimneys” are jutting pieces of 
volcanic rocks that have been beaten and shaped by the 
wind and rain. Highlights will be The Apple Church, The 

Day 1 –  ISTANBUL / ADANA / ANTIOCH 

Day 4 –  CAPPADOCIA

Today we visit the Göreme Valley to visit the rock carved 
churches hollowed out of volcanic ash. Then picture steps 
will be given at the Valley of the Birds and at the foot of 
the Uchisar Castle. Also time will be allocated for the local 
souvenir shopping before returning to the hotel. Overnight 
in Cappadocia.                

Day 7 –  PAMUKKALE / SARDIS / KUSADASI

Day 6 –  KONYA / PISIDIAN ANTIOCH / PAMUKKALE

After breakfast we will drive to Pisidian Antioch (Yalvac) 
where St. Paul opened Christianity to the world. Yalvac’s 
history goes back to 280 B.C. During St. Paul’s time the 
population was a mixture of Jews, Romans and Greeks. Very 
little is left of Pisidian Antioch today. There is the propylaea 
of the acropolis with a number of carved stones and the 
remains of a Byzantine church.
Than drive to Pamukkale.  Upon arrival we visit Hierapolis 
which was founded by Pergamon king Telephos and named 
after his wife Hiera. During the Byzantine period the city 
became the seat of diocese with a large Christian Church 
dedicated to St. Philip, martyred here in 80 A.D. Highlights 
include the Roman Baths, the Temple of Apollo and the 
Theater. 

 “in the trail of St Paul”  in turkey 
(with PatmoS iSlanD) 13 Days / 12 nights

Upon arrival to Istanbul, we continue to Adana with our 
connected flight and drive straight to Tarsus, the birth place 
of St. Paul. During St. Paul’s time Tarsus was a university city 
surpassing Athens and Alexandria. Cicero was a governor 
here in 51-50 BC. and the romantic meeting between 
Cleopatra and Mark Anthony took place in Tarsus. Highlights 
here will be St. Paul’s well and Cleopatra’s Gate. Drive to 
Antioch at Orontes for a good night rest

Chapel of St. Basil, and the biggest church of Cappadocia, 
the Buckle Church in Goreme.  Overnight in Cappadocia.
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Early morning, we  embark on a chartered boat for a 3 hrs 
ride to Patmos Island.  The local guide will meet us at the 
port  and then  drive up to the Monastery of St. John the 
Evangelist, where we have a wonderful view of the island.  
We also visit the Grotto of the Revelation where the heavenly 
voice of God revealed to St. John the future of humanity (Rev. 
1:12-21). Return to the port in the late afternoon  to board 
our ferry back to Kusadasi. Dinner and overnight in Kusadası

After breakfast visit the famous city of Ephesus. Our tour 
begin with the Basilica of St. John “the Evangelist” who came 
here with the Virgin Mary and wrote his Gospel in Ephesus. 
The Temple of Artemis, considered as on the Seven Wonders 
of the World, was located here.  St. Paul’s preachings in the 
area resulted with the uproar of the Guild of Silversmiths 
and eventually the whole population of Ephesus. Highlights 
include the Library of Celcius, the Temple of Hadrian, the 
Fountain of Trajan and the Theater. We will also stop by 
the House of Virgin Mary closeby, where she is reputed to 
have spent her last years and died.  Followed by the famous 
local carpet shows allowing ample time for shopping in the 
afternoon, than drive to Izmir for dinner and overnight. 

Day 13 –  ISTANBUL Departure

On our way to Assos this morning we will stop by hauntingly 
beautiful Pergamum which rises high on a hill as one nears 
the city of Bergama. Highlights will include the Altar of 
Zeus, Temple of Trojan and the Theater. Coming down the 
mountain we will stop by Asclepion, a leading health center 
of the ancient world. 

We leave this morning for Troas and Assos. Troas was a busy 
port situated on the north-west coast of Asia Minor. During 
his stay in Troas, St. Paul had a dream in which he saw a vision 
of a man asking him to “come over to Macedonia and help 
us” after which he decided to go to Europe. Assos perched 
high on a cliff overlooking the Aegean and the Island of 
Lesbos is breathtaking. Its Acropolis carries the impressive 

After the breakfast, We leave Bursa  to Nicea . The city was 
founded around 1000 B.C. In 325, the First Ecumenical 
Council was held here for the purpose of condemning the 
heresy of Arianism. The Seventh Ecumenical Council was 
also held here in the St. Sophia Church. The church was built 
in the 4th century and has a mosaic floor which dates to the 
6th century. All gates and walls date back from the Byzantine 
times.  In the late afternoon , we drive to the pier to embark 
the Bosphorus Cruise Boat. A scenic journey along the 
Bosphorus between two continents, Asia and Europe. 
The hike takes about three hours: the first hour or so is uphill. 
As we hike, our gulet sails around to meet us in a spectacular 
cove which shelters the sunken baths of Cleopatra, built for 
her by Mark Antony. Legend says that Antony gave Cleopatra 
the entire Turquoise Coast as a wedding gift - a present fit for 
a queen. This is another excellent place to swim, if you feel 
so inclined. (B/L/D) 

Day 8 –  KUSADASI / PATMOS ISLAND / KUSADASI

Day 9 –   KUSADASI / EPHESUS / IZMIR

Day 10 –   IZMIR /  PERGAMUM / ASSOS

Day 11 –  ASSOS / (Troas-Assos) / TROY / BURSA 

Day 12 –  BURSA / (Iznik/Nicea) / ISTANBUL

This morning, we drive to the Old City of Istanbul and begin 
our full day visit starting with Topkapi Palace Museum 
followed by lunch. Thereafter,  the so called Blue Mosque, 
because of the impressive blue tiles lining its walls,  
St.Sophia Museum. Time permit, we will drop by the Spice 
Bazaar, where the smells of cinnamon, cloves and thyme rise 
from hundreds of colourful muslin bags at every store-front. 
Transfer to the airport for international flight.

century B.C. Sardis felt the influence of Christianity very early 
and was included in the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. 
During the Byzantine times it was the seat of a bishopric. 
Highlights will be a Synagogue, Gymnasium, Byzantine 
Church and the Temple of Artemis. Drive to Kusadasi for 
dinner and overnight. 

Temple of Athena. Arriving at Assos on foot from Troas, St. 
Paul preached here and climbed down to the little port 
on the shore to board the boat on his return journey to 
Jerusalem.  Then we proceed to Troy to see the legendary 
city and the replica of the Trojan Horse. Drive to Bursa for 
overnight. 
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Day 2 - ANTIOCH

Today we journey East to Antioch-on-the- Orontes, Daphne and 
Seleucia Pieria. Antioch is thought to have been founded in 300 BC. 
First to preach here was St. Peter followed by St. Paul and Barnabas 
whose extensive efforts proved to be very fruitful for Christianity. 
Incidentally, the word Christians was first coined in Antioch. The 
strong and wealthy community of Antioch contributed financially 
to the Christian community of Jerusalem. Highlights include the 
museum which houses a superb collection of mosaics from Antioch, 
Daphne and Seleucia Pieria. St. Peter’s Grotto, the cave church came 
to be known as the meeting place of the early Christians. The next 
site we will visit is Seleucia Pieria which was the port city of Antioch 
in ancient days. The most interesting monument here is the Tunnel 
of Titus which is a tremendous canal dug for the purpose of diverting 
waters of Orontes river. Another highlight here will be the rock tombs 
with their impressive facades pertaining to the Hellenistic period.   

Day 3 - ANTIOCH / GAZIANTEP / URFA

After breakfast drive to Gaziantep. Visit of the Archaeology Museum 
with its artifacts from Neolithic, Hittite and Roman times. There are 
important mosaics from the ancient site of Zeugma (Belkis). Drive to 
Urfa.  On the way Halfeti boat trip on the Euphrates River. Overnight 
in Urfa.

Today we will visit Urfa, the city of King Abgar the 
great is believed to have been the first Christian King. 
According to the popular legend, wicked Nimrod 
used the columns as a sling to throw Abraham from 
the mount. Where he prophet fell springs burst from 
the ground to form pool of Abraham. We will visit this 
pool full with sacred carps. In a cave here, Job of Urfa 
lived 7 years as a pauperized leper. In a village named 
Nebiyob, where the tombs of Job, his wife, and the 
prophet Elijah are found. Job’s cave has a spring which 
restored Job’s health and a pavilion on top. In 460 
AD, the bishop here found curative properties in this 
spring water and built a hospital nearby. “And after this 
Job lived a hundred and forty years, and saw his sons, 
his son’s sons, four generations. And Job died, an old 
man, and full of days.” (Job 42:16-17).  Then We  drive 
to Haran, “Terah took his son Abram and his grandson 
Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, 
Abram’s wife, and went forth together from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to go onto the land of Canaan: but when 
they came to Haran, they settled there. The days of 
Terah were two hundred and five years and Terah died 
in Haran. (Gen.11:31-32) Haran is the hometown of 
Abraham, the father of faith for Christians, Jews, and 
Moslems. God brought him out of Haran as a part of 
his plan to convert man’s history of sin (Gen.12:1-2). 
Also known as Padan Aram, Haran remained a spiritual 
home for Abraham and his descendants. Abraham 
found his daughter-in-law at Padan Aram (Gen.24:3-43) 
and Isaac also urged his sin to find a wife in this region. 
(Gen.28:1-2) Then we drive to Adiyaman city and 
overnight in Kahta town near by Nemrud mountain. 

Day 6 - DIYARBAKIR / VAN

Day 10 - TRABZON / ISTANBUL / DEPARTUREOn the way to Van, nearest place to the Ararat mountain 
range ,we will visit Malabadi bridge from 12th AD. Then we 
drive to lake Van to embark our boat to Akdamar island to 
visit the monastery to the church of Holy Cross usedby the  
Armenian Patriach. Overnight in Van city at an altitude of 
1727 m.

Free until transfer time. Transfer to the airport our flight to 
Istanbul. Then connection flight to home.  

Today we drive to Nemrud mountain to enjoy the view. 
The 2100 m high summit of Nemrud lies in the Antitaurus 
range of mountains. On this summit rises a gigantic tumulus 
surrounded by terraces and monumental statues which were 
created in the 1st BC. It was the place of regular pilgrimages 
and rituals during the time of commagene kingdom. This 
place is in the list of UNESCO since 1987. On the way back to 
Kahta, we will stop to visit Karakus funerary columns coming 
from 1st BC. Then stop on the Roman bridge at Cendere. A 
single graceful arch carries the road high above the water 
from 2nd AD. Nimrod (Nemrud) was a part of Assyrian land 
mentioned in Micah 5:6 (Nimrod being an ally of Assur and 
Nineveh, Assyria was once called Nimrod (Gen 10:11-12). 
“They shall rule the land of Assyria with the sword, and the 
land of Nimrud with the drawn sword, and they shall deliver 
us from the Assyrians when he comes into our land and 
treads within our border.” (Micah 5:6) On the way to Urfa 
(Ur&Edessa), we will stop to see one of the largest rock-filled 
dam of the world called GAP. The sourse (Firat Nehri) of the 
Euphrates, one of the four rivers near Eden. Rev. 16:12-16 
states that the Euphrates will dry up and cause a great war. 
It is 169 m high. It is built to irrigate Harran, Mardin, Ceylan 
pinar plaines. And with its 2400 mw power plant capacity. 
We drive to Diyarbakir for the night.

Day 7 - VAN / DOGUBEYAZIT

Day 8 - DOGUBEYAZIT / ERZURUM / TRABZON

Day 9 -  TRABZON

We will start our journey to Mount Ararat. On our way, we 
will see Muradiye waterfall, then lunch in Dogubeyazit. After 
lunch, we will visit Ishakpasa palace. Then we will change our 
bus to mini-buses to continue to the place where it is believed 
that Noah’s Ark landed. God said to Noah, “Go forth from the 
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and sons’ wives with 
you. Bring forth with you every living thing that is with you 
of all flesh-birds and animals and every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth-that may breed abundantly on the earth, 
and be fruitful and multiply upon the earth.” (Gen.8:15-17) In 
the seventh month, on the seventeenth day, the ark rested 
on Mt. Ararat. Waters abated and on the first day of the tenth 
month, mountain tops were seen.” (Gen.8:4-5) Overnight in 
Dogubeyazit.

Early in the morning, we will check out and drive to Erzurum. 
Erzurum is the largest city in Eastern Turkey, sprawls on a high 
plateau at an altitude of 1,950 meters. As you enter the city, 
the large Aziziye monument commemorating the Turkish-
Russian war will catch your eye. The city walls and fortress are 
reminiscent of the period of Byzantine rule. Erzurum is known 
for copper crafting and its Oltu stone, which is a unique black 
stone used to make jewelry and beads. We will visit fine Seljuk 
monuments such as the Ulu (Great) Mosque, the Cifte Minareli 
Medrese. After lunch in local kebab restaurant drive to Trabzon 
city in the Blacksea and overnite.

Today we will visit to the magnificent Sumela Monastery 
located high on the cliffs in the Altindere National Park.  Two 
monks from Athens, Sophronius and uncle Barnabas found the 
monastery of Sumelas in AD 368. They followed the guidance 
of an icon to a cave in this mountain setting. They believed it 
had been painted by the Apostle St. Luke. In the 6th century 
the emperor Justinian ordered a silver reliquary made for the 
monastery in order to preserve the remains of Barnabas.  The 
church is covered inside and out with brilliant frescos. Then 
we will visit the St. Sophia museum (restored 13th c Byzantine 
church with its splendid frescoes). Transfer to the airport our 
flight to Istanbul. Transfer to the hotel. Overnight in Istanbul

Upon arrival to Istanbul, we continue to Adana with our connected 
flight and drive straight to Tarsus, the birth place of St. Paul. During 
St. Paul’s time Tarsus was a university city surpassing Athens and 
Alexandria. Cicero was a governor here in 51-50 BC. and the romantic 
meeting between Cleopatra and Mark Anthony took place in Tarsus. 
Highlights here will be St. Paul’s well and Cleopatra’s Gate. Drive to 
Antioch at Orontes for a good night rest

Day 1 - ISTANBUL / ADANA / ANTIOCH

Day 5 - KAHTA / NEMRUD / DIYARBAKIR

BiBliCal  Journey to eaStern anatolia  
(10 Days / 9 nights )

Day 4 - URFA / HARRAN / ADIYAMAN / KAHTA
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Day 2 -  GAZIANTEP / URFA

After breakfast drive to Urfa.  On the way Halfeti boat trip on the 
Euphrates River.  We embark upon a boat ride on the Euphrates River, 
including a cruise around the Roman fortress of Rumkale, where St. 
John the Apostle is said to have written his Gospel. Afternoon we 
will visit Urfa, the city of King Abgar the great is believed to have 
been the first Christian King. According to the popular legend, 
wicked Nimrod used the columns as a sling to throw Abraham from 
the mount. Where he prophet fell springs burst from the ground to 
form pool of Abraham. We will visit this pool full with sacred carps. 
In a cave here, Job of Urfa lived 7 years as a pauperized leper. In a 
village named Nebiyob, where the tombs of Job, his wife, and the 
prophet Elijah are found. Job’s cave has a spring which restored 
Job’s health and a pavilion on top. In 460 AD, the bishop here found 
curative properties in this spring water and built a hospital nearby. 
“And after this Job lived a hundred and forty years, and saw his 
sons, his son’s sons, four generations. And Job died, an old man, 
and full of days.” (Job 42:16-17). Overnight in Urfa.  (B,L,D)  

Day 3 - URFA / HARRAN / ADIYAMAN

After breakfast, drive to Haran, “Terah took his son Abram and his 
grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, 
Abram’s wife, and went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans 
to go onto the land of Canaan: but when they came to Haran, they 
settled there. The days of Terah were two hundred and five years 
and Terah died in Haran. (Gen.11:31-32) Haran is the hometown of 
Abraham, the father of faith for Christians, Jews, and Moslems. God 
brought him out of Haran as a part of his plan to convert man’s
history of sin (Gen.12:1-2). Also known as Padan Aram, Haran 
remained a spiritual home for Abraham and his descendants. 
Abraham found his daughter-in-law at Padan Aram (Gen.24:3-43) 
and Isaac also urged his sin to find a wife in this region. (Gen.28:1-2). 
Then we drive to Adiyaman. On the way, we will stop to see one of 
the largest rock-filled dam of the world called GAP. The sourse (Firat 
Nehri) of the Euphrates, one of the four rivers near Eden. Rev. 16:12-

Day 4 - ADIYAMAN / NEMRUD / DIYARBAKIR

Early in the morning drive to Nemrud mountain to 
enjoy the view. The 2100 m high summit of Nemrud 
lies in the Antitaurus range of mountains. On this 
summit rises a gigantic tumulus surrounded by 
terraces and monumental statues which were created 
in the 1st BC. It was the place of regular pilgrimages 
and rituals during the time of commagene kingdom. 
This place is in the list of UNESCO since 1987.  
On the way to Diyarbakir, we will stop to visit Karakus 
funerary columns coming from 1st BC. Then stop 
on the Roman bridge at Cendere. A single graceful 
arch carries the road high above the water from 2nd 
AD. Nimrod (Nemrud) was a part of Assyrian land 
mentioned in Micah 5:6 (Nimrod being an ally of Assur 
and Nineveh, Assyria was once called Nimrod (Gen 
10:11-12). “They shall rule the land of Assyria with the 
sword, and the land of Nimrud with the drawn sword, 
and they shall deliver us from the Assyrians when he 
comes into our land and treads within our border.” 
(Micah 5:6).  Overnight in Diyarbakir. (B,L,D)

Day 6 - DIYARBAKIR / VAN

Day 10 - KARS / ERZURUM 

Day 11 - ERZURUM / TRABZON

On the way to Van, nearest place to the Ararat 
mountain range ,we will visit Malabadi bridge from 
12th AD.. Van; the ancient Urartian capital of Tuspa, is 
situated in a green, fertile oasis in the midst of rocky 
mountains. Overnight in Van city at an altitude of 
1727 m. (B,L,D)

After breakfast visit the ancient city of Ani and 
its churches. View of Arpa River, which forms 
the border to Armenia. Then drive to Erzurum. 
Erzurum is the largest city in Eastern Turkey, 
sprawls on a high plateau at an altitude of 1,950 
meters. As you enter the city, the large Aziziye 
monument commemorating the Turkish-Russian 
war will catch your eye. The city walls and fortress 
are reminiscent of the period of Byzantine rule. 
Erzurum is known for copper crafting and its 
Oltu stone, which is a unique black stone used to 
make jewelry and beads. We will visit fine Seljuk 
monuments such as the Ulu (Great) Mosque, the 
Cifte Minareli Medrese. Overnight in Erzurum. 
(B,L,D)

After an early breakfast drive to Trabzon. Today 
we will visit to the magnificent Sumela Monastery 
located high on the cliffs in the Altindere National 
Park.  Two monks from Athens, Sophronius and 
uncle Barnabas found the monastery of Sumelas 
in AD 368. They followed the guidance of an icon 
to a cave in this mountain setting. They believed 
it had been painted by the Apostle St. Luke. In 
the 6th century theemperor Justinian ordered a 
silver reliquary made for the monastery in order 
to preserve the remains of Barnabas.  The church is 
covered inside and out with brilliant frescos. Then 
we will visit the St. Sophia museum (restored 13th 
c Byzantine church with its splendid frescoes). 
Overnight in Trabzon. (B,L,D)

Day 5 - DIYARBAKIR / MARDIN / DIYARBAKIR

In the morning drive  to Mardin. Our tour starts 
visiting the Mardin Museum. Travelling around the 
city; we will view the castles, the stone houses and 
old bazaars. Lunch in a traditional restaurant. After 
lunch we will continue our way by visiting; Mor Yusuf 
Church (Surp Hosvep) and Deyru zaffaran Monastery 
(Mor Hananya). Drive back to Diyarbakir for dinner 
and overnight. (B,L,D)

Day 8 - VAN / DOGUBEYAZIT

Day 9 - DOGUBEYAZIT / MT.ARARAT / KARS

We begin our  tour by visiting Van castle the carved steps into rock 
will take us to the fortress; the Urartian royal tombs are of interest in 
this fortress and the surrounding area is full of Urartian remains. The 
Archaeological Museum in the new city exhibits the Urartian finds. Lunch 
in a local restaurant. Time to visit the beautiful 10th century Armenian 
Church of Akdamar on an island in the lake before heading to the Hittite 
city of Cavustepe. Back to Van for stay overnight after visiting a small 
bazaar for kilims (rugs) and other weaving products. (B,L,D)

We will start our journey to Mount Ararat. On our way, we will see 
Muradiye Waterfall, then lunch in Dogubeyazit. After lunch, we will visit 
Ishakpasa Palace. Then drive to Mt.Ararat,  we will change our bus to 
mini-buses to continue to the place where it is believed that Noah’s Ark 
landed. God said to Noah, “Go forth from the ark, you and your wife, and 
your sons and sons’ wives with you. Bring forth with you every living 
thing that is with you of all flesh-birds and animals and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth-that may breed abundantly on the earth, 
and be fruitful and multiply upon the earth.” (Gen.8:15-17) In the seventh 
month, on the seventeenth day, the ark rested on Mt. Ararat. Waters 
abated and on the first day of the tenth month, mountain tops were 
seen.” (Gen.8:4-5).  Overnight in Dogubeyazit. (B,L,D)

After breakfast drive to Mt.Ararat,  we will change our bus to mini-buses 
to continue to the place where it is believed that Noah’s Ark landed. God 
said to Noah, “Go forth from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons 
and sons’ wives with you. Bring forth with you every living thing that 
is with you of all flesh-birds and animals and every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth-that may breed abundantly on the earth, and be 

Day 1 -  ISTANBUL / ADANA / GAZIANTEP

Upon arrival to Istanbul, we continue to Adana with our connected 
flight and drive to Gaziantep. Visit of the Archaeology Museum 
with its artifacts from Neolithic, Hittite and Roman times. There 
are important mosaics from the ancient site of Zeugma (Belkis). 
Overnight in Gaziantep. 

Day 12 - TRABZON / ISTANBUL / DEPARTURE

Free until transfer time. Transfer to the airport our 
flight to Istanbul. Then connection flight to home. 

fruitful and multiply upon the earth.” (Gen.8:15-17) 
In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day, the 
ark rested on Mt. Ararat. Waters abated and on the 
first day of the tenth month, mountain tops were 
seen.” (Gen.8:4-5).  Then drive to Kars. On the way 
visit Tuzluca to explore one of the salt mines that 
have existed at the Turkish and Armenian border 
since medieval times. Overnight in Kars.  (B,L,D)

16 states that the Euphrates will dry up and cause a 
great war. It is 169 m high. It is built to irrigate Harran, 
Mardin, Ceylan pinar plaines. And with its 2400 mw 
power plant capacity.  Overnight in Adiyaman. (B,L,D)

BiBliCal Journey to the lanD  of  the olD  
teStament anD eaStern anatolia  

Day 7 - VAN      
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IST-ADB (TK 2302 7:30 to 08:35) Arriving in Istanbul 
flight continues towards Izmir/Smyrna (Revelation 1:11; 
2:8). Arriving  in the city of Izmir, we will visit Pergamon 
(Revelation 1:11; 2:12), where we can see steepest theatre 
in the Ancient World, the Temple of Trajan, Altar of Zeus, 
Agora. Then drive to see the ruins of the Church of Akhisar, 
Thyatira (Acts 16:14. (Revelation 1:11; 2:18-24). Journey 
continues to Sardis (Revelation 1:11; 3:14) to see the ruins 
of the church. The city once was formerly the capital of the 
ancient kingdom of Lydia, we will see the Synagog from 
Roman time. Then we head to Philadelphia (Revelation 1:11; 
3:7) to visit the ruins of the St. John’s Basilica.Overnight in 
Pamukkale (Hierapolis). (B,L,D)

In the morning visit the old city of Hierapolis. Then we will 
visit Laodicea (Col. 2:1; 4:13-16, Revelation 1:11; 3:14). Lunch 
is on the way to Kusadasi.Dinner and overnight. (B,L,D)

Day 5 ISTANBUL / TEL AVIV / TIBERIAS 

Today we will begin the tour to the Mount Beatitudes where 
Jesus preached the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), St. Peter’s 
Primacy where Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” Then 
after continue to Tabgha  where Jesus did the multiplication 
of the fish and the loaf (Matthew 14:19-21)After lunch we 
continue with the boatride on the sea of Galilee There after 
we go up to Mount Tabor, where jesus’ transfiguration took 
place before his disciples. We conclude the day by visiting 
Jordan River where Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist 
(B,L,D)

Following an early breakfast, we drive to the famous city of 
Ephesus, one of the world’s finest archaeological sites. Our 
tour will begin with the Basilica of St John “the Evangelist” 
who came here with the Virgin Mary and wrote his Gospel in 
Ephesus. The Temple of Artemis, considered to be one of the 
Seven Wonders of Antiquity, was located here. Highlights 
include the Library of Celcius, the Temple of Hadrian, the 
Fountain of Trajan and the Theatre. We will also stop by 
the House of Virgin Mary (on top of Mt Coressos). She was 
believed to have spent her last years in this area. On 18 
August 1961, Pope John XXII proclaimed this place to be 
sacred. Late afternoon transfer back to Izmir to continue the 
flight to Istanbul. Overnight in Istanbul. (B,L,D)

Day 6 TIBERIAS

After breakfast drive to the Old City of Istanbul and begin our 
visit starting Hippodrome of Constantinople, where horse 
and chariot races used to take place and it was the center of 
Byzantine civic life. Blue Mosque, with its graceful cascade of 
domes, its six slender minarets and its magnificent interior 
of beautiful blue Iznik tiles. St.Sophia Museum which is one 
of the great architectural marvels of the ancient world. Then 
visit  famous Topkapi Palace, which was home to the sultans 
between the 15th and 19th centuries.  It is now a museum 
exhibiting imperial collections of crystal, silver,Chinese 
porcelain and imperial costumes. Then we will proceed 
to the airport for our flight to Tel Aviv. Arrive Tel Aviv and 
transfer to Tiberias for overnight. (B,L,D)

Day 3   PAMUKKALE / LAODICEA / KUSADASI

Day 4 EPHESUS / IZMIR / ISTANBUL 

This morning we head to Cana where Jesus performed his 
very first miracle and where the Wedding feast took place.   
After that, proceed to Nazareth to see the Church of Our 
Lady Announciation. Lunch in the city of Jericho, the oldest 
city in the world. (Joshua 6:3-5). 
We can also view the Mt. Temptation, when the Lord Jesus 
was tempted by the devil after fasted for 40 days (Matthew 
4:1-11).  
Continue to Qumran (where the deadsea scrolls was found).  
We proceed to the deadsea to have sometime to float on 
the water - being the lowest point on the earth’s surface.  
Our journey continues to the town of Bethlehem to see the 
birthplace of Jesus  (Lk 2:4-8).   (B,L,D)

Day 7   TIBERIAS / CANA / NAZARETH / JERICHO / DEAD 
SEA / BETHLEHEM / JERUSALEM 

Early in the morning,  we begin the way of the Via Dolorosa, 
begining from the 1st till 14th stations, ending at the 
Church of Holy Sepulchre ( Jn 19: 16-27).  We will leave the 
city of Jerusalem toward Caesarea and stopby the Bahai 
Garden for a photoshoot in Haifa.   After lunch,  a short drive 
through the city of of Jaffa before our transfer to Tel Aviv’s 
Ben Gurion Airport for our flight home. (B,L,D)

Day 9  JERUSALEM / HAIFA / TEL AVIV / ISTANBUL  

After breakfast,  we start the day with Mt of Olives begining 
with the Ascension chapel  where Jesus ascended into 
heaven (Acts 1:9-12).  Pater Noster,  where the Lord taught 
the “Our Father” prayer.  We walk down the “Palm Sunday” 
to the Church of Dominus Flevit (Luke 19:41-44) where 
our Lord wept over Jerusalem.   Continue to the Garden 
Gethsemane (Luke 22:52),  where our Lord spent the night in 
agony before His crucifixion.  After Lunch, proceed to Mount 
Zion to visit the  Tomb of David,   the Last Supper Room (Mk 
14:15) where the Lord Jesus and his disciples held the Last 
Supper.  Continue to St Peter Church in Galligantun where 
St Peter denied Jesus  three times (Luke 22:57) before the 
rooster crows.  We finished our day visit to the Garden Tomb, 
before  transfer back to the hotel.

Day 8  JERUSALEM

BiBliCal Journey of holy lanD  
anD turkey 9 Day / 8 night

Day 1    ISTANBUL / IZMIR / PERGAMUM / THYATIRA / 
SARDIS / PHILADELPHIA / PAMUKKALE
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(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. If not done, 
visit Philippi. Continue along the coast to Greece’s second 
city, Thessaloniki. Proceed on tour. See the White Tower, 
(the symbol of the city), the Via Egnatia, the Church of St. 
Dimitrios, the Rotunda. Lunch at a local restaurant (starters, 
salad, main course, dessert). Drive south, into central Greece, 
to Kalambaka, the town nestling at the foot of Meteora. 
On the way, visit the mountain town of Veria. See the spot 
from where St. Paul preached the gospel. Continue onto 
Kalambaka. Arrive in Kalambaka. Dinner and overnight in 
Kalambaka hotel. 

(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. Visit 
Meteora with its impressive scenery, visit 2 monasteries, 
suspended between earth and sky. Inside, see priceless 
historical and religious treasures. Lunch at a local restaurant 
(starters, salad, main course, dessert). Depart to Athens via 
Trikala, Lamia and Thermopylae. Arrive in the evening and 

(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. With an 
official English speaking guide depart for your Half Day 
Corinth Tour. Drive west, along the coastal highway, the 
Apollo coast and stop to see the Corinth Canal, which 
connects the Aegean and the Ionian Seas. Continue to and 
visit Ancient Corinth. See the Bema, the Temple of Apollo, 
the remains of the Agora, and Pyrene Fountain. Lunch at a 
local restaurant. Drive back to Athens and proceed on your 
Half Day Athens Sightseeing Tour. See Syntagma Square, the 
House of Parliament, the Memorial to the Unknown Soldier, 
the National Library, see the Hadrian’s Arch, see the Temple 
of Olympian Zeus, stop at the Panathenaic Stadium where 
the first Olympic Games of the modern era were held in 
1896. On the Acropolis visit the architectural masterpieces 
of the Golden Age of Athens: the Propylaea, the Temple 
of Athena Nike, the Erectheion and finally “the harmony 
between material and spirit”, the Parthenon. Completing the 
tour, transfer to Plaka, the old part of Athens, for dinner at a 
local restaurant (starters, salad, main course, dessert). After 
dinner transfer back and overnight in Athens Hotel.

Day 2   KAVALA / THESSALONIKI / KALAMBAKA

Day 3    KALAMBAKA (METEORA) / ATHENS

Day 5  DEPARTURE

(Breakfast) Breakfast in the hotel. Transfer to the Athens 
airport for your flight back home. 

(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. If not done, 
visit Philippi. Continue along the coast to Greece’s second 
city, Thessaloniki. Proceed on tour. See the White Tower, 
(the symbol of the city), the Via Egnatia, the Church of St. 
Dimitrios, the Rotunda and visit the archaeological museum. 
Lunch at a local restaurant for lunch (starters, salad, main 
course, dessert). Dinner and overnight in Thessaloniki hotel.                                                  

(Lunch, Dinner) Meet on the Greece side of the border and 
walk to the coach. Depart and drive via the first Greek town, 
Alexandroupolis and transfer to a local restaurant for lunch 
(starters, salad, main course, dessert). Continue along the 
coast to Kavala, Biblical Neapolis. Drive to and visit Philippi. 
See the remains of the Agora, the Octagon, the remains of 
the 2 Basilicas and St. Paul’s prison. Completing the tour, 
drive to Kavala. Dinner and overnight in Kavala hotel.

 (Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. Drive south, 
into central Greece, to Kalambaka, the town nestling at the 
foot of Meteora. On the way, visit the mountain town of 
Veria. See the spot from where St. Paul preached the gospel. 
Continue onto Kalambaka. Lunch at a local restaurant 
for lunch (starters, salad, main course, dessert). Arrive in 
Kalambaka. Dinner and overnight in Kalambaka hotel.

(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. Visit 
Meteora with its impressive scenery, visit 2 monasteries, 
suspended between earth and sky. Inside, see priceless 
historical and religious treasures. Lunch at a local restaurant 
(starters, salad, main course, dessert). Depart for Delphi, the 
navel of the earth. Dinner and overnight in Delphi Hotel.

Day 2  KAVALA / THESSALONIKI

Day 3 THESSALONIKI / KALAMBAKA

Day 1 ARRIVAL / KAVALA

Day 4 KALAMBAKA (METEORA) / DELPHI

Day 5   DELPHI / ATHENS

(Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast at the hotel. Drive to and 
visit the archaeological site of Delphi. On the slopes of Mt. 
Parnassus, lie the ruins of the Sanctuary of Apollo Pythios. 
See and visit the Doric Temple, the Treasury of the Athenians 
and see Castalia Spring. Visit also the museum holding 

(Corinth Canal, Mycenae, Nafplion, Epidaurus): (Breakfast, 
Lunch, Dinner) Breakfast in the hotel. Depart Athens by the 
coastal road and stop to see the Corinth Canal. Drive on to 
Mycenae, the Homeric city of Agammemnon. (The leader 
of the Troy War). Visit the Lion’s Gate, the Cyclopean Walls 
and the Royal Tomb. Lunch at a local restaurant (starters, 
salad, main course, dessert).  Continue to Nafplion and see 
this charming town. Drive onto and visit the 4th B.C. theatre 
of Epidaurus, famous for its acoustics. Return to Athens and 
transfer to a local restaurant for dinner (starters, salad, main 
course, dessert). After dinner transfer back and overnight in 
Athens Hotel.

Day 6  ONE DAY ARGOLIS TOUR 

Day 7  ATHENS SIGHTSEEING TOUR / DEPARTURE

(Breakfast, Lunch,----) Breakfast in the hotel. Proceed on Full 
Day Athens tour. With an official English Speaking Guide, 
see Syntagma Square, (Constitution Square), the House of 
Parliament and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, guarded 
by the Evzones in their traditional costume. See the Athens 
Academy and the University. Stop at the Pan Athenaic 
Olympic stadium, (where the first Olympic Games of the 
modern era were held in 1896). See the archaeological 
site of the Temple of the Olympian Zeus and Hadrian’s 
Arch. Visit the world famous site of the Acropolis and see 
the Propylaea, the Parthenon. Transfer for lunch to a local 
restaurant (starters, salad, main course, dessert). After lunch, 
continue and visit the place where at last the statues found 
their home and admire the wonders of the classical era, the 
new museum of Acropolis (Mondays closed). Completing 
the tour, transfer to the airport for your flight back home, 

(Dinner) Meet on the Greece side of the border and walk to 
the coach. With an official English speaking guide depart 
and drive via the first Greek town, Alexandroupolis. Continue 
along the coast to Kavala, Biblical Neapolis. Drive to and visit 
Philippi. See the remains of the Agora, the Octagon, the 
remains of the 2 Basilicas and St. Paul’s prison. Completing 
the tour, drive to Kavala. Dinner and overnight in Kavala 
hotel.

Day 4  HALF DAY CORINTH TOUR / ATHENS SIGHTSEEING

masterpieces of ancient Greek sculpture such as the bronze 
charioteer. Lunch at a local restaurant for lunch. After lunch, 
depart for Athens. On the way back, passing the mountain 
village of Arachova, Levadia and the town of Thebes. Arrive 
in the evening in Athens and transfer to a local restaurant 
for dinner (starters, salad, main course, dessert). After dinner 
transfer to the hotel and check in. Overnight in Athens Hotel.

BiBliCal tour of GreeCe  5 Days / 4 nights

Day 1  ARRIVAL / KAVALA

transfer to a local restaurant for dinner (starters, salad, main 
course, dessert). After dinner transfer to the hotel and check 
in. Overnight in Athens Hotel.

BiBliCal tour of GreeCe  7 Days / 6 nights
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After breakfast depart for Kusadasi, enroute have lunch in 
Bergama before visiting Pergamon to see the Acropolis, the 
Temple of Trajan and the theater both overlooking to the 
plain of Bergama with a picture stop for one of the Seven 
Churches of Revelation in downtown Bergama.  Then finally 
Ancient Medical Center, Asclepion will be visited before 
driving to Kusadasi. 

Following breakfast, drive to Selcuk to visit the House of 
Virgin Mary on top of Mt Coressos.  Your memorable visit 
to Ephesus will begin as well as viewing one of the Seven 
Churches of Revelation, the Temple of Artemis (One of the 
Seven Wonders of Antiquity).  Continue on to Pamukkale 
(Cotton Castle).  

Day 5 CAPPADOCIA       

After breakfast drive to Istanbul. Upon arrival visit Spice 
Bazaar, where the smells of cinnamon, cloves and thyme 
rise from hundreds of colourful muslin bags at every store-
front. Free until transfer time. Than transfer to the airport for  
International flight.

Drive to the capital of Turkey, Ankara this morning.  After 
lunch, visit the Ataturk Mausoleum - symbol of the new 
Ankara. The mausoleum is a notable example of modern 
Turkish architecture. The complex comprises a Path of 
Honor flanked by reclining Hittite lions, a Court of Honor, the 
Atatürk Mausoleum itself and a museum. Then continue to 
Bolu for dinner and overnight.

You will tour the Antique City of Hierapolis where Calcareous 
hot springs descending over cliffs have created fascinating 
travertines in the form of white terrace and basins. Drive to 

Day 7   BOLU / ISTANBUL     

Day 6   CAPPADOCIA / ANKARA / BOLU 

Situated near a former volcano, the unique landscape 
of Cappadocia evolved through erosion of the ash 
sedimentation by wind, sun, rain and snow.  Enjoy a full day 
tour through the many valleys and conical cliffs, with whole 
cities hewed from these rocks cliffs.  Included is the Goreme 
Valley, Underground City of Kaymakli, Valley of the Birds and 
Uchisar Castle, where you can capture a panoramic view of 
the beautiful plateau. Than visit Avanos Village followed  by 
the famous local pottery and carpet shows allowing ample 
time for shopping. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia.

Day 2     CANAKKALE / PERGAMUM / KUSADASI   

Day 3 KUSADASI / EPHESUS / PAMUKKALE    

Day 4 PAMUKKALE / KONYA / CAPPADOCIA

Day 1     ISTANBUL       

turkiSh DeliGht   7 Days  / 6 nights

Arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport in the morning, Meet and 
drive to the Old City of Istanbul and begin our  visit starting 
with Blue Mosque, with its graceful cascade of domes, its 
six slender minarets and its magnificent interior of beautiful 
blue Iznik tiles. St.Sophia Museum which is one of the great 
architectural marvels of the ancient world. Than we will 
began our scenic drive down to Gallipoli, historically famous 
for being the site of many battles during WW1. Following 
a lunch break, we will cross the second strategic waterway, 
the Dardanelles and land Asia. We will check-in our hotel in 
Canakkale for dinner and overnight. 

Arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport in the morning, Meet and drive 
to the Old City of Istanbul and begin our  visit starting with Blue 
Mosque, with its graceful cascade of domes, its six slender minarets 
and its magnificent interior of beautiful blue Iznik tiles. St.Sophia 
Museum which is one of the great architectural marvels of the 
ancient world. Than we will visit the famous Topkapi Palace, home to 
some of the world’s biggest emeralds and diamonds. Check-in to the 
hotel. Overnight in Istanbul.      

Day 2     ISTANBUL / CANAKKALE     

After breakfast, we will began our scenic drive down to Gallipoli, 
historically famous for being the site of many battles during WW1. 
Following a lunch break, we will cross the second strategic waterway, 
the Dardanelles and land Asia and proceed to Troy, the legendary 
town in the “Iliad” of Homeros and visit the ruins We will check-in our 
hotel in Canakkale for dinner and overnight. 

Day 3     CANAKKALE / PERGAMUM / KUSADASI    

Day 4 KUSADASI / EPHESUS / PAMUKKALE     

After breakfast depart for Kusadasi, enroute have lunch in Bergama 
before visiting Pergamon to see the Acropolis, the Temple of 
Trajan and the theater both overlooking to the plain of Bergama 
with a picture stop for one of the Seven Churches of Revelation in 
downtown Bergama.  Then finally Ancient Medical Center, Asclepion 
will be visited before driving to Kusadasi. 

Following breakfast, drive to Selcuk to visit the House of Virgin Mary 
on top of Mt Coressos.  Your memorable visit to Ephesus will begin as 
well as viewing one of the Seven Churches of Revelation, the Temple 
of Artemis (One of the Seven Wonders of Antiquity).  Continue on to 
Pamukkale (Cotton Castle).  

Day 5 PAMUKKALE / KONYA / CAPPADOCIA    

Day 6 CAPPADOCIA      

Day 7   CAPPADOCIA / ANKARA / BOLU      

Day 8   BOLU / ISTANBUL    You will tour the Antique City of Hierapolis where Calcareous hot 
springs descending over cliffs have created fascinating travertines 
in the form of white terrace and basins. Drive to Cappadocia via 
Konya, the famous old capital city of the Seljuk Empire with many 
fine examples of Turkish Islamic art and architecture.  After a visit to 
the Mausoleum of Mevlana, continue to Cappadocia. Dinner and 
overnight in Cappadocia.  

Situated near a former volcano, the unique landscape 
of Cappadocia evolved through erosion of the ash 
sedimentation by wind, sun, rain and snow.  Enjoy a 
full day tour through the many valleys and conical 
cliffs, with whole cities hewed from these rocks cliffs.  
Included is the Goreme Valley, Underground City of 
Kaymakli, Valley of the Birds and Uchisar Castle, where 
you can capture a panoramic view of the beautiful 
plateau. Than visit Avanos Village followed  by the 
famous local pottery and carpet shows allowing 
ample time for shopping. Dinner and overnight in 
Cappadocia.

After breakfast drive to Istanbul. Upon arrival visit 
Spice Bazaar, where the smells of cinnamon, cloves 
and thyme rise from hundreds of colourful muslin 
bags at every store-front. Free until transfer time. Then 
transfer to the airport for  International flight.

Drive to the capital of Turkey, Ankara this morning.  
After lunch, visit the Ataturk Mausoleum - symbol 
of the new Ankara. The mausoleum is a notable 
example of modern Turkish architecture. The complex 
comprises a Path of Honor flanked by reclining Hittite 
lions, a Court of Honor, the Atatürk Mausoleum itself 
and a museum. Then continue to Bolu for dinner and 
overnight.

turkey SPeCial  8 Days /  7nights

Cappadocia via Konya, the famous old capital city of the 
Seljuk Empire with many fine examples of Turkish Islamic 
art and architecture.  After a visit to the Mausoleum of 
Mevlana, continue to Cappadocia. Dinner and overnight in 
Cappadocia.                  

Day 1     ISTANBUL / CANAKKALE    



68 69

Departure from the hotel to embark ferry boat to Yalova.  
Drive to Bursa, enjoying the lovely countryside view and 
have lunch.  Following the lunch you will visit Ulu Camii 
(Grand Mosque), the Green Mausoleum, the old Silk Market 
in Covered Bazaar.  Then drive to Mt Uludag, the legendary 
Mt Olympos.  Return to Bursa for dinner and overnight. 

After breakfast depart for Kusadasi, enroute have lunch in 
Bergama before visiting Pergamon to see the Acropolis, the 
Temple of Trajan and the theater both overlooking to the 
plain of Bergama with a picture stop for one of the Seven 
Churches of Revelation in downtown Bergama.  Then finally 
Ancient Medical Center, Asclepion will be visited before 
driving to Kusadasi. 

Day 5 PAMUKKALE / KONYA / CAPPADOCIA

After breakfast check-out from the hotel. Visit the 
Underground City of Kaymakli. Also time will be allocated 
for the local souvenir shopping. Drive to Kayseri Airport for 
domestic flight to Istanbul. Transfer to the hotel. Dinner and 
overnight in Istanbul.

After breakfast check-out from the hotel. Embark the 
Bosphorus Cruise Boat. A scenic journey along the Bosphorus 
between two continents, Asia and Europe. After lunch visit 
Spice Bazaar, where the smells of cinnamon, cloves and thyme 
rise from hundreds of colourful muslin bags at every store-
front. Then transfer to the airport for  international flight.

Situated near a former volcano, the unique landscape 
of Cappadocia evolved through erosion of the ash 
sedimentation by wind, sun, rain and snow.  Enjoy a full day 
tour through the many valleys and conical cliffs, with whole 
cities hewed from these rocks cliffs.  Included is the Goreme 
Valley, Valley of the Birds and Uchisar Castle, where you can 
capture a panoramic view of the beautiful plateau. Than visit 
Avanos Village followed  by the famous local pottery and 
carpet shows allowing ample time for shopping. Dinner and 
overnight in Cappadocia.

Following breakfast, drive to Selcuk to visit the House of 
Virgin Mary on top of Mt Coressos.  Your memorable visit 
to Ephesus will begin as well as viewing one of the Seven 
Churches of Revelation, the Temple of Artemis (One of the 
Seven Wonders of Antiquity).  Continue on to Pamukkale 
(Cotton Castle). 

Day 7   CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL 

Day 8   ISTANBUL Departure

Day 6 CAPPADOCIA 

You will tour the Antique City of Hierapolis where Calcareous 
hot springs descending over cliffs have created fascinating 
travertines in the form of white terrace and basins. Drive to 
Cappadocia via Konya, the famous old capital city of the 
Seljuk Empire with many fine examples of Turkish Islamic 
art and architecture.  After a visit to the Mausoleum of 
Mevlana, continue to Cappadocia. Dinner and overnight in 
Cappadocia.  

Day 2     ISTANBUL / BURSA

Day 3     BURSA / PERGAMUM / KUSADASI

Day 1     ISTANBUL

Day 4 KUSADASI / EPHESUS / PAMUKKALE

Arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, Meet and drive to the 
Old City of Istanbul and begin our  visit starting with Blue 
Mosque, with its graceful cascade of domes, its six slender 
minarets and its magnificent interior of beautiful blue 
Iznik tiles. St.Sophia Museum which is one of the great 
architectural marvels of the ancient world. Than we will visit 
the famous Topkapi Palace, home to some of the world’s 
biggest emeralds and diamonds. Check-in to the hotel. 
Overnight in Istanbul.      

After breakfast, we will began our scenic drive down to Gallipoli, 
historically famous for being the site of many battles during 
WW1. Following a lunch break, we will cross the second strategic 
waterway, the Dardanelles and land Asia and proceed to Troy, the 
legendary town in the “Iliad” of Homeros and visit the ruins We will 
check-in our hotel in Canakkale for dinner and overnight. 

After breakfast depart for Kusadasi, enroute have lunch in Bergama 
before visiting Pergamon to see the Acropolis, the Temple of 
Trajan and the theater both overlooking to the plain of Bergama 
with a picture stop for one of the Seven Churches of Revelation 
in downtown Bergama.  Then finally Ancient Medical Center, 
Asclepion will be visited before driving to Kusadasi. 

Day 5 PAMUKKALE / KONYA / CAPPADOCIA

After breakfast check-out from the hotel. Visit the 
Underground City of Kaymakli. Also time will be 
allocated for the local souvenir shopping. Drive to 
Kayseri Airport for domestic flight to Istanbul. Transfer 
to the hotel. Dinner and overnight in Istanbul.

After breakfast check-out from the hotel. Embark the 
Bosphorus Cruise Boat. A scenic journey along the 
Bosphorus between two continents, Asia and Europe. 
After lunch visit Spice Bazaar, where the smells of 
cinnamon, cloves and thyme rise from hundreds of 
colourful muslin bags at every store-front. Then transfer 
to the airport for  international flight.

Situated near a former volcano, the unique landscape 
of Cappadocia evolved through erosion of the ash 
sedimentation by wind, sun, rain and snow.  Enjoy a 
full day tour through the many valleys and conical 
cliffs, with whole cities hewed from these rocks cliffs.  
Included is the Goreme Valley, Valley of the Birds and 
Uchisar Castle, where you can capture a panoramic 
view of the beautiful plateau. Than visit Avanos Village 
followed  by the famous local pottery and carpet 
shows allowing ample time for shopping. Dinner and 
overnight in Cappadocia.

Following breakfast, drive to Selcuk to visit the House of Virgin 
Mary on top of Mt Coressos.  Your memorable visit to Ephesus will 
begin as well as viewing one of the Seven Churches of Revelation, 
the Temple of Artemis (One of the Seven Wonders of Antiquity).  
Continue on to Pamukkale (Cotton Castle).  

Day 7   CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL 

Day 8   ISTANBUL Departure 

Day 6 CAPPADOCIA 

You will tour the Antique City of Hierapolis where 
Calcareous hot springs descending over cliffs have 
created fascinating travertines in the form of white 
terrace and basins. Drive to Cappadocia via Konya, the 
famous old capital city of the Seljuk Empire with many 
fine examples of Turkish Islamic art and architecture.  
After a visit to the Mausoleum of Mevlana, continue to 
Cappadocia. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia.  

Day 2     ISTANBUL / CANAKKALE

Day 3     BURSA / PERGAMUM / KUSADASI

Day 4 KUSADASI / EPHESUS / PAMUKKALE

Arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport in the morning, Meet and drive 
to the Old City of Istanbul and begin our  visit starting with Blue 
Mosque, with its graceful cascade of domes, its six slender minarets 
and its magnificent interior of beautiful blue Iznik tiles. St.Sophia 
Museum which is one of the great architectural marvels of the 
ancient world. Than we will visit the famous Topkapi Palace, home 
to some of the world’s biggest emeralds and diamonds. Check-in to 
the hotel. Overnight in Istanbul.      

turkey SPeCial  (with troy) 8 Days / 7 nightsturkey SPeCial  (with Bursa) 8 Days / 7 nights

Day 1     ISTANBUL 
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Day 2 ABANT / SAFRANBOLU / ILGAZ

After breakfast, drive to Safranbolu. This little cozy town built around a 
sinkhole, which has been emptied of its mineral contents and famous 
for its 19.C. provincial style houses in the old quarter. There are being 
restored with loving care by the craftsmen and students working under 
the supervision of specialists from Zonguldak University. Now the city 
is an open-air museum of this kind of architecture. Visit old Ottoman 
Houses and taste the delicious Lokum of Safranbolu. Then continue to 
Mt. Ilgaz for dinner and overnight in a cozy mountain hotel. (B,L,D)

Day 3 ILGAZ / HATTUSAS / AMASYA 

Have a long and steady drive over the hills to Hattusas, Yazilikaya 
and Alacahöyük; The Hittites who conquered the Babylon had also 
challenged the pharaohs of Egpyt over 3000 years ago. The history of 
Hittites had been buried by itself but excavations in Bogazköy. Yazilikaya 
means ‘inscribed rock’ which is just under 3 km near Hattusas. Yazilikaya 
was always a naturalistic religious sanctuary open to the sky but in the 
later Hittite times monumental gateways and temple structure were 

Day 4 AMASYA / TOKAT / SAMSUN

After breakfast, short city tour of Amasya which 
was one time the capital of the Pontic kings. It’s a 
beautiful city divided into two parts by the river of 
Yesilırmak surrounded by high clifs. Amasya is an 
old-town with a number of things to see including 
the rock-hewn tombs of the Kings of Pontus, 
some fine old mosques picturesque Ottoman 
half-timbered houses and a good little museum. 
Amasya was the birthplace of Strabo, the world’s 
first historian. Then drive to Tokat. On the way we 
will visit Ballica Caves, the Carstic formation ends 
with a mysterious underground lake. You walk up 
over 100 steps to reach the entrance from where 
you go down 75 meters and up again for another 
10 meters. This magnificent visit will make you 
breathless. Then drive to Samsun, Dinner and 
overnight. (B,L,D)

Day 6  TRABZON / UZUNGÖL / TRABZON

A short visit of the town including the very famous church of St. Sophia 
before driving up to the Uzungöl. Change into smaller mini buses to go 
up to a level of 1100 meters. Lunch at a typical local restaurant and free 
time to wander around for wonderful scenery. Return to Trabzon for 
dinner and overnight. (B,L,D)

Day 5  SAMSUN / ORDU / GIRESUN / TRABZON

This day will be glorious as we will be driving in the valleys, passing over 
the mountains and taking narrow picturesque straits to reach the Black 
sea coasts. Taking the green mountains on our right side, and the Black 
sea on our left we drive through the fishing ports of Ordu and Giresun 
viewing some old castles, houses and fields of hazelnuts before we reach 
Trabzon. Free until dinner time. Dinner and overnight in Trabzon. (B,L;D)

Day 8 ISTANBUL DEPARTURE

After loading suitcases on the bus, we will drive 
via Macka to Sumela to explore one of the most 
beautiful Greek Orthodox Monasteries of 11th 
century which was dedicated to Virgin Mary. It 
was founded in Byzantine times, abondoned 
in 1923 and is being restored nowadays. The 
Monastery clings with a sheer rock wall high 
above evergreen forests and a rushing mountain 
stream. It is a mysterious and unique place 
especially when mists swirl among the top of 
the trees in the valley below. Lunch on the way 
down to coast line and return to Trabzon to catch 
our flight to Istanbul at 16:00 hrs. Dinner and 
overnight in Istanbul. (B,L,D)

A day at leisure until flight time. (Optional 
Bosphorus tour is available). Transfer to the 
airport for your flight back to home. (B)  

Day 1 ISTANBUL / ABANT

Arrival to Istanbul. Welcome back to Turkey! After meeting and assistance 
at airport, long distance transfer to Abant. This fresh air and good food 
paradise is famous for its small but marvelous lake at 1450 m above 
sea level. It is also very popular with the local visitors from big cities. 
The lake’s trout-filled water attract many fisherman and literally locally 
made, colorful basketwork is sold by nearby villagers. Horse riding can 
also be another attraction around the lake. Check-in at hotel. After lunch 
tour around Abant Lake. Dinner and overnight in Abant. (L,D)

BlaCk Sea  -  8 Days / 7 nights 

Day 7  TRABZON / SUMELA / TRABZON /  
 ISTANBUL

built in front of the natural rock galleries. There is 
less to see in Alacahöyük but Hittiteophilies want 
to take to trip to the site, 25 km north of Hattusas. 
There is also a small museum on the site and a 
few sphinxes. Drive to Amasya for dinner and 
overnight. (B,L,D)
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Day 3  CAPPADOCIA

After having breakfast in the hotel visit to the Pigeon Valley 
near Uchisar; then proceed to the Open Air Museum in 
Goreme through Avcilar Valley and visit to the early Christian 
churches decorated with unique frescoes depicting various 
scenes from the Bible. Lunch in a restaurant and then visit 
to Kaymakli Underground City, the place early Christians hid 
from persecutors. Pasabagi in Zelve region and Avanos with 
shopping facilities for the world-wide famous handicrafts. 
Dinner and overnight. 

GuaranteeD DeParture tour
hiGhliGhtS of turkey  -    9 Days / 8 nights 

Departure in the morning. Flight to Ankara by TK108 at 08:00.  
Visit the Anatolian Civilizations Museum and continue to  
Cappadocia. Lunch on the way. In the afternoon we will visit 
the Selçuk Agzikarahan  Caravanserai and natural citadel of 
Uçhisar. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia. Day 5  PAMUKKALE / KUSADASI

In the morning visit to the ancient Hierapolis with the 
Theatre, Apollo Temple and magnificent Necropolis, the 
graveyard. Then drive to Aphrodisias and lunch. Later visit to 
the ruins and the museum. Drive to Kusadasi and overnight. 

Day 2  ISTANBUL / ANKARA / CAPPADOCIA

Day 1  ISTANBUL

Day 4  CAPPADOCIA / KONYA / PAMUKKALEArrival at Istanbul Airport. Meet and transfer to the hotel. 
Free at leisure. Overnight.

Early departure for Pamukkale. On the way visit to the 13th 
century Seljukian masterpiece Sultanhan Caravanserai and 
arrival in Konya. Lunch. After visiting the Mausoleum of 
Mevlana, the world-wide famous mystic, proceed to Karatay 
Theological School in which  beautiful tiles are on display. 
Dinner and overnight in Pamukkale. 

year round every Saturday (min 2 pax to go)

After breakfast we drive to Pergamon to see the Acropolis 
and the Temple of Trojan which is majestically located on 
a hill overlooking the Plain of Bergama. Highlights here 
will also include the Altar of Zeus, Theater and Temple of 
Dionysus, with a final stop at Asclepion, an ancient medical 
center at the  foot of Pergamon where methods of treatment 
included barefoot walking and music therapy. Lunch in 
town. Following lunch we drive to Canakkale. Dinner and 
overnight. 

Day 8  CANAKKALE / ISTANBUL 

Day 9  ISTANBUL 

After breakfast drive to Troy, the place where the legendary 
Trojan War took place in the historical work of Homer 
of Smyrna. After visiting the site with nine inhabitation 
levels covering a period of 3000 years, drive to Canakkale 
and lunch. Thereafter sail to the other side of Dardanelles 
by a ferryboat and drive to Istanbul with visit to Gallipoli, 
historically famous for being the site of many battles - 
particularly involving the Allied Forces including Australians 
and New Zealanders during World War I. Arrival in Istanbul 
and check-in to the hotel. Overnight. 

Morning tour to Ephesus area with Ephesus Antique City, 
Temple of Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world; Virgin Mary’s House, Selcuk Ephesus Museum and 
Church of St. John. Overnight in Kusadasi.

Free until transfer time. Transfer to Istanbul Atatürk Airport 
International Lines for flight to home. 

Day 6  KUSADASI / EPHESUS / KUSADASI

Day 7  KUSADASI / PERGAMON / CANAKKALE 
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Day 2  ISTANBUL

After breakfast drive to the Old City of Istanbul and begin our visit 
starting Hippodrome of Constantinople, where horse and chariot 
races used to take place and it was the center of Byzantine civic 
life. Blue Mosque, with its graceful cascade of domes, its six slender 
minarets and its magnificent interior of beautiful blue Iznik tiles. 
St.Sophia Museum which is one of the great architectural marvels 
of the ancient world. Then visit Underground Cistern and famous 
Topkapi Palace, which was home to the sultans between the 15th and 
19th centuries.  It is now a museum exhibiting imperial collections 
of crystal, silver,Chinese porcelain and imperial costumes. Overnight 
in Istanbul. (B/L/--)

Day 3  ISTANBUL / IZMIR / EPHESUS / KUSADASI

After breakfast transfer to the airport for domestic flight to Izmir 
by TK 2316 at 09:00. Upon arrival, drive to Selcuk to visit the House 
of Virgin Mary on top of Mt Coressos. Your memorable visit to 
Ephesus will begin as well as viewing one of the Seven Churches 
of Revelation, the Temple of Artemis (One of the Seven Wonders of 
Antiquity). Then we will visit Sirince Village before check-in to the 
hotel. Dinner and overnight in Kusadasi .  (B/L/D)

Day 1    ISTANBUL

Day 4  KUSADASI / BODRUM / MARMARIS

Day 5  MARMARIS / CAUNUS / DALYAN / EKINCIK

Arrival at Istanbul Airport, meet at the airport and transfer to the 
hotel. After a short rest drive to pier for embark the Bosphorus 
Cruise Boat. A scenic journey along the Bosphorus between 
two continents, Asia and Europe. Lunch at a sea food restaurant. 
Afternoon visit Spice Bazaar, where the smells of cinnamon, cloves 
and thyme rise from hundreds of colourful muslin bags at every 
store-front. Overnight in Istanbul. (--,L,--)

After breakfast, we will depart from the hotel for Bodrum. Upon 
arrival the City Tour we will visit the following places. St Peters 
Castle, the symbol of Bodrum. The Crusader castle was built by the 
Knights of St. John between 1402 and 1409. Today on the walls of 
the castle you can see lots of stones from Mausoleum, one of the 
seven wonders of the ancient world. Then we will visit the Ancient 
Theater, The Theatre is located on the hillside overlooking Bodrum. 
The view of the town from there is beautiful. 
Then drive to Marmaris for embarkation to the yacht. At the harbor 
of Marmaris, we board our traditional Turkish gulet-style yacht 
.Our gulet is a teak and oak beauty with both sails and a motor, 

We cruise to Ekincik Cove, where a small riverboat 
meets us and takes us on a side trip upriver on the 
Dalyan River. A shimmering blue band, the Dalyan 
River snakes amid bamboo and cattails, glimmering 
like the nearby Mediterranean Sea. Named for 
dalyans, the fishing weirs that have supported locals 
for centuries, the river reveals abundant birdlife. As 
we cruise this lovely waterway, we may well see some 
of the many species of birds that live here, from the 
shy ibis to the fearless gull. When our small riverboat 
brings us to Iztuzu Beach, we may also discover the 
Loggerhead Sea Turtles, depending on the season, 
who have nested here since the age of the dinosaurs. 
You’ll be transported by the tranquil sands, which 
are bordered by the Dalyan on one side and the 
Mediterranean on the other. After lunch in a local 
tavern, we visit the ancient Lycian site of Caunus, a 
beautiful ancient site where we clamber around the 
temples, baths, nympheum and an ancient theater. 
We have striking views along the way of Lycian temple 
tombs hugging a rock face. We return to our gulet for 
dinner. (B/L/D) 

Day 6  EKINCIK COVE / GOCEK BAY

In the morning, we cruise to Aga Limani, or “Friendship 
Cove.” There’s time for a swim this morning before 
we begin today’s hike, which some consider to be 
our trip’s most challenging. We hike through forests, 
meadows and spectacular coastal scenery to a little-
known Greco-Roman site called Lydea. We walk a 
pine-shaded trail amid the smells of wild herbs, and 
the music of goat bells, with spectacular vistas of the 
Gocek Lagoon and Bay of Fethiye. 
The hike takes about three hours: the first hour or so is 

an outdoor eating area, and comfortable cushions for 
relaxing on the observation decks, fore and aft. There 
are seven or eight snug cabins below, each with its 
own head and shower. You meet our expert captain 
and his friendly crew. The captain and your Trip Leader 
take you on a short tour of the gulet, and give you 
information about safety and comfort on board. To 
keep the decks and cushions clean, we don’t wear our 
shoes on board; rather, we recommend watershoes, 
flip-flops, or slippers. Dinner and overnight on board. 
(B/L/D)

fantastic experience 14 Days / 13 nights 
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Day 7  GOCEK / GEMILER ISLAND

Day 11  KONYA / CAPPADOCIA 

This morning we begin our cruise along the craggy Mediterranean 
coast. We make a landing on a small beach in the Bay of Gemiler, and 
drive to a spot near Kayakoy, a Greek “ghost town.” From here, we begin 
our hike to Kayakoy, on a rarely used trail that follows the side of a hill 
full of carob trees, thyme, and bay, with incredible vistas of inlets and 
lacy coastline. Anatolian Greeks once inhabited this city, with about 
600 houses. During the 1920s, the entire population was relocated 
to Greece in the aftermath of the Turkish War of Independence. It 
is an eerie and moving place, a tragic reminder of how politics can 
affect human lives. The hike takes two hours. We walk first uphill, then 
descend on a well-graded but sometimes rocky path to a cove at 
Soguk Su. (Please note that if you elect not to join the hike, you will 
need to stay onboard the gulet, which sails to meet us at Soguk Su.) 
In the afternoon, we cruise to nearby Gemiler Island, where we see 
a sixth-century Byzantine monastery and ancient churches and 
refectories. If you like, you can hike to the top of the island, about a 
400-foot elevation gain, for a breathtaking view of the azure channel 
below. We return to our gulet in the afternoon, and you may have time 
for a brief swim before dinner. (B/L/D) 

Following breakfast, drive to Cappadocia. Situated 
near a former volcano, the unique landscape of 
Cappadocia evolved through erosion of the ash 
sedimentation by wind, sun, rain and snow. Enroute 
stop by the 13th century Sultanhani Caravansarai, 
the ancient ‘hotels’ during the silk road time. 
Overnight in Cappadocia. (B/L/D) 

Day 8  GEMILER ISLAND / FETHIYE / ANTALYA

Day 9  ANTALYA / PAMUKKALE Day 13 CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL

Day 14  ISTANBUL Departure

In the morning, we have our last breakfast on board and make a short 
cruise to the harbor at Fethiye, where we meet our minibus. We bid 
a fond farewell to our captain and crew. Then drive to Antalya. On 
the way we will visit  the ancient city of Myra where St. Paul met the 
apostles before their journey to Rome. We will also visit the Church of 
St. Nicholas who was the bishop here in the 4th century. Overnight in 
Antalya. (B/L/D)

Enjoy full day tour through the many valleys 
and conical cliffs, with whole cities hewed from 
these rocks cliffs. Included is the Goreme Valley, 
Underground City of Kaymakli, Valley of the Birds 
and Uchisar Castle, where you can capture a 
panoramic view of the beautiful plateau. Dinner 
and overnight in Cappadocia. (B/L/D) 

After breakfast visit Old City and Harbour. Then drive to Pamukkale. 
Upon arrival we will tour the Antique City of Hierapolis where 
Calcareous hot springs descending over cliffs have created 
fascinating travertines in the form of white terrace and basins. Dinner 
and overnight in Pamukkale.  (B/L/D)

OPTIONAL: Early in the morning Baloon Tour After 
breakfast check-out from the hotel. Than visit 
Avanos Village followed by the famous local pottery 
shows. Transfer to Kayseri Airport for domestic 
flight to Istanbul by TK 2015 (16:25/17:55). Transfer 
to the hotel for overnight in Istanbul. (B/L/--)

Free until transfer time. Then transfer to airport for 
flight to home. (B/--/--) 

Day 10  PAMUKKALE / KONYA

Today, travel to Konya. Konya was founded by the Romans in the 2nd 
century as Iconium. Certainly the Mevlana Museum is one of the most 
important places to visit in Konya. This small museum is next to a 
16th century mosque which was built by Sinan during Sultan Selim II 

period. This museum used to be Mevlana’s lodge, 
the found of the Whirling Dervishes. Overnight in 
Konya. (B/L/--) 

uphill. As we hike, our gulet sails around to meet us in a spectacular 
cove which shelters the sunken baths of Cleopatra, built for her by 
Mark Antony. Legend says that Antony gave Cleopatra the entire 
Turquoise Coast as a wedding gift - a present fit for a queen. This is 
another excellent place to swim, if you feel so inclined. (B/L/D) 

Day 12  CAPPADOCIA
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After breakfast depart for Kusadasi, enroute have lunch in 
Bergama before visiting Pergamon to see the Acropolis, the 
Temple of Trajan and the theater both overlooking to the 
plain of Bergama with a picture stop for one of the Seven 
Churches of Revelation in downtown Bergama.  Then finally 
Ancient Medical Center, Asclepion will be visited before 
driving to Kusadasi. 

Following breakfast, drive to Selcuk to visit the House of 
Virgin Mary on top of Mt Coressos.  Your memorable visit 
to Ephesus will begin as well as viewing one of the Seven 
Churches of Revelation, the Temple of Artemis (One of the 
Seven Wonders of Antiquity).  Continue on to Pamukkale 
(Cotton Castle).  

Day 5     ANTALYA

In the morning we will  drive via Kemer and Finike to Myra. 
We will visit  the ancient city of Myra where St. Paul met the 
apostles before their journey to Rome. We will also visit the 
Church of St. Nicholas who was the bishop here in the 4th 
century. Then we will visit the Rock Tombs. Afternoon we 
will have a cruise to sunken city of Kekova. We drive back 
to Antalya through the coastline.  Dinner and overnight in 
Antalya.

After breakfast drive to the Old City of  Istanbul and begin our  
visit starting with Blue Mosque, with its graceful cascade of 
domes, its six slender minarets and its magnificent interior 
of beautiful blue Iznik tiles. St.Sophia Museum which is one 
of the great architectural marvels of the ancient world.and 
the Underground Basilica Cistern. Overnight in Istanbul.       

Today, travel to Cappadocia via Konya, the famous old 
capital city of the Seljuk Empire with many fine examples 
of Turkish Islamic art and architecture.  After a visit to the 
Mausoleum of Mevlana, continue to Cappadocia.  Enroute 
visit the 13th century Sultanhani Caravanserai. Dinner and 
overnight in Cappadocia.  

After breakfast embark the Bosphorus Cruise Boat. A scenic 
journey along the Bosphorus between two continents, Asia 
and Europe. Lunch at a sea food restaurant. Afternoon visit 
Spice Bazaar, where the smells of cinnamon, cloves and 
thyme rise from hundreds of colourful muslin bags at every 
store-front. Last minute shopping. Then transfer to airport 
for international flight.

Day 2    BURSA / PERGAMUM / KUSADASI

Day 3    KUSADASI / EPHESUS / PAMUKKALE

You will tour the Antique City of Hierapolis where Calcareous 
hot springs descending over cliffs have created fascinating 
travertines in the form of white terrace and basins. Dinner 
and overnight in Antalya.
                

Day 6    ANTALYA / KONYA / CAPPADOCIA 

Day 10 ISTANBUL Departure

Day 9    ISTANBUL

Situated near a former volcano, the unique landscape 
of Cappadocia evolved through erosion of the ash 
sedimentation by wind, sun, rain and snow.  Enjoy a full day 
tour through the many valleys and conical cliffs, with whole 
cities hewed from these rocks cliffs.  Included is the Goreme 
Valley,  Underground City of Kaymakli, Valley of the Birds and 
Uchisar Castle, where you can capture a panoramic view of 
the beautiful plateau. Than visit Avanos Village followed  by 
the famous local pottery and carpet shows allowing ample 
time for shopping. Also time will be allocated for the local 
souvenir shopping. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia.

After breakfast check-out from the hotel. Transfer to Nevsehir 
Airport for flight to Istanbul by TK 259 (12:00/13:20). Transfer 
to restaurant for lunch.  Afternoon we will visit the famous 
Topkapi Palace, home to some of the world’s biggest 
emeralds and diamonds. Last stop will be Grand Bazaar.  
Then check-in to the hotel for overnight.

Day 7   CAPPADOCIA 

Day 8  CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL
Arrival at Istanbul Ataturk Airport, Meet and drive to embark 
ferry boat to Yalova.  Drive to Bursa, enjoying the lovely 
countryside view and have lunch.  Following the lunch you 
will visit Ulu Camii (Grand Mosque), the Green Mausoleum, 
the old Silk Market in Covered Bazaar.  Then drive to Mt 
Uludag, the legendary Mt Olympos.  Return to Bursa for 
dinner and overnight. 

Day 4    PAMUKKALE / ANTALYA 

Day 1    ISTANBUL / BURSA

marvel of  turkey  10 Days / 9 nights 
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Half Day OTTOMAN RELICS

Suleymaniye Mosque, masterpiece of Sinan, the chief architect of the 
Ottoman Empire, built in the name of Suleyman The Magnificent during 
16th.century, considered as the best amongst the imperial mosques.  
Topkapi Palace, imperial residence of Ottoman Sultans exhibiting 
imperial treasury, Chinese porcelain, weapons, calligraphy section etc

Half Day TWO CONTINENTS

We start the day by visiting Dolmabahce Palace, The last residence for 
Ottoman Sultans with 365 rooms and 22 saloons. Famous with the 
great collection of European antiquity, furniture and 4,5 tons chandelier. 
Bosphorus Bridge, Unique chance to step from one continent (ASIA) to 
another (EUROPE) in 2 minutes. Camlica Hill, exposing a panoramic view 
of Istanbul and Bosphorus from the best point of view.

Half Day BOSPHORUS CRUISE

Our tour begins with Spice Bazaar (Egyptian Bazaar), Mystical smells 
of different aromas of various spices. Shops selling fruits, vegetables, 
flowers, fish etc.,
Then we embark  Bosphorus Cruise,  through the waterway separating the 
two continents, Asia and Europe, with a possibility to take photographs 
of marble palaces, ancient wooden villas of Ottoman architecture 
besides modern residentials and luxurious apartments.

Half Day OLD CITY

Tour of “Sultan Ahmet Center”, the heart of the “Old City” from where 
the Byzantian and Ottoman Empires were ruled. St. Sophia, One of 
the greatest marvels of architecture, constructed as a basilica in the 
6th.century by Emperor Justinian. Blue Mosque, facing St. Sophia, 
famous with its blue Iznik tiles and unique with 6 minarets, built in 
the name of Sultan Ahmet. Hippodrome, center of sportive (chariot 
races, athletics) events and political activities of the old city. Obelisk of  
Theodosius, Serpentine Column and German Fountain of Wilhelm II are 
the monuments decorating Hippodrome. Grand Covered Bazaar, Most 
attractive shopping center and the biggest “souk” in the world with 
nearly 4000 shops selling antiques, jewellery, gold, carpets, leather ware 
and souvenir.

Full Day PRINCESS ISLANDS

Departure from hotel and cruise in Sea of Marmara 
to Prince’s Islands.  Stop at Buyukada, the popular 
summer resort with pine trees. This was also the 
exile island of the Byzantine Prince’s. Following 
lunch in a seaside restaurant , you will have a tour 
of the island with horse-drawn carriages. Evening 
return to Istanbul and transfer to hotel.  (Lunch 
Included)

1001 NIGHTS / NIGHT TOUR

You will be picked up from your hotel and drive to 
a first class restaurant. With half a bottle of wine 
or 2 soft drinks included, watching spectacular 
floorshow of famous belly dancers, typical 
Anatolian Folklore groups featuring popular 
musical instruments and Turkish singer.

Full Day GREEN BURSA TOUR

Departure from your hotel to catch the ferry boat 
to Yalova. Drive to Bursa, enjoying the idyllic 
scenery. After lunch, we take the cable car to 
Mt. Uludag, the legendary Mt. Olympos. Back in 
Bursa, visit Ulu Cami (Grand Mosque), The Green 
Mausoleum, the old silk market in the covered 
bazaar. Late evening return to Istanbul by ferry 
and transfer to your hotel.

Daily tourS in İStanBul 
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DAY 1  ISTANBUL / IZMIR / PERGAMON / IZMIR

DAY 2   IZMIR / EPHESUS / ISTANBUL

Flight to Izmir, meet and drive to the hauntingly 
beautiful Pergamon. Among the impressive structures 
of this city, dating from 399 B.C., we will see the Altar 
of Zeus, Temple of Dionysus and the 200,000 volume 
library which was surpassed only by that found in 
Alexandria at the time.  The Asclepieum of Pergamon 
was a famous health center where methods of 
treatment included blood transfusions, music therapy 
and meditation. Than return to Izmir for dinner and 
overnight. 

Following breakfast we drive to Selcuk Town, we visit 
the House of Virgin Mary on top of Mt. Coressos. Then 
our memorable visit to Ephesus will begin as well as 
viewing one of the Seven Churches of Revelation, 
the Temple of Artemis (One of the Seven Wonders 
of Antiquity) and Selcuk Museum. Transfer to Izmir 
Airport for flight to Istanbul. 

DAY 2 ANTALYA 

After breakfast drive to ruins of Perge in to the northeast of 
Antalya. This is where St. Paul began preaching after arriving from 
Cyprus. Highlights are, the Gymnasium, the Bath, the Agora, the 
Theater, the Stadium and the Hellenistic Gate. Another one of the 
Pamphilian cities is Aspendus. The Theater is the best preserved 
in the world with its incredible acoustics. Dinner and overnight in 
Antalya. 

DAY 3 ANTALYA  

DAY 4 ANTALYA / ISTANBUL

After breakfast, free at leisure. Dinner and overnight in Antalya.

After breakfast at hotel, transfet to the airport for flight to Istanbul. 
Meet at İstanbul airport and transfer to the hotel.

DAY 1 ISTANBUL / ANTALYA 

Flight to Antalya.Meet and transfer to the city enter.  Afternoon 
visit Antalya Museum. Dinner and overnight in Antalya.

antalya ( meDiterranean )  
 4 Days / 3 nights 

iZmir ( PerGamon & ePheSuS)  

 2 Days  / 1 nights

DAY 2 ISTANBUL   

DAY 3 ISTANBUL     

DAY 1 ISTANBUL

Arrival to Istanbul. Meet at the airport. On the way 
going from airport to the city center we will see City 
walls, then we will cross Galata Bridge over Golden 
Horn. Check-in to the hotel. Overnight.

After breakfast we will visit the Hippodrome, the 
Blue Mosque, famous for its delicate blue ceramic 
tiles and Saint Sophia. This church - turned mosque 
- turned museum takes the breath away with the 
sheer architectural size of its interior and magnificent 
dome. After lunch we will visit the spectacular 
Topkapi Palace. It was the seat of government for 
the Ottoman Empire for many centuries (1453-1852) 
and we will see the extravagant Treasury and the 
priceless Chinese porcelain. Last stop will be Grand 
Bazaar. Then we return to the hotel for overnight.

Departure from the hotel for a visit to the Spice 
Bazaar where we will experience the smells of 
cinnamon, cloves and thyme rising from every store, 
the same smells that filled the air over 400 years ago. 
We then embark on a scenic tour of the Bosphorus, 
the natural waterway that divides Asia from Europe, 
passing palaces, castles, palatial homes, and the 
two magnificent suspension bridges. Lunch at a fish 
restaurant. Afternoon visit Dolmabahce Palace, The 
last residence for Ottoman Sultans with 365 rooms 
and 22 saloons. Famous with the great collection of 
European antiquity, furniture and 4,5 tons chandelier. 
Than we will cross the Bosphorus Bridge. Unique 
chance to step from one continent (ASIA) to another 
(EUROPE) in 2 minutes.  Camlica Hill, exposing a 
panoramic view of Istanbul and Bosphorus from the 
best point of view.  Then transfer to airport for your 
flight back to home. 

iStanBul StoPover
 3 Days / 2 nights 

DAY 1 ISTANBUL / CAPPADOCIA

Transfer to the airport for flight to Kayseri. Arrival at Kayseri airport, 
Transfer to Cappadocia Area. Drive to Devrent valley where the 
geografical formations remind us a place of another planet. Then 
in Pasabagi, we’ll take a stroll among the amazing fairy chimneys 
of Cappadocia. After having our lunch we leave from Avanos to 
see the most beautiful examples of Byzantine art in Goreme Open 
Air Museum. Then we drive to Uchisar castle, the highest point 
of the region, where we have a fabulous panoramic view over 
Cappadocia. Dinner and overnight in Cappadocia.   

After breakfast, departure for our trip underneath to the ground, 
we set off to Kaymakli Underground City, one of the largest sub-
terraine settlements in Cappadocia. Then we drive to Ihlara Canyon, 
we hike through the canyon by the Melendiz River, enjoying its 
natural beauty besides the Rock-Hewn Churches. After lunch, visit 
of Selime Monastry and then to Agzikarahan Carevanserai, one of 
the best examples of Selcuk art, built in the 13th century to supply 
accomodation for the Silk Road traders. Dinner and overnight in 
Cappadocia.

DAY 3  CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL

After breakfast . Transfer to Kayseri Airport for flight to Istanbul

DAY 2  CAPPADOCIA

eXtenSionS CaPPaDoCia 
3 Days / 2 nights 



84 85

Around the world many large companies wants to create a 
dynamic event program for their successful employees and 
business partners.

Via Maris Travel combines your events and organizations with 
high quality hotels, historical places in Turkey and special 
concepts depends on your brand, aim and promises to create 
an unforgettable programs.

Turkey is a magnificent place for meetings and congresses 
where Europe and Asia meets.

The major Regions Istanbul, Antalya, Ankara, Izmir and 
Cappadocia are all submitting richness of first class hotels, 
resorts and can ference facilities, easy transportation to 
main cities of the world beautiful decorations and unique 
panaroma attraction. A perfect climate and lesser-cast 
advantages compared to alternative destinations are added 
to all of these.
Turkey has all kinds of equipment for orginizing all kinds and 
size of meetings, incentives and conference with appropriate 
comfort and style today. Traditional Turkish hospitality, 
high quality national food and drinks, endless amusement 
and voyage possibilities are the guaranties of success of all 
congresses to be organized in Turkey.

SPECIAL EvENTS 

At the present day, significant portion of the organization 
begins to perform as visual messages and themed with 
different concepts. (Dealer Meetings, Gala Evenings, Award 
Ceremonies, Anniversary Celebrations, product and service 
launches, incentive trips and private themed parties)

Via Maris Travel, with the award-winning designers “Via Maris 
Creative Workshop” design projects according to targets and 
needs. Via Maris team transform the private organizations 
into a visual feast with theme content messages and designs.

Via Maris Creative Workshop team, operational team 
and technical team create miracles from A to Z for your 
organizations by working with full compliance.

Whether in a hotel, conference hall, a special meeting in 
the museum or even a mansion Via Maris performs your 
organization in a charming atmosphere.

MEETING SERvICE 

Via Maris produces Professional solutions for your meeting 
organizations also creates splendid meeting organization for 
important companies, and is always one of the most preferred 
brand by its technological infrastructure and professional 
staff.

Via Maris offers you a perfect venue with technical service, 
large portfolio of hotels, operational service and the historical 
beauty of Turkey in brief Via Maris has all you need for your 
mettings and organizations mainly in İstanbul throughout 
Turkey.

CONvENTIONS AND CONFERENCES 

Istanbul is the only city in the world which stands on 
two continents and full of oppurtinities to motivate your 
employees and business partners during conventions and 
meetings.

With its 4 and 5 star hotels, high technological equipments, 
high qualified congress halls, easy accessing, special tours for 
leisure time, has many advantages to host a high participation
congress.

TEAM BUILDING ACTIvITIES 

Every person is different and each team consists of people. 
Team building should be prepared for each request. Therefore 
can be addressed to all participants.

Every chance designed to an each team is able to reach 
objectives of the project.

Via Maris Travel designs motivation-enchacing team activities 
and messages for you and organize it in a solid way.

vIP SERvICE 

For the Board of Governors meeting or a preparation of a 
special program for your important guests, according to your 
requests for all alternatives, Via Maris Travel Vip puts them 
together prepare an excellent result on behalf of the entire 
organization will follow from start to finish.

• Special dines and invitations

• VIP transportation services

• VIP Travel and accomodation

• VIP technical equipments

• VIP Security supply

vIA MARIS CREATIvE WORKSHOP 

Not only a transfer, or a similar services in your meetings 
or events we offer you from creative designs, decorations, 
gift election, printed materials, to the place and technical 
management with our professional team and equipments.

CREATIvE MANAGEMENT 

The messages you would like to convey in meetings and 
events, the products or a theme you would like to present, 
we think, create and design for you. Our creative team is 
professional in their field and serve you the best.

According to your organizastion, all branding, invitations for 
participants, or e-invitations, ballroom and stage decoration, 
free time for creative ideas, artists and server selection, 
interactive stage applications, visual, auditory, and all the 
technical equipments can be arranged.

All of these designs, we prepare unforgettable moments for 
you with the combination of the fascinating places in Turkey.

TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT 

Via Maris Travel has a major part of the technical equipment 
with the understanding of the direct service in your 
organizations.

In your projects our technical team and creative design team 
prefers the advantages of the latest technology in accordance 
with the decoration of the place, and turns it to a feast of 
vision and auditory.

DIGITAL MEDIA & PRINT DESIGN 

Besides the organization, our creative team serves banner 
design, CD Presentation and Print Design, newspaper 
advertisements, corporate identity design, branding, 
promotions, product design under the topic of Digital Media.

BOUTIqUE 

For the companies which we serve to their meetting 
organizastions, we create a brand name “Boutique” because 
of increased demand in this consept.

We prepare a huge number of service alternatives with a low 
cost.

• Textile products for promotions

• Special packaged chocolates, dragees, etc.. promotional   
  products as a gift

• Flags, Banners, Pennants etc.

• Organizer, Desk calendar, Poster, Mouse Pad etc.

ıncentive, Meeting & special Events

vIA MARIS CREATIvE WORKSHOP 
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Terms & Conditions

PriCE GuArANTEE

CANCEllATiON
SMOkiNG

DiSAbiliTy

Cancellation 40 days or more prior to date of arrival 

Cancellation 25 - 39 days prior to date of arrival 

Cancellation 15 - 24 days prior to date of arrival 

Cancellation less than 14 days prior to date of arrival 

NOT iNCluDED iN ThE COSTS

TrAvEl DOCuMENTS

TrAvEl iNSurANCE

WhAT TO briNG

hOTElS / hOTEl CATEGOriES

MEAlS

SurFACE TrANSPOrTATiON

No Show

OUR GUIDES

WhAT TO WEAr

Possible changes in the itinerary

Special requests

In spring and fall, a warm jacket and sweater will keep you 
comfortable, while in  winter it is advisable to wear thick, 
waterproof clothing. It is best in summer time. Just wear 
a t-shirt, and light pants or shorts. If you are sensitive to 
sunburn, pay special attention to bring sun block  lotion, 
sunglasses and a hat. A good sturdy pair of walking shoes 
are essential. 

Occasionally, tours may be extended or curtailed because of 
unforeseen changes in the transportation schedules. There 
may also be other instances in which changes become 
necessary or advisable. Any cost increase (decrease) realized 
from these changes affected by VIA MARIS TRAVEL, will be 
burden by VIA MARIS TRAVEL. On other hand any resultant 
expenses realized from these changes regarding client’s 
wishes should be burden by client. 

Special requests, such as handicapped accessible, non-
smoking, connected / adjacent rooms  need to be clearly 
indicated at the time of sending the reservation request. VIA 
MARIS TRAVEL  will try to  confirm the special requests prior 
to client 's arrival.

Reservations / Booking procedures:  All correspondence must be sent to our Istanbul main office. All reservations requests 
must be made by email or fax.

Price guaranteed once confirmation made by VIA MARIS 
TRAVEL. 

VIAMARIS TRAVEL confirms all activity on a booking for 
initial reservation, changes and cancellations. Notice of 
cancellation must be done in written form to VIA MARIS 
TRAVEL. Cancellations are not valid without our confirmation. 
The standard cancellation policy is as below:

20 % of the total reservation value will not be refunded.

50 % of the total reservation value will not be refunded.

70 % of the total reservation value will not be refunded. 

100 % of the total reservation value will not be refunded.

100% of the total reservation value will not be refunded. 

Land transportation is provided in accordance with the 
itinerary by air conditioned coach or minibus or car,  
depending upon size of the group. 

Meals during tours included as described in each itinerary 
by the code letters (B) Breakfast,  (L) for Lunch and (D) for 
Dinner. 

Hotel Categories given in our list are official. VIA MARIS 
TRAVEL reserves the right to substitute hotels for those 
named in the itineraries in the same category. 

If you are on medication, please bring enough medicine to 
last you for the entire trip as there may not be an opportunity 
to resupply your medicines en route. 

Turkey's climate shows similarity in spring (April-May) and 
in fall (September-November). In both seasons you may 
encounter rain and cold weather as well as sunny weather. 
Nights may be chilly. ln summer (June-September) weather 
is perfectly sunny. Usually, the nights will be comfortable but 
there may be slight exceptions. In winter (December-March), 

We strongly recommend our clients to obtain comprehensive 
travel insurance in advance for medical care and baggage-
loss or damage. VIA MARIS TRAVEL  will not accept any 
responsibility for these items.

An international passport which should be valid for at least 
6 months beginning with your departure date is required for 
immigration at airport and hotel procedures. 

Passport and visa fees, inoculations and vaccinations, any 
expenses prior to arrival in Turkey, camera fees, airport 
departure taxes, excess baggage, forwarding of baggage 
and souvenirs, meals not specified in the itinerary and 
beverages.

Any physical disability requiring special treatment must be 
reported to VIA MARIS TRAVEL  at the time of reservation.

Smoking is prohibited on motor coaches.

VIA MARIS TRAVEL  uses guides who are professional, 
certified by ministry of Culture and Tourism of Turkey, with 
high language fluency level and extensive knowledge. 

weather is cold most often and you may incur snow besides 
rain. However, you may also see sunny days in winter. Expect 
warmer weather  in the southern areas of Turkey. You may 
encounter exceptions at any time, so be ready. 



88

Rumeli Cad. Gül Apt. No:11/4 Nişantaşı Şişli İstanbul Turkey
Tel.: +90 212 231 00 48 (pbx)  - Fax: +90 212 231 05 03
info@viamaris.com.tr   -  v iamaris@viamaris.com.tr

 www.viamaris.com.tr
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